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SECTION TWO 


THE BEST BEATLES 
SONG OF ALL TIME 

pop stars’ choice 


ME1K6MANIA 

The essential severi-day 
entertainment glide 


WIN A SKI KOUDAY 
TO COLORADO :‘m 

Plus K2 skis 
to be won , see 



Major plans wide-ranging 




reforms for Scotland 

Exclusive interview: PM says package to be introduced within weeks 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

; Political Editor 

: !'t Detailed government proposals 
Jor constitutional change in 
■ Scotland, which could give Scot- 
tish MPs new powers to debate 
and vote on their own affairs, 
will be disclosed by the Gov- 
/emment before the end of the 

• -year. 

. In an exclusive interview with 
-the Independent, John Major 

• said he was hoping to announce 
' the outcome of Ministerial dis- 
cussions on a reform package 
“within a very few weeks”. 

The Prime Minister refosed 
-- to give details of the surprise 
plan last night, but his disclosure 
will invite immediate specula- 
- • tion that the plans could give 
! Scottish MPs alone the right to 
-debate and vote on some mea- 
sures specific to Scotland before 
they are approved by the West- 
minster Parliament 
The reform package is de- 
signed as an answer to the 
much more far reaching Labour 


/Hopes of both generous Bud- 
gsttaxcuts and a fad in interest 
rates by early next year were 
bobsled yesterday by better- 
than-expected figures for in- 
flation and government 
finances. The headline inflation 
rate fell to 3.2 per cent last 
month from 1 3.9_per cent in 
September, white the Govem- 
ment repaid £I.3bn debt in Oc- 
tober. Shares reached a new 
peak and gilts rose, but the 
pound barely recovered from 
Wednesday's low. Page 22 

. — i ' 

and Liberal Democrat propos- 
als for a tax-raising Scottish Par- 
liament. Mr Major said the 
Govern menl's own proposals 
would also have “ramifications 
in Wales”. 

The Prime Minister reiterat- 
ed his passionate opposition to 
Labour's plan for a Scottish Par- 
liaraent with a dramatic warn- 
ing that it could provide a 
platform for the Scottish Na- 
tional Party to “nun Scotland 
into a separate nation.” 

The new initiative, which is 
almost completed, is the result 
of consultations which Mr Ma- 
jor said at the Conservative 
Party conference last month 
be was holding to look at ways 
“to improve the government of 
Scotland”. He made clear he 
saw it as part of a cumulative 
package of Tory political reform. 

Mr Major also revealed that 


he was considering "very care- 
fully indeed” the idea of a new- 
slyle standing committee to 
examine the controversial Asy- 
lum and immigration Bill. He 
strongly criticised limy Blair, the 
Labour leader, for raising the 
idea of the committee in ex- 
changes in the Commons on 
Wednesday, rather than propos- 
ing it privately to him before the 
Queen’s Speech Debate and 
said that it would “break new 
ground”, since such commitLccs 
were normally reserved for 
non-conlentious legislation. 

Bui he said he was examin- 
ing the idea as a possible means 
of ensuring the passage of the 
Bill did not inflame fears among 
ethnic minorities and that he 
would announce his decision 
“within a few days”. The Prime 
Minister said that “you would 
be wrong to assume that I am 
just routinely going to come 
back and say no. That was not 
a commitment to say 'yes', be 
added, “but because I do want 
it to be a matter of proper asy- 
lum procedures, I am looking 
carefully at what the practical- 
ities are**. 

Mr Major added that if he did 
agree to the proposal the 
Labour Party would say that 
“We forced die Prune minister 
to change his mind.” He added: 
“If I change my mind will be- 
cause I am concerned about 
good race relations.” The Prime 
Minister also disclosed that he 
hoped to submit detailed 
posals to John Bruton, the 
Prime Minister, to revive the 
summit which was aborted two 
months ago and which would in- 
clude an international com- 
mission on aims 
decommissioning, along with 
preliminary talks leading to full 
all-party talks early next year. 

Mr Major made it dear he 
was still holding firmly to the 
precondition that the IRA 
should take a first step to band- 
ing over arms before talks could 
began. But he insisted: “Fteople 
should lake me at face value. I 
want all parly talks and I am try- 
ing to gel them.” 

And the Prime Minister, who 
robustly dismissed Labour 
charges that his government had 
“lurched to the right”, wen! out 
of his way to quash speculation 
that he was on the brink of rul- 
ing out British membership of 
a single currency in the lifetime 
of the next Parliament. He 
made it clear that he was not 
prepared to give up its capaci- 
ty to argue its case over how a 


Changes ahead: John Major in Downing Street yesterday 


single currency might affect 
countries outside monetary 
union as well as inside it. He 
said: “What people are asking 
me to do. is to surrender British 
influence on an important pol- 
icy. 1 am not going to going to 
surrender British influence on 
an important issue of policy.” 


Mr Major declared: “We are 
a lull part of all the examination 
ofwhatgoeson and bow it goes 
on. But we have uniquely a com- 
plete freedom to decide 
whether to join in or dol That 
means the British influence is 
at its maximum." 

On constitutional reform the 


Prime Minister said he bad 
committed himself to a series of 
important but “gentle and evo- 
lutionary” constitutonal re- 
forms, including publication of 
ftiD Cabinet Committee lists, re- 
forms of Parliamentary proce- 
dures and opening the Security 
Service to scrutiny. 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


On Scotland, he declared 
that he had been struck at how 
little coverage in London the as- 
sembly proposals of the Scottish 
constitionai convention had 
been given. 

It was an “important event” 
even though he disagreed with 
the proposals. 


Serb leaders are charged with genocide 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

The Bosnian Serb leaders, 
Radovan Karadzic and Gener- 
al Ratko Mladic, were indicted 
yesterday on charges of geno- 
cide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity for the mas- 
sacre of up to 6,000 Bosnian 
Muslims near Srebrenica. 

The United Nations war 
crimes tribunal in The Hague 


described the killings as “one of 
the bloodiest acts of the war in 
former Yugoslavia, involving 
crimes of unprecedented cruelty 
against the Bosnian Muslim 
population”. 

The indictments, which could 
disrupt United S La tes- spon- 
sored peace talks being held in 
Dayton, Ohio, relate to the pe- 
riod last July when Bosnian Serb 
forces overran the United Na- 
tkms-declared “safe area” of 


Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia. 

Muslim men and boys of 
fighting age were separated 
from women and children, 
herded out of Srebrenica and 
executed in what appears to 
have been the single largest 
slaughter of unarmedpeople in 
Europe since the Second World 
War. 

“These crimes were com- 
mitted by the Bosnian Serb 
forces under the control of 


Radovan Karadzic and under 
the command of Ratko Mladic, 
who was seen on several occa- 
sions in or outside Srebrenica 
where systematic mass killings 
took place.” said Christian 
Ch artier, a spokesman for the 
United Nations war crimes tri- 
bunal 

Evidence indicated that more 
than 100 Muslims had been 
slowly killed by Serb soldiers 
with knives, while the bodies of 


several thousand others were 
buried in mass graves. 

It was the second Lime in 
four months that the tribunal 
had charged Mr Karadzic and 
General Mladic with the war 
crimes. 

The two Serb leaders were 
accused on 25 July of crimes 
against civilians throughout 
Bosnia, including the sniping 
campaign against residents of 
Sarajevo, and of taking United 


Nations peace-keepers hostage 
and using them as human 
shields. 

However, bringing Mr 
Karadzic and General Mladic to 
trial may not be easy for the UN 
tribunal. 

They are believed to be 
somewhere in Bosnian Serb 
territory, but the two men have 
almost completely disappeared 
from public view since the Ohio 
talks opened two weeks ago. 


IN BRIEF 


Ecstasy gjrfcfies 


Uoytfs man’s mffions 

The lf^vear-old ecstasy victim. Peter Middleton, who stunned 
Leali Betts died j*ssteTday when 

could earn £10m in three years 
as the chief executive for Europe 
at Salomon Brothers, the US in- 
vestment bask. Page 22 


her life support system was 

tented oft ^ 

University change 

Students could apply to uni- 
versity immediately after they 
receive their A-levet results un- 
der proposals for a new two- 
stage system. ■ Ij&ge2 
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Hick gets ton 

A century from Graeme Hidt 
helped England to a soore of 221 
for four in the First Tfest against 
South Africa Eage32 

Today's weatoer 

SinmywifoacftillyDOrthe^^ 
and sane wintry showers. 

Section Tfoo, Page 33 


11-year-olds shun homework for TV 


BY JUDITH JUDD 

Nearly half of all children leav- 
ing primary schools have nev- 
er done any homework, 
according to a major new study 
to be published today. Instead, 
they spend their time watching 
television and playing comput- 
er games. 

The study by the National 
Foundation for Educational 
Research into the homework 
habits of 2^00 11- and 12- 
year-olds found that 43 per 
cent of die former (final-year 
primary pupils) said they were 
never given homework and 64 


per cent of the latter (first-year 
secondary pupils) were doing 
less than an hour and half. 

Nearly 80 per cent of the pri- 
mary children said they spent 
two or more hours a day watch- 
ing television, but 11 per cent 
Rentas mochas six hours a day. 

Computer games were a dai- 
ly pursuit for 43 per cent and 
one in ten were "hooked 11 on 
four hours a day. 

Just over 3 percent of the pri- 
mary pupils who filled in confi- 
dential questionnaires for the 
study admitted dial they were giv- 
en homework but did not do iL 
The researchers also looked 


at children's attitudes to school 
and found that the vast major- 
ity - particularly girls - enjoyed 
it and liked their teachers, al- 
though nearly half said they had 
been bullied. 

The 12-year-olds, inter- 
viewed at the end of their first 
year in secondary school, were 
only slightly less enthusiastic 
than the 11 -year-olds. 

Nearly a third of primary and 
20 per cent of secondary pupils 
said they watched the clock 
because they were so eager for 
lessons to end. 

Sue Harris, one of the report’s 
TURN TO PAGE 2 
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‘Today’ finds 
there is no 
tomorrow 



MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Rupert Murdoch is closing To- 
day, his loss-making newspaper, 
after running up £140m in ac- 
cumulated deficits since 1988. 
The media magnate, who con- 
trols four other national titles 
in the UK, is also raising the 
price of the Times from next 
Monday in an effort to improve 
profitability at his London- 
based News International. 

The decision to dose Today 
shocked staff at the title's Whip- 
ping headquarters, despite per- 
sistent rumours since the 
summer that its future was in 
doubt. 

The final issue of the title ap- 
peared this morning. The com- 
pany said it would try to transfer 
as many of the 300 staff as pos- 
sible to other Murdoch titles, 
which include the Times, the 
Sunday Times, the Sun and the 
News of the World. 

Staff said yesterday they ex- 
pected fewer than 100 employ- 
ees to remain. “Wh are in a stale 
of shock here,” said one senior 
journalist, who was only told of- 
ficially of the decision at 4pm. 

**We deeply regret the deci- 
sion to cease publication,” Les 
Hinton, chief executive of News 
International said. “But with a 
modest circulation, insufficient 
growth and rapidly rising costs 
we have no alternative.” 

Soaring newsprint costs have 
put aD newspaper publishers un- 
der increased pressure during 
the past 18 months. 

Richard Stott, the editor, is 
believed to have been offered 
a large six-figure pay-off. He 
told employees that he was not 
going to the Daily Express , de- 
spite rumours that he would re- 
Jace its outgoing editor. Sir 

icholas Lloyd. 

“I want to slay in newspaper 
journalism,” Mr Stott was said 
to have told his staff. 

Analysts said the derision re- 
flected Mr Murdoch's belief that 
the title could not be turned 
around, and that Today's 
500,000 readers might be en- 
couraged to move to other 
News International titles. 

An offer for the newspaper 


from controversial Harrods 
owner. Mohamed al-Fayed, was 
rebuffed last summer. Alan 
Frame, the former managing 
editor of the Sunday Express ana 
now Mr Fayed's media adviser, 
confirmed that the offer was re- 
newed yesterday, but elicited no 
response. 

“We were prepared to keep 
the paper open, and could have 
saved 300 jobs.” 

The price rise at the Times 
will mark Lhe end of the circu- 
lation price war. launched by Mr 
Murdoch in mid- 1993 in order 
to build market share, particu- 
larly at the expense of the Tele- 
graph and the Mirror Group. 

Senior executives at both 
groups privately welcomed the 
news, suggesting that the end of 
the war would give all newspa- 
pers a chance to improve 
profitability. 

Mr Murdoch is believed to 
need additional casb to help fi- 
nance his growing media empire 
in Asia, particularly at Star TV, 
the satellite broadcaster. 

That view was strengthened 
by the news that retailers wiD see 
their margins on the sale of the 
Times narrowed to just lOp per 
copy, from 11.9p before. 

News of Today's closure 
sparked wild speculation in 
Fleet Street that a major re- 
alignment of the newspaper 
market had been launched. Mr 
Murdoch was rumoured to have 
been at the offices of the Dai- 

Mail, and to have launched a 
id to take a 25 per cent share 
of United News and Media, 
owners of the Daily Express 
and Sunday Express, as a first 
step towards bringing the titles 
to Wapping. The rumours were 
never formally denied by the 
Murdoch camp, but were dis- 
counted by insiders at News In- 
ternational and the Express. 

Shares in all newspaper com- 
panies climbed sharply last 
night, on expectations that cov- 
er prices would be increased. 
The Telegraph group, which 
yesterday unveiled sharply low- 
er profits for the first nine 
months of the year, said it 
would raise its price, probably 
to 40p, on Monday. 

Newspaper's death, page 5 
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Universities devise new 



JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Students would he able to ap- 
ply ic university immediately 
after they receive their A-level 
results under proposals for a 
new iwo-stage system being 
drawn up by universities. 

At present, those wanting to 
start university in the year they 
lake A-Ievels have "to apply 
during the previous December 
for entry in September, a few 
weeks after A-level results arc 
published. 


But Tony Higgins, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service, 
(UCASl yesterday said a new 
procedure could be in place for 
those starting A-level courses 
the year after next and aiming 
at university entry in 1999. 

University vice-chancellors 
will next month decide on pro- 
posals for a two-phase entry. 

Mr Higgins told a seminar for 
careers teachers at Wolfson 
College, Oxford, that the first 
phase of students could apply 
during the first half of the 


spring term, after they had sat 
Lheir mock A-Ievels. 

One of the reasons why the 
system needed reform, he said, 
was that 65 per cent of A-level 
grade predictions made by 
teachers were proved wrong. 

Under the proposals, stu- 
dents who applied in the first 
phase would have four choices 
of university or college instead 
of the present six and would only 
be allowed to hold one condi- 
tional offer instead of two. 
“Only 6 per cent of entrants 
come from their second choice. 


It is just a waste of space,” he 
said. 

The second phase would start 
in May and continue until the 
end of September, so that stu- 
dents could wait until after 
they received their A-level 
results in August. They would 
then be allowed three choices, 
which would be sent in order to 
the three universities. 

The present “clearing” sys- 
tem, in which students have' to 
find out where places are avail- 
able and join die scramble to 
secure them in late August and 


September would therefore dis- 
appear. 

If the vice-chancellors agree 
to the proposals, Mr Higgins 
and his officials will work out the 
detail and consult interested 
parties. 

Schools are keen to change 
the system to reduce the un- 
certainty for applicants who 
have to gamble on getting the 
right grades. Universities have 
so far been cautious. They wor- 
ry that there may not be enough 
time to process all the applica- 
tions after A-level or to imer- 


view candidates in those subjects 
where interviews are essential. 

The hew proposals are a 
compromise between the two. 
points of view, Mr Higgins said 
that, initially, most students 

first p^^^ut^e^oped that 
growing numbers would realise 
that applying after A-level made 
sense. 

He told the seminar, organ- 
ised by Cambridge Occupa- 
tional Analysts: “The present 
system can lead to real unfair- 
ness. Admissions tutors Start in- 


terviewing in the autumn term. 
■Some fifi up on the *first come 
.first ServetT bass though,if we 
..hear of it, we come down oo 
them like a ton of bricks. Oth- 
ers reject some early candi- 
dates because they know some 
equally good ones wiH come 
along later.” 

■ A Government-commis- 
sioned report to be published 
next week will show that high- 
er education applicants with ad- 
vanced vocational qualifications 
(GNVQs) are generally well 
prepared for their courses. 


Ford walk-out 
as pay offer is 
turned down 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

More than 1.000 Ford workers 
yesterday staged unofficial stop- 
pages in" protest at an inflation 
breaching “final" pay offer 
worth a minimum of 9.25 per 
cent over two years. 

The walk-outs came as the 
Government announced (hat 
the inflation rate had dropped 
from 3.9 percent to3J percent, 
as compared with a proposed in- 
crease at Ford this year of 4.75 
per cent. 

Union leaders, who will be 
expected to repudiate the wild- 
cat action or face stiff legal 
penalties, professed surprise at 
the militancy of their members 
at the Dagenham assembly 
plant and the normally moder- 
ate employees at Southampton. 

Senior officials at the Amal- 
gamated Engineering and Elec- 
trical Lin ion predicted that 
while the two plants would 
revert to normal working today, 
other divisions of Ford UK. 
including the parts delivery ser- 
vice based at Dagenham, might 
decide to emulate yesterdays 
“spontaneous action". 

Union leaders at the Brid- 
gend ami Hale wood complex- 
es were minded to accept the 
company’s proposals during 12 
hours of negotiations on 
Wednesday, but they were out- 
voted two to one by represen- 
tatives from other Ford works. 

Plant representatives are to 
meet next Wednesday to con- 
sider the results of a consulta- 
tion process and are expected 
to call for fresh negotiations 
with management. Some union 
insiders believe the company 
will not improve its offer unless 
there is a substantial majority 
for industrial action in a ballot. 

The proposals would give 
the 22,0110 hourly-paid Ford 
workers a 4.5 percent rise next 
year, or the inflation rate, plus 
0.5 percent, whichever is high- 


er. Management also proposed 
improvements in pension enti- 
tlements. but refused to coun- 
tenance a reduction in working 
hours from 39 to 37 hours. 

Tony Woodley, chairman of 
(he union negotiating team, 
said yesterday's stoppages were 
genuinely spontaneous. 

Indeed, union officials de- 
clared their surprise at the 
degree of anger shown by some 
of their members, but said pro- 
duction workers nationally had 
been responsible for a 100 per 
cent improvement in produc- 
tivity in 10 years. 

In the Dagenham plant there 
has been an 84 per cent im- 
provement in four years, ac- 
cording to a union official. 
“This is not a theoretical cal- 
culation. The lines have speed- 
ed up and the lads are sweating 
their bollocks off." he said. 

Fords proposals will never- 
theless fuel expectations else- 
where and will make it more 
difficult for ministers to keep 
the lid on inflation. Linder the 
proposals, most production 
workers would get an increase 
of £27 a week in the first year. 

A spokesman for Ford’ said 
he was disappointed that unof- 
ficial action was taking place, at 
a lime when the offer was still 
being considered. “Wc hope 
that normal production will be 
resumed as soon as possible". 
The spokesman estimated that 
the company had lost 800 Fi- 
estas because of the strike at the 
Dagenham and about 60 Tran- 
sit vans at Southampton. 

“We are standing by what we 
said in the negotiations, the of- 
fer is final. We are not prepared 
to move on a shorter working 
week and we have proposed 
generous improvements in pay 
and pensions." 

Union leaders are expecled 
to announce on Monday a 
majority for strike action at 
VauxhaU. in protest at a 7 per 
cent two-year offer. 



A lot of bottle: Part of a collection of antique corkscrews to be auctioned at Christie’s in London on 22 November 
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Siamese twin boy dies 
during separation 


One of the Siamese twin boys 
bom in London five days ago 
has died during an eight-hour 
operation to separate them and 
the other Is fighting for his life, 
it was disclosed yesterday, 
writes Glenda Cooper. 

No Siamese twin bom with a 
fused heart has ever survived, 
but surgeons said yesterday 
there was a good chance of the 
surviving twin, who is now in in- 
tensive care, malting a recovery. 

The “incredibly complicated" 
surgery took place at Great Or- 
mond Street Hospital in central 
London. The twins, from 
Kuwait and bom five weeks pre- 
mature, had been joined from 
the breastbone to the navel 
and had fused hearts and livers. 

The consultant paediatric 
surgeon Mr Edward Kiely, who 
led the operating team, said: “I 


think we’re quite pleased to 
have one baby ahve ... We 
knew there was always going to 
be the potential that the second 
one would die. We were quite 
concerned that both Would die, 
as has happened with conjoined 
hearts before." 

A paediatric surgery profes- 
sor, Lewis Spitz, and a consul- 
tant cardiac surgeon, Marc de 
Leval, also took pan in the 12- 
hour operation. 

The twins had been delivered 
by Caesarean section at Queen 
Charlotte's Hospital, west Lon- 
don, last week before being 
transferred. 

H was the first time the team, 
the most expert in the field in 
Europe, had attempted to sep- 
arate conjoined twins with fused 
hearts. Before the operation the 
surgeons gave the parents a 10 


per cent chance of one of the 
twins surviving. 

The major problem facing 
them was that only one heart 
was functioning properly. Mr de 
Leval stud: “We realised that the 
good heart was supporting the 
. bad heart. When we discon- 
nected the two, the bad heart 
could not support the circula- 
tion of the twin who died." 

He said that after the sur- 
geons thought they had sepa- 
rated the hearts, they realised 
there was a second, hidden 
connection between them. It 
took 10 minutes to find the join. 

The surgeons said the next 
few days would be critical. But 
Professor Spitz said: “The child 
has got a normal heart which 
is a big advantage. We would be 
very disappointed if he did not 
survive." 


Queen Mother’s 
hip replacement 
was ‘a success’ 


11-year-olds choose TV over homework 


From page 1 

authors, said: “There is no gov- 
ernment guidance on the 
amount of homework children 
should Jo. It is left to individ- 
ual schools and local authorities 
to decide. As a result, the 
amount varies from schools to 
school and mav e\en vary be- 


tween children in the same 
school." 

She said that many primary- 
school pupils were not being 
prepared for what they would 
encounter in secondary schools. 
“There is still a concern that 
pupils are not overburdened. 
Teachers lend to encourage 


pupils to cany on work they 
have been doing at school or to 
continue personal reading." 

The findings of the study 
will boost plans by Labour for 
national homework targets. 
David Blunkett. Labour's edu- 
cation spokesman, recently an- 
gered teacher unions by saying 


that even seven-year-olds 
should be doing at least half an 
hour a night and secondary 
pupils an hour and a half. 

The report also supports Mr 
Blunkell’s contention that 
pupils are watching television in- 
stead of doing homework. 
While secondary-school chil- 


dren came closer to reaching Mr 
Blunketl’s homework target 
with 19 per cent doing one and 
a half hours a night and 13 per 
cent doing more, they watched 
even more television. 

A third admitted to four hours 
or more a day and two-thirds to 
between one and three hours. 
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GLENDA COOPER 

The Queen Mother underwent 
;a hip replacement operation 
yesterday biit is making “a good 
recovery”. Buckingham Palace 
said last night 

The ooe-and-a-half-hour op- 
eration on her right hip, at 
King Edward VITs Hospital for 
Officers in London, was “com- 
pleted successfully". The oper- 
ation on the Queen Mother. 95. 
was planned, on the advice of 
her doctors, and was not emer- 
gency surgery. She is expected 
to remain in hospital for about 
two weeks. , 

The Arthritis and Rheuma- 
tism Council said the Queen 
Mother was one of the oldest 
people in the world to under- 
go hip replacement but the 
prospects fora new pain free life 
after her operation were “ex- 
tremely good". A spokesman 
said: “The man-made replace- 
menu of plastic and metal, re- 
moves all pain and usually 
results in improved mobility. 
There is a 95 per cent success 
rate for such operations." 

The Queen Mother's pain 
and discomfort has been no- 
ticeable recently and she has 
relied un a walking slick or 
wheelchair Tor some lime. Most 
recently she has been driven 
around on public engagements 
in a golf bu ggy . 

At her last public appearance 
- the Field of Remembrance Ser- 
vice at Westminster Abbey a 
week ago - the Queen Mother 
walked with difficulty using two 



In pain: The Queen Mother 
has had difficulty walking 

sticks, and she was not present 
at the Cenotaph on Sunday for 
the Remembrance Day Service. 

Although hip replacement 
is a standard procedure carried 
out routinely on 50,000 pa- 
tients each year, the effect of 
surgery on a 95-year-old is 
bound to cause concern. 

in almost every case the pa- 
tient is elderly and usually suf- 
fering from painful arthritis. 
Most patients stay two or three 
weeks in hospital, "hut it can take 
three months before they can 
walk unassisted and six months 
to a year before they make a full 
recovery. 

The Queen Mother’s opera- 
tion is likely to fuel the debate 
over claims of rationing within 
the health service. While pri- 
vately funded operations, like 
hers, are successfully carried out 
on the very old. they are seldom 
performed on NHS patients 
over the age of 75. 


IN BRIEF 


School truancy 
leading to crime 

More than 7 out of 10 children 
bunk off school and a quarter 
play truant at least one day a 
week, a Home Office-funded 

survey has found. 

The study of 1.106 pupils 
found that a significant number 
of truants were involved .in 
crime or were drawn into illic- 
it activities such as under-age sex 
an d drug-taking. 

However, the report. Truan- 
cy - The Partnership .Approach, 
said that when initiatives by the 
police, schools, local authorities, 
and retailers, were carried out 
crime feU, school attendance im- 
proved and town centres be- 
came safer. 

IRA kidnap fear 

Police in Northern Ireland were 
last night searching for a man 
believed to have been snatched 
by an IRA punishment squad. 
John Hegarty, 19, had earlier 
been questioned by police 
about the theft of £16,000 wxth 
of Christmas savings from a 
church community centre in 
Strabane, Co Tyrone. 

Sea birds killed 

Marine pollution experts are in- 
vestigating an oil slick which has 
killed sea birds in Dvfed, west 
Wiles. The oil is affecting about 
eight miles of coast between 
Cefn Sidan beach and the Pera- 
brey country park. The bodies 
of about 45 cormorants and 
guillemots have been found. 

Pilots disciplined 

TVvo Britannia Airways pilots 
who flew an empty Boeing 767 
away from the normal night 
path in order to pass over the 
home of the first officer to 
greet his wife have been disci- 
plined by the airline. Capt Hugh 
Carmichael has resigned from 
the airline and former first of- 
ficer Michael Stanley has lost se- 
niority and faced “severe 
disciplinary sanctions” over the 
incident which occurred at Con- 
gjeton, Cheshire, on 30 October. 

Murder inquiry 

ft) lice in Warwickshire were last 
night questioning four people in 
connection with the murder of 
15-year-old Naomi Smith in 
Ansley Common, near Nun- 
eaton. Naomi was stabbed and 
sexually assaulted at a recre- 
ation ground near her home on 
14 September. 

Cleaner beaches 

Britain’s bathing beaches were 
their cleanest ever this year, with 
89 per cent meeting the'Euro- 
pean Union’s legal standard 
for sewage pollution, compared 
to 82 per cent last year. By law 
they should all comply next 
year -- but it is highly unlikely 
that they will. 

Bouncing with health 

Young women should jump on 
the spot 50 times a day to pre- 
vent the onset of brittle bone 
disease in later life, according 
to a report by Dr Joan Basse)', 
of the Queen’s Medical Centre, 
Nottingham, published in. the 
Annuls of Rheumatic Diseases. 
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NHS trust chief given 
£500,000 redundancy 


W. & j. 


Graham’s 

PORT 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

An NHS Trust has spent 
£524,000 making its chief ex- 
ecutive redundant. The cash is 
sufficient to provide 150 hip re- 
placements. mend 600 hernias 
or treat seven times over 
Jaymee Bowen, the child with 
leukaemia who was refused 
treatment by Cambridgeshire 
Health Authority 
The pay-off’ dwarfs the 
£200,000 payment made by 
Greenwich Healthcare NHS 
Trust when it parted with its 
chief executive and the £25< 1,000 
compensation payment made 
last year by the Burnley Trust to 
Maggie Aikman after (he rela- 
tionship between her and the 
consultants at the NHS huspi- 
tu] broke down 
The figure was revealed yes- 
terday by the Healthcare 
Financial Management Asso- 
ciation. the association of NHS 
finance officers, as part of its an- 


nual statistics on chief execu- 
tives’ pay. 

These show that 20 trust di- 
rectors - half of them chief ex- 
ecutives - earned more than 
£100,000 last year, compared 
with 6 in 1993-94. 

Cheviot and Wfensheck NHS 
Trust, which runs Wansbcck 
Hospital in Ashington, 
Northumberland, said John 
O’Brien, its chief executive un- 
til March this year, had taken 
early retirement “in the inter- 
ests of the service". He had been 
appointed as chief executive of 
the trust only in April 1994. 

Jonathan Tymms, acting fi- 
nance director for the trust, 
whose total income hot year was 
£46m, said the half-million 
pound hill was made up of a 
£41.000 compensation payment 
for loss of office, an element for 
salary, and £414,000 in pension 
contributions which must be 
capitalised under new NHS 
rules. 

He added that Mr O'Brien. 


who was in his early fiflies. ha 
spent 29 years in the NHS; an 
was paid £68,000 at the liibe c 
his departure. The cash wasfpai 
in accordance with NHS regu 
lations and approved by NHI 
auditors, he said. ’ : 
Alan Milbum. a Labou 
health spokesman, said ptayin; 
out 1 per cent of the trust's an 
nual income on a single iever 
ance package was “astonishing 
and unacceptable”. : j " . 

The pay-out comes Tamil 
continued criticism of 4 “bin 
and fire” mentality in the Jieahl 
service which has led to a grow 
ing NHS redundancy bill it 
recent years. . -■ 

Andrew Wall, Ibrmcfr chie 
executive of Bath Health An 
thority who was himself made 
redundant at the age.gf 56 ir 
1992, said yesterday that tfu 
present NHS arrangement; 
were “chaotic” with “chief ex- 
ecutives and others still losing 
their jobs at the whim of chain 
of health authorities and trusts'’ 
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Father of dead girl makes plea for action on dealers as another teenager fights for his life West 

““ jurors 

told to 
ignore 
pressure 



• ssl- 


- A 15-year-old boy was last night 
fighting for his life and anoth- 
er.was recovering in hospital 
. after theytooka drugs cocktail 
including ecstasy. 

Eddie Ingleby and Kenneth 
Williams were taken ill just 
hours before tragic Leah Betts 
lost her fight for life. 

The schoolboys were taken to 
-the Queen Alexandra Hospital 
‘ in Cosham, Hants, after hallu- 
cinating at their homes on 
Wednesday ni ght 

Kenneth was fighting for his 
life in the hospital’s intensive 
care unit while Eddie was said 
to be “recovering”. Both boys 
are from the Leigh Park area 
of Havant, Hants. 

• Kenneth's mother, Sandra 
Page; described how her son re- 
turned staggering and stumbling 
to their home in Winterslow 
Drive. She said he could not 
speak when he arrived home 
and added: Td like to string up 
whoever is responsible for this.” 

Kenneth’s step-brother, Carl 
Plage, said Kenneth kept falling 
over and bumping into things. 

He said: “He went into the 
kitchen and tried buttering a 
plate. We thought he was just 
drunk. We put him to bed but 
he kept getting out and want- 
ed to sleep on die floor. He got 
really aggressive when we went 
towards him " 

The family called an ambu- 
lance at about 11pm and he was 
taken to hospital. 

Eddie was taken to the hos- 
pital about an hour later, after 
his mother found him stagger- 
ing uncontrollably around their 
home at Fleet End Close, Leigh 
Park. 

Detectives in Portsmouth, 
Hants, warned yesterday that 
the drugs problem was so bad 
in the city that there could be 
“ten Leah Betts tragedies every 
week”. 

Drug squad Detective 
Sergeant Nigel Midgley said 
Portsmouth's dub scene at- 
tracted 'thousands, of people 
from around the region each 
weekend and drugs were wide- 
ly available. 

“We have spoken to both the 
boys, but not surprisingly they 
do not want to tell us what they 
took We believe that they took 
a cocktail of drugs, it's fright- 
eningly easy to get hold of ec- 
stasy, amphetamines and 
cannabis.” 

“We’re now making inquiries 
to find out where they got the 
drugs from-" 

Portsmouth police estimate 
that the ecstasy trade in the city 
is worth a staggering £13m a 
year. 



Facing tragedy: Leah Betts’ father, Paul, and his wife, Janet, show their emotion yesterday after deciding to cut off the 18 -year-old's life-support Photograph: Edward Webb 

‘My Leah’s ordeal is now over’ 


LOUISE JURY 

The life-support system keep- 
ing alive the 18-year-old ecsta- 
sy victim, Leah Betts, was 
switched off yesterday after 
tests showed she was brain 
dead. 

Her distraught father, Paul, 
broke the news at a press con- 
ference at which he renewed 
appeals for action against drug 
dealers and said he look com- 
fort from Leah's organs being 
used for transplant. 

Leah, of Laichingdon near 
Mai don, Essex, had been in a 
coma at Broomfield Hospital 
Chelmsford, since collapsing 
just after midnight on Sunday 
after taking one ecstasy tablet 
at her 18th birthday party. 

After four days in which the 
teenager showed no signs of 
improvement, the decision to 
switch off the life-support was 
made on Wednesday evening 
and carried out early yesterday. 
Just a few hours later. Mr Betts 


and his wife, Janet, faced the 
press and wept as he said: 
“Leah's ordeal is now over.” 

In an emotional outpouring; 
Mr Betts, a former officer in the 
Metropolitan police, called for 
a radical review of the sen- 
tencing of drug dealers and 
spoke of his hatred for those he 
accused of lolling his daughter. 

“The haired I have got is 
welling up inside me not only as 
a father but as an ex-policeman. 
I think there has to be a com- 
plete radical change in the way 
people are dealt with," he said. 

Drug dealers should serve the 
sentence passed “instead of be- 
ing sentenced to five years and 
then you let them out after five 
months”. 

“That is the biggest load of 
bull I have come across. What 
deterrent is that? It killed my 
daughter and it is killing others”. 

Mr Betts said be would trea- 
sure memories of his daughter 
“from bouncing her on my knee 
to when she came running down 



Victim: Leah Betts died five days after taking ecstasy 


the hall on Saturday night 
dressed in her new outfit, say- 
ing 'how do 1 look?’. She looked 
.so beautiful". 

His wife, Leah's stepmother, 
who is a nurse, repeated a 


warning to those who take 
drugs. “I could lecture like a 
mum until I am blue in the face, 
but the only people who can 
prevent this from happening 
a gain is yourself." 


She said she was horrified by 
people “sitting around dis- 
cussing the virtues of these 
drugs" and by the notion of test- 
ing tablets to check the purity. 
She stressed that the ecstasy 
which claimed Leah's life was 
the straight, unadulterated 
chemical compound. 

Mrs Betts added: “To people 
who say it's her own fault, you 
are right, but drugs should not 
be available in the first place and 
peer pressure should be to 
refuse them and not take them. 
This fashion must die like our 
daughter has died.” 

Mr and Mrs Betts, together 
with Leah’s three sisters and a 
brother, had kept a vigil at her 
bedside. They thanked the in- 
tensive care unit staff, the trans- 
plant teams and the public wbo 
have inundated the family with 
letters and cards of support. 

Some of the letters came 
from children who had stopped 
taking drugs after seeing what 
had happened. 


Mr Betts said: “If there are 
any others I can help - by talk- 
ing to groups, families, any- 
thing whatever having lived tins 
living hell I would be only too 
willing to assist in anyway I can.” 

Vanessa Morgan, transplant 
co-ordinator for Essex and 
North London, met Leah's par- 
ents on Wednesday after they 
told intensive care staff Lhey 
wished their daughter’s organs 
to be donated. She said: “A 
young death like this is such a 
tragedy that getting something 
positive out of it must be good.” 

Leah is thought to have 
bought the tablet at Raquels 
nightclub in Basildon last Fri- 
day. Police yesterday repeated 
appeals for anyone with infor- 
mation on the dealer to come 
forward. 

A number of people have 
been questioned and released 
on police bail. Two were 
charged with intent to supply 
drugs in incidents unrelated to 
her case. 



isk in Britain 


LOUISE JURY 

Britain is seeing a higher num- 
ber of deaths from ecstasy than 
other countries because of the 
way in which the drug has tak- 
en hold in the dance scene 
where the possibility of over- 
heating and dehydration in- 
creases the risks. ■ 

Dr John Hemy, of the Na- 
tional Poisons Unit at Guy’s 


Hospital London, said: “Wre 
ahead of other countries be- 
cause it is now part of the na- 
tional culture. Many people do 
ft. But, as far as I mow, the 
numbers of deaths are small 
elsewhere.” 

There have been very few in 
the United States. The inci- 
dence is lower because the drug 
is generally taken in more 
leisurely circumstances than the 


hot and frenzied surroundings 
of a night-club. 

However, Dr Henry is now 
receiving reports from Ger- 
many, Sweden and Italy. “I 
have heard from colleagues in 
Germany two or three times re- 
cently with cases of liver dam- 
age and people needing liver 
transplants.” 

The reports axe coining from 
cities well-known for their night 


life, like Hamburg and Berlin. 

He believes that more may 
emerge when the risks become 
more widely known and ecsta- 
sy is identified as a possible fac- 
tor in young people’s deaths. 

In Britain, Dr Henry be- 
lieves as many as SO young 
people a year are (tying as a con- 
sequence of taking the drug. 
There are certainty more than 
the commonly quoted figure of 


a total of 50. More accurate fig- 
ures will eventually become 
available through the national 
mortality data but those statis- 
tics are currently running with 
a three-year time lag. 

He does not understand why 
“this fad, this craze" of taking 
ecstasy has taken hold but he 
fears for its implications. “We 
are [effectively] conducting a 
massive experiment." he says. 


The long-term effects are un- 
known. 

His biggest worry is the pos- 
sibility of higher suicide and de- 
pression rates among the young 
people who regard “dropping an 
E” as barely breaking the law. 

Dr Henry says those who 
have used ecstasy have lower 
levels of a hormone caDed ser- 
atonin in their spinal fluid. So 
do depressives. 


WILL BENNETT 

The jurors in the Rosemary 
West trial were told yesterday 
that they must keep “cool 
heads” when considering their 
verdicts. 

The judge, Mr Justice M an- 
te U, warned them in his sum- 
ming up at Winchester Crown 
Court that they must ignore the 
external pressures which the 
sensational character of the 
case had created. 

“Nobody can pretend other- 
wise than that you have a heavy 
responsibility. Your task is not 
made any easier by the sensa- 
tional nature of the case and by 
the very heavy media interest 
surrounding it,” he said. 

“1 must repeat the warning to 
set aside au perceived ideas 
about the case, all prejudice and 
all sentiment. Cool heads are 
needed.” 

The judge told them that they 
must ignore what they had read 
in newspapers, seen on televi- 
sion or heard on the radio 
about the case. 

Mrs West, 41, denies mur- 
dering 10 girls and young 
women whose remains were 
found at 25 Cromwell Street 
Gloucester, where she lived 
with her husband Frederick, and 
at then: previous home in the 
city. Mr West, who was charged 
with 12 murders, was found 
hanged in his prison cell last 
New Year's Day. 

The judge told the jury: 
“The prosecution must prove 
guilt. A defendant never had to 
prove his or her innocence ... 

“Guilt is not proved unless 
the prosecution makes you sure 
of it. In other words the pros- 
ecution has to satisfy you be- 
yond reasonable doubt that 
that applies to each and evety 
charge. 

“Murder is the deliberate 
unlawful killin g of another hu- 
man being with the intention at 
that time to cause death or re- 
alty serious bodily harm. It is not 
just the person who strikes the 
fetal blow who is guilty. Where 
two people act together as part 
of a joint plan to commit the of- 
fences each is guilty. 

“Suppose you were sure that 
Rosemary West bad enticed a 

S woman to Cromwell 
... then even though it 
might be that Fred West was ul- 
timately responsible for 
despatching the victim Rose- 
mary West would be equally 
guilty." 

The judge told the jury not to 
“speculate about what evidence 
there might have been. You 
have heard all the evidence". 

The judge mil continue his 
summing up today and the jury 
is expected to be sent out to con- 
sider its verdicts on Monday. 
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Bid of the line for ‘Today’: The newspaper that broke the mould is the victim of falling sales and a harsh economic climate 

End of price 
war gives 
industry hope 




and the death of 
Eddy’s dream 




K-'r'/'.'-v-:' 






STEVE BOGGAN 

As the world’s first seven-dav 
elearoDic newspaper was bein'" 
put to bed on 3 March lQS6.ii* 
editor, Brian MacArthur. gath- 
ered his exhausted staff lo- 
- gether and thanked them. 

Tonight, we've reached the 
green fields despite the scoffers, 
the cynics and fair weather 
friends. It’s a magnificent 
achievement by all of you." he 
said. It was indeed an achieve- 
ment that Today came out at all 
that night. Computer failures 
dogged production: the new 
technology that was to have 
made the newspaper more up- 
to-the-minute than any other in 
history was not working: and. of 
course, the colour printing dis- 
aster that was to have become 
the hallmark of Tiduy was onlv 
then being conceived. 

Recalling die launch later, Mr 
MacArthur wrote: “As thev left 
the party celebrating the launch. 


most staff knew in their hearts 
that the paper was disappoint- 
ing.... The greatest betrayal 
was the quality of the colour, the 
great promise of Today. We 
had a genuinely historic picture 
of the Queen. It had been 
transmitted in see onds down a 
telephone line _. scanner ma- 
chine. the first time that com- 
puter technology had been used 
to transmit new pictures from 
Australia, where the Queen 
was on tour, to Britain. As it ap- 
peared on the front page, how- 
ever, the colour was smudged." 

It was to have been a tech- 
nological dream, but it turned 
into a nightmare fur Mr 
MacArthur and Eddy Shah, 
the Wbrrington newspaper pro- 
prietor who broke the union 
stranglehold over print pro- 
duction and launched the first 
new national newspaper in 
decades. 

Production free from the in- 
terference of unioas and press 
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Murdoch: Would nol absorb fosses Photograph: David Rose 


barons and direct inputting by 
journalists was to have been the 
future. On the back of the 
dream came other newspapers. 
Some, like the independent. 
survived. Others, like the Jxm- 
don Daily Ntws and the Sunday 
Corrvipomicnt. failed. 

“There was a tremendous 
sense of optimism before the 
launch.” Michael Williams, u 
former 7i*/tiy features editor, re- 
called. “It was to have been a 
truly independent, classless 
newspaper using the latest in 
technology to produce a dean, 
colour newspaper with a USL4 
Today style of presentation. But 
we weren't ready. Shah set a 
premature deadline ... the staff 
couldn't cope wiLh the tech- 
nology. It was chaos and pan- 
demonium come launch time." 

On day one, Mr MacArthur 
said the papier sold more than 
I million copies and could have 
sold 3 million. But. with daily 
sales down to 550,000 within 
months. 400,000 lower than 
projected. Today ran into severe 
financial trouble and was sold 
in a f 24m deal to Tiny Row- 
land's Lonhro in June 19S6. 

In June 1987, with circulation 
at just 300,000, Rupert Murdoch 
bought the paper in a£40m deal 
and installed as editor David 
Montgomery, editor of the 
News of the World. He trans- 
formed the paper into a brash, 
sharp read for the aspiring ex- 
ecutive. He was die first to iden- 
tify the yuppie as a sexy tabloid 
subject, filling the paper with 
pound signs, power dressing, 
mobile phones and properly 
prices. Paradoxically, be was also 
(he first to notice the new wave 
of green consumerism. He mar- 
ried the two, doubled rircnlation 
within a year and earned a 
Newspaper of the Year title. 

Fora time. Today was seen as 
a threat to both the Daily Mail 
and the Mirror, but that threat 
subsided with yuppie dom and 
the fortunes of the Greens. With 
sales falling below half a million 
again, 45 journalists were made 





First edition: Eddy Shah, Today's founder, with a copy on launch day Photograph: Reuter 


redundant in Januaiy 1991. Mr 
Montgomery stood down sev- 
eral months' later, making way 
for Martin Dunn, deputy editor 
of the Sun to tidy up a product 
left shoddy after its move to 
Upping. Mr Dunn's peers be- 
lieve he performed well, re- 
designing the paper and 
stemming the circulation drift, 
before mewing handing over to 


Richard Stott, who remained 
editor until yesterday. 

Under the stewardship of 
Mr Stott - a former Mirror and 
People editor - the paper leaned 
harder to the left and Today be- 
gan to nip at the heels of gov- 
ernment and the Establishment 

But circulation wasn't hold- 
ing steady. It was down to 
560,000 from 615,000 last year, 


and it was the papers downfall. 
Despite its fresh lease of life ns 
a campaigning paper, despite 
comparatively low overheads - 
offices in Wapping and shared 
News International presses - the 
newspaper group was no longer 
prepared to absorb the losses. 

Last night, as its journalists 
pondered their future. Today 
was put to bed for the last lime. 


A radical restructuring of 
Britain's newspaper market, 
launched yesterday with the 
closure of Today, will give the 
declining industry its first 
breathing space for three years. 

While'cost-cutting is likely to 
continue, the demise of one 
newspaper and the apparent 
end of the debilitating cover 
price war will together improve 
prospects throughout Fleet 
Street. 

Sharp increases in newsprint 
prices — 40 per cent last year, 
with up to 15 per cent more ex- 
pected in January — have bad- 
ly squeezed profit margins across 
the industry. The price war. 
launched in inid-1993 by Rupert 
Murdoch’s News International, 
exacerbated the pressures for all 
main United Kingdom titles, 
and forced most companies to 
pare hack on expenses. 

The closure of Today was an 
admission that the title would 
never make any money, ac- 
cording to News International 
insiders. Having chalked up 
£I40m in losses. Mr Murdoch 
decided, finally', to walk away. 

.An offer this summer from 
Mohammed al-Fayed, owner 
of Harrods. to take Today off Mr 
Murdoch’s hands was rejected 
in favour of closing the news- 
paper outright, in the hope 
that some of its 500,0110 read- 
ers would move to other NJ ti- 
tles. such as the Times. 

Insiders at N1 said the closure 
would also allow additional 
copies of the Sun to be printed, 
and that the company was plan- 
ning to concentrate on building 
up its other titles, including the 
Times, the Sunday Tunes and the 
News of the World. 

At the same lime, the price 
war was all but abandoned last 
night. Next Monday, the Tunes 
will be on sale for 30p. up 5p. 
Two months ago. the cover 
price was raised from 20p to 
25p. allowing both the Telegraph 
and the Independent to follow 
suit, to 35p from 30p. 

The Telegraph, which yester- 
day unveiled sharply lower prof- 
its' for the year to date, said it 
was likely to raise its cover 
price as well, probably to 4Up. 


News Internationa] is also 
lowering Lhe profit margin it 
provides to retailers, from 1 1.9 
per cent to just 10 per cent. Tak- 
en together, the moves look 
aimed at improving the prof- 
itability of the Tunes. 

“This means that even Mur- 
doch Isn't impervious to news- 
print increases." Daniel Coulson, 
chief executive of the Telegraph 
group, said. “And it means the 
price war didn't work.” 

The Times has seen its cir- 
culation nearly double to 
680.000 from about 350,000 as 
a result of its aggressive pricing 
strategy. But following an ini- 
tial slump, the Telegraph man- 
aged to keep its sales above Lhe 
psychologically important 1 mil- 
lion mark. 

Moreover, the rise in circu- 
lation hurt profits at News In- 
ternational at the very time 
that Mr Murdoch's cash needs 
elsewhere in the world, partic- 
ularly in Asia, were growing. 
Profits from his master company 
were hurt by development costs 
at Star-TV,' the Asian satellite 
broadcasting company. 

The UK newspaper industry 
anticipates much more action in 
coming months. In particular, 
speculation over the future of 
the ailing Express titles intensi- 
fied yesterday. Media analysts 
expect Lord Stevens, chairman 
of United News and Media, ei- 
ther to sell the newspapers or to 
invest fresh funds to improve 
their chances of competing 
against the rival Mail titles. The 
end of the price war will make 
it easier for him to find funds for 
the needed investment. 

While shares of all the pub- 
licly quoted newspaper com- 
panies rose yesterday, analysts 
warned that the long-term prob- 
lems remained. 

“This is a declining industry,” 
one media analyst said. “It will 
become increasingly hard to 
make any money out of [news- 
papers].” 

Mathew Horsman 
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Free and easy: While some national monuments now charge for entry, there is still a bustling alternative culture for the day-tnpper 
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Something for nothing? I, 

Ail you need is a spot 0 l 
of lateral thinking j# 


DAVID LISTER 

Arts Correspondent 


Like most of London’s muse- 
ums now, the Science Museum 
in South Kensington charges for 

a dmissio n. But for those eager 
to broaden the frontiers of 
their knowledge, they can bold- 


ly go where few men have gone 
before - to Willesden Green - 
and have an alternative sci- 
ence lecture for free. 

Every week expert “alterna- 
tive thinkers'’ give free talks. 
T night’s advocated the the- 
ory that diseases arrive on our 
planet on comets that have 
travelled from outer space. 

While increasing parts of the 
capital's high culture move to 
charging customers, with the 
new head of the Victoria and 
Albert an advocate of admission 
charges, there remains a 
bustling alternative culture for 
the visitor or family on a day oul 
And it’s free. So too are the na- 
tional monuments to high cul- 
ture: the British Museum, the 
National and Thle galleries. Up 
to 50 lesser museums and gal- 
leries in London are still free. 

But with the Science. Natur- 















Star turn: Visitors watch a free performance by a street entertainer in Covent Garden, central London, yesterday 


Photograph: John Voos 


al History. National Maritime 
and Imperial Mr museums ah 
having compulsory charges* and 
the V&A a dong euphemistically 
for voluntary donations, it can 
pay to think laterally. And some 
of London’s free attractions 
certainly demand a certain 
am ount of lateral thinking. 

They still change the guard at 
Buckingham Palace. And you 
still do not need a penny to see 
it. though you need a pocket cal- 
culator to plan your visit It is 
advertised as being “on alter- 
nate days, on even dates in No- 
vember and December, not in 
very wet weather or on certain 
ceremonial days". 


J-iljDroBrftish Muswro/ 

- iiJ3d^ 

-Qtar^jjrig .Of ?haiGDtod«Vv 
St James’s Park. - " . v v 


4poc .VfektherlDBears^ 
\Chrfetrr»a&^ratto -at; ' 
\HanwJs {Beware: tee h 


Free too is the Albert Memo- 
rial Visitor Centre. The memo- 
rial itself, a masterpiece of 
Gothic revival with nearly 200 
statues, is shrouded by scaf- 
folding and hidden from view, 
but an exhibition in foe adjacent 
visitors’ centre shows what it 
wotdd like look like if it were vis- 
ible. 

The London Tourist Board 
points out that the capital's 
parks are free, many with free 
concerts, and so is the capital’s 
page antry, events like the State 
Opening of Parliament, (he 
Lord Mayor’s Show, Trafalgar 
Day Parade and Trooping the 
Colour, though it adds lateral- 
ly “although sometimes you 
have to pay for the best view". 

It is proud of what it calls free 
eccentrics’ entertainment, such 
as Speakers’ Comer and the Pfc. 
ter Pan Cup Swimming Race. 
There is non-eccentric enter- 
tainment in places like the 
South Bank Centre foyer, Wsst- 
mmster Abbey and Covent Gar- 
den piazza. The Oxford and 


joiivjn v^Carbfe: 

•;)n Ti^^ScpLfore;^ " 


Cambridge boat race can he 
viewed for free, so can the 
London marathon and the Nut- 
ting Hill Carnival. 


V&A director 


attacks ‘silly’ 
donations 


Only Currys bring you 


DAVID USTER 


The director of ihc Victoria and 
Albert Museum. Dr Alan Borg, 
yesterday described the muse- 
um’s system of asking visitors for 
voluntary donations as “silly”. 


voluntary donations as suiy , 
claiming it just made people feel 
uncomfortable and did not raise 


revenue efficiently. 

As revealed in the Indepen- 
dent yesterday. Dr Borg wants 
to end this system, and is an ad- 
vocate of compulsory charges. 
At a meeting with journalists he 
spelt out the enormous suras the 
museum now needs, claiming 
that most of its 144 galleries 
were sub-standard. 

Dr Borg took over as direc- 
tor of the V&A from Dame 
Elizabeth Esteve-Coll last 
month. He has already made 
changes to the management 
system she introduced. “I have 
removed one layer of manage- 
ment.” he said. “One effect of 
lhaL has been to bring the cu- 
rators closer to the centre." 

He added that millions need- 
ed to be spent on bringing the 
museum up to a proper stan- 
dard. “We have got galleries 
which to my mind are a disgrace 
to a national museum,” he said. 

“The British art and design 
galleries are poor. We haven’t 



Dr Alan Borg: made changes 


got an education centre, which 
is amazing for a place that was 
set up with a remit of education. 
Some galleries are appallingly 
displayed, one has been closed 
for living memory. The Islam- 
ic gallery is appalling. The Hen- 
ry Cole wing galleries are a 
disgrace. The majority of gal- 
leries need upgrading, from 
very serious upgrading to mak- 
ing sure everything has a label. 
The ceramics galleries are very 
poorly displayed with labels 
that go hack to before the war.” 

On the question of charging. 
Dr Borg, who introduced ad- 
mission charges al the Imperi- 
al War Museum, said he did not 
have a specific figure in mind, 
but added: “It is not a question 
of affordability.” Referring to 
gallery closures, he said: “I 
would rather have an entrance 
charge which could keep the 
galleries open.” He added that 
the museum, which receives a 
£30m grant from government, 
W3S moving towards a deficit. 

In an article to be published 
in Antique Collector, Dr Borg 
says that the majority of people 
who visit the V&A “could afford 
to pay a £10 entrance fee if they 
had to”. At present visitorsare 
asked to give a £4.50 donation. 

It will be up to the trustees, 
headed by Lord Armstrong of 
Dminster, the former Cabinet 
Secretary, to deride whether to 
bring in compulsory admission 
charges. Dr Borg said the vol- 
untary system was siljy and 
made people feel uncomfort- 
able and he would prefer to re- 
move the voluntaiy charges. 

Meanwhile, the V&A is plan- 
ning to renew its premises by 
launching an architectural com- 
petition for a £40m building on 
part of its site. It will apply for 
up lo£20m of millennium bind- 
ing for the project. 
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BBC gets $lm for 
Diana interview 



CLARE GARNER 


The BBC has been besieged by 
hids for the rights to broadcast 
Lhe Panorama interview with the 
Princess of Wales and yesterday 
raked a reported Sint from a 
single deal with ABC. one of 
America's major networks. 
Billed as an ABC News Special, 
the interview will he broadcast 
on Friday 24 November 
at 9pm. 

AJBC. which struck a news- 
gathering partnership with the 
BBC in July 1993. outbid its 
three main rivals for what is be- 
ing dubbed the scoop of (he cen- 
tury. The BBC insisted that 
.ABC paid a -fair market rate“ 
but refused to be specific about 
the price paid. 

As Britons sit down to watch 
the interview on Monday 
evening, the programme will si- 
mu hnncouslv be broadcast by 
BBC World' and BBC Prime 
which together reach 4b million 
homes worldwide. 

At u press conference yes- 
terday. Panorama reporter 

Martin Bashir said the Princess 


of Whies was given no prefer- 
ential treatment and insisted 
Ibat there had been “no paid in- 
termediary... no Mr Big or Mr 
Fix It” to secure the interview. 
“1 was able to outline the gen- 
eral areas of discussion but no 
specific questions were given to 
anyone beforehand.” he said. 

Mr Bashir insisted that the in- 
terview had emerged from 
more general research into the 
monarchy and said the BBC bad 
approached the Princess rather 
than the other way round. 

“The imitation came from us. 
It was not suggested to us by- 
anyone else.” he said. “You 
know and 1 know- that you use 
first hand sources if you can." 
he added. 

Mr Bashir, who in the past 
has presented Songs of Praise. 
said that because he had never 
done a royal story before, he 
had been unaware of the enor- 
mity of the scoop. 

Mr Bashir was unable to 
predict what effect the tnteniew 
would have on the monarchy 
saying he was “a professional 
doing his job”. 
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Gnema at Home TV/Video Package 
28” Dolby Pro-Logic Surround Sound TV 

■ 66cm visible screen size. 

■ Fastext for easy access to all Teletext services. 

PLUS 

4-Head Nicam Stereo Video with VideoPlus 

■ VideoPlus for easy programming. 

■ 4 heads for enhanced slow motion 
and freeze frame picture quality. 

Model 2874TNY2/360. PUIS 8 FREE CINEMA TICKETS 
20% DEPOSIT & 6 DAECT DEBIT MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF £159X7. 


PACKAGE MOCE 




sound™*" 

When 


TELETEXT TV/VIDEO PACKAGES 

■ *~ 

E§ 




I tot 



'4c.-- ,- t 

or 










FERGUSON 20- Fastext TV 

49cm visible screen sire. Model T49F. 
PUIS Extended Hay Video with VideoHus 
Model FV90. 

Total Separate Selling MOWGEPnCE 

Price £569 98. M m Ik. 

0*. INTEREST il A Q 

pepott 4 6 CWFCT OtBT rUxlvfl 

uomwwnrwnof CMF7 






GRUNDIG 

21- Fastext TV 

51cm visible screen size. Model 2103. 
PUIS 

Extended Ptay Video bwkage price 
with VideoPlus m tm ja 

Model 701. „/| ||] 

to%otKwr» reowecToafr fUf 1 1 

Hornwr RAYnans of cia. ITT 1 m 


PHILIPS 21" Fastext TV 

Sion vhibie screen size. Model 21166B. 
PLUS 

Extended Play Video with VideoPlus 
Model 1 57. Total Separate Manama 
Selling Pnce £549.98. M fkfk 

0% INTEREST /l fill 

W. DfPOST 1 B D«a DEBT ^ 

uomYMn-wnofaLM iwm m 






tl V • Vi’ ‘ 


* •' v-V : 

r i l ^ 


i * .... ; 






if 

^ T p • ' '&■ T -j* 

«'•« ' 
i?: ; ‘ ' ' : - r - f" 








.L,. .. ^ 

>*r t -V- i'.-iU- <-.■-3.-— 


Lvit: 


- 'i.VtSt-.' ■ -.if- 


'/ • 

nos"--.::, ' » 




Afe. -'S'-:. T - . - . 


& l 

& 

ITO.-v* - 





t. 

'a 



• 



; S?9 











crime-fighting 

role for forces 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


Defence resources may be 
.diverted to help fight drug 
trafficking and international 
organised crime as they be- 
come more of a threat to na- 
tional security, Lhe Secretary of 
State for Defence, Michael Por- 
tillo, said yesterday. 

But he added "that such a 
move would not prejudice the 
traditional roles of the armed 
forces and that they needed to 
retain the ability to fight ftiH- 
scale wars as we'li as taking on 
new roles. 

Because future conflict could 
arise anywhere and for many 
‘ reasons, intelligence would be 
. the key to defence in future, he 
told service chiefs and top civ- 
il servants. Although weapons 
technology will continue to be 
be transferred to Third World 
countries, Mr Portillo said it was 
vital that Western countries 
retained their superiority in 
intelligence, using modem in- 
formation systems. 

_ Mr PortiUo was giving his own 
views on British security in the 
year 2010 to an expert audience. 
He softened the view on Euro- 


pean defence co-operation 
which he had expressed at the 
Conservative Party conference, 
but stressed that individual na- 
tions, and Nato, remained the 
“most credible" defensive or- 
ganisations. Sources at the 
MoD stressed the speech was 
his own work and not been writ- 
ten for him. 

Mr Portillo said the growth 
of crime and “inner-city alien- 
ation" might diminish the self- 
confidence of democracies and 
make them more introspective. 
“At the same time,” he said, 
“drug trafficking and interna- 
tional organised crime will be 
seen as a greater threat to na- 
tional security even than they 
are today. Defence resources 
may be diverted to combating 
them." 

MoD sources said that the 
defence resources to be divert- 
ed would be mainly intelligence 
and communications, although 
Navy and Air Force units could 
be involved in the interception 
of smugglers - a role for which 
they have always been available. 

The move would be consis- 
tent with recent proposals to in- 
volve the security service (MI5) 
more in tackling organised 


Crime. The need to use defence 
forces might arise as interna- 
tional drug cartels became bel- 
ter organised and more heavily 
armed, MoD sources said. 

Mr Portillo stressed the need 
to develop automated battle- 
field command and control sys- 
tems. which would he “the key 
to success, and the key to min- 
imising casualties”. The need to 
minimise friendly casualties 
was particularly acute as people 
would become less tolerant of 
mistakes, he said. He added that 
Britain would therefore need to 
continue to work closely with 
the US. 

Mr RirtiUo said the age of de- 
terrence had not ended but 
that deterring people had be- 
come much more complicated 
in a more “diverse” world. “The 
nation slate remains the most 
credible unit of deterrence,” he 
said, citing the examples of 
Britain in the Falklandswarand 
of Israel. He added that “de- 
terrence” might also be used to 
counter state-sponsored ter- 
rorism - in other words, a ter- 
rorist attack on London might 
be answered bv a massive strike 
on a foreign taigel known lobe 
responsible. 


Security risk: MPs are pressing for a ‘safe’ area for media interviews after the College Green attack on Brian Mawhinney Photograph: Tom R'tston 


Students declare war over Asylum Bill 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 
Political Correspondent 


Supporters of Wednesday’s 
paint and flour attack on Tory 
party chairman, Brian Mawhin- 
ney, yesterday convened a fol- 
low-up press conference in their 
London college, declaring 
“war" on the Government over 
the proposed Asylum and Im- 
migration Bill. 

The act of defiance came as 


pressure increased from Tory 
MPs for a dedicated “safe area” 
dose to the Palace of West- 
mi osLer in which broadcast in- 
terviews could be conducted 
with ministers and MPs. 

The police were forced to 
apologise for taking 20 minutes 
to respond to frantic 999 calls 
from Alan Duncan MP, the 
chairman's parliamentary aide, 
after Dr Mawhinney was ac- 
costed on College Green on his 


way to interviews after the State 
Opening of ParliamenL 

The Commons Sergeant at 
Arms is expected to hold an in- 
quire into the possibilities of a 
dedicated press area. 

Betty Bcothroyd, the Speak- 
er, was said yesterday to have 
been concerned about possible 
risks to safety since the leader- 
ship contest in the summer, 
when the green was in constant 
use for media interviews. 
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Authorities at Kingsway Col- 
lege, Holbom, moved quickly to 
distance themselves from the 
holding of the news conference 
on ils premises, siting it was con- 
vened in the canteen by Nick de 
Marco, student union president 
at Kingjway and an organiser of 
the Movement for Justice, which 
was behind the paint-throwing. 

Two A-level students at the 
college, Karen Doyle and 
Naveed Malick. both IS. were 


arrested for assault on Wednes- 
day, along with Amanda Egbe. 
20, a sabbatical officer on the 
student union of the Universi- 
ty of North London. Charges 
bad not been brought last night 
Mr de Marco said the protest 
“was a declaration of war 
against the Government. Jf it 
tries to introduce the most 
racist Bill ever and send people 
back to their deaths, we will slop 
it in any way necessary.” 


US veto could 
stall Nigeria 
oil embargo 

T he Labour Party yester- ed there will be 40.000 ap 
day pressed the "Govern- cations for asylum in Britaii 
menl for an embargo on which only a small number 
Nigerian ofl exports - both as 
a lever to end the bloody denial 


of human rights in Nigeria and 
as a means of stemming the tide 


as a means of stemming the tide 
of asylum-seekers coming to 
Britain. But although an em- 
bargo was not ruled out by 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind. privately ministers feel 
there Is little prospect of getting 
such a move through the UN se- 
curity council. 

Were the Government to 
take up the call by Robin Cook, 


Inside 

Parliament 


HI Stephen 
Goodwin 


the shadow Foreign Secretary, 
in the resumed Queen’s Speech 
debate, a senior ministerial 
source said it was likely the US 
would veto it The US imports 
about 50 per cent of Nigeria's 
oil, but Britain imports little. 

Mr Cook said an embargo 
would be the best way to bring 
home the revulsion felt at last 
week’s hanging of nine envi- 
ronmental activists by the 
Nigerian regime. “I am famil- 
iar with the dilemma that ap- 
plying economic pressures to a 
regime can bring pain to its peo- 
ple, but the whole point of Ken 
Saro-Wrwa’s campaign was that 
the peoples of Nigeria saw too 
little of the revenues from the 
oil.” Mr Cook said. 

Mr Rifkind said no option 
was excluded. “What we are pri- 
marily concerned to do is iden- 
tify measures that won’t harm 
the Nigerian people but make 
international condemnation of 
the Nigerian Government clear 
and unmistakable.” It was “right 
and proper” that the Com- 
monwealth had suspended 
Nigeria and that Britain had im- 
posed an arms embargo. 

Mr Cook saw the restoration 
of democracy and human rights 
in Nigeria as one way of help- 
ing to reduce the number of ap- 
plications for asylum in Britain 
-an issue the Government has 
chosen to deal with through its 
controversial Asylum and Im- 
migration Bill. 

Worldwide there are 40 mil- 
lion refugees and displaced 
persons. This year it is expect- 


ed there will be 40.00H appli- 
cations for asylum in Britain of 
which only a small number will 
be accepted. 

With MPs on both sides con- 
tinuing to press for the Bill to 
go to a special standing com- 
mittee so that evidence could be 
taken from experts outside Par- 
liament. Mr Cook said foreign 
policy - had a part to play in re- 
moving the pressure of 
refugees. Human rights should 
be at the centre of foreign pol- 
icy. starting with Nigeria. 

“Given 'all we now know 
about the brutality of that 
regime, it is very difficult to un- 
derstand why it is that over the 
past 12 months out of the 2.032 
applications for asylum from 
people from Nigeria, one has 
been granted and 2.031 have 
been rejected? 

“Can the foreign secretary 
put his hand on his conscience 
and tell us that 99.95 per cent 
of those applications were bo- 
gus?” Mr Cook asked. 

He also stressed the long- 
term role development could 
play in curbing economic mi- 
grants and said it would be 
“grotesque” if the Budget 
brought cuts in overseas aid. 


O pening the day’s debate, 
Mr Rifltind ignored the 
warning by his prede- 
cessor Douglas Hurd against 
“empty noise and phoney war- 
fare" and concentrated on ridi- 
culing Labour over its CND past 
and U-turns on Europe. He said 
that while recognising the ben- 
efits that the EU continues to 
bring to Britain, the Govern- 
ment wanted to make it work 
better. “The Prime Minister 
has made it clear that we will 
support moves at next year’s In- 
ter-governmental Conference 
towards a union which was fair- 
er, more flexible and more rel- 
evant to ordinary people 
through more effective co-op- 
e rati on in areas like foreign and 
security jxslicy and the fight 
against crime.” 

Intervening, Denis Mac- 
Share, Labour MP for Rother- 
ham, protested that after Mr 
Portillo’s “vile, xenophobic, 
ranting speech” at the Tory’ 
conference, no British govern- 
ment containing him could be 
taken seriously on any Euro- 
pean question. 

Witched by a smiling Mr 
Portillo, Mr Rifkind told Mr 
MacShane: “1 am sure you feel 
belter having got that off your 
ehcsL But it bears very little rel- 
evance to the issues before us.” 


Next week’s business 


MOMMY - Commons Questions to 
National Heritage minsters and the 
Lori Chancellor's Department; 
Queen’s Speech debate, fourth day - 
Ifwestment, trade, industry and 
transport. Lords Queen's Speech 
debate, second day - law and home 
and social affairs. 

TUESDAY - Commons: Environment 
questions; Prime Minister's Questions; 
Queen’s Speech debate - social 
affairs, education and home affairs. 
Lords: Queen's Speech debate - 
environment, agriculture. local 
government and education. 
WEDNESDAY - Commons: {9.30am} 
Backbench debates: Common 

Fisheries Policy: West Vbriehlre's water 
supply; Education funding in 

Northumberland: Fleet maintenance 
and repair organisation m Portsmouth 


naval base: Compensation for women 
permanently injured by radiotherapy 
treatment after breast cancer. 

(2.30pm) Scottish questions: Queen's 
Speech debate - the economy. Lords: 
Queen's Speech - industrial and 
economic affairs. 

THURSDAY - Commons: Treasury 
questions; Pnme Munster's Questions: 
Chemical weapons Bill, Second 
Readme Hong Kong (Overseas Public 
Servants) Bit). Second Reading. Lords 
Debate on earnings top-up draft rules 
for a new m-woik benefit for people 
without dependent children. 

FRIDAY - Commons: Debate on 
earnings top-up draft foies. Lords: Not 
situng. 

TODAY'S BUSINESS - Commons 

(9.30am) Queen's Speech debate, 
third day - health: Lords: Not sitting. 
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o^gK architecture and Digital UNIX® platform 


work effortlessly u/ith other systems . So future 
growth is all gain , and no pain . Digital 
partnerships with key players like Oracle , 


Informix and Sybase give you a huge choice 


of database 


PERFORMANCE 

IMPROVEMENTS 


familiar access AlphaServer 8400 

system running 

... 64-bit vs. 52-bit 

like jAj. Oracle 7™; 

Digital data warehouse 


applications , «jzW 

and reporting tools 




f Complex queries 
(5 -way join): 

51.9 TIMES FASTER 

Ad hoc queries 
( 5 -u ay join): 


And 


systems 


are already hard at work around ^ITTbTZT the world , 

{ parallelized): 

doing trend analysis , profitability 17.3 times faster modelling, 
risk management , inventory control, supply chain planning 
™ and other heavy lifting. Want to know more? 
Just call Digital on 0800 320 300, or 

e-mail ns at moreinfo@digital.com or visit us on the 
World Wide Web at http:! I www.digital.com. 


■ Performance Information. Bench marked By Oracle Corporation, reflects 32-lut vs. 64-mt versions of Oracle ? running on Diet's AlphaServer 8400 system a-.th Digital UNIX, r^iggs Digital Equipment Corporation. Dipltal. the DIGITAL logo and AlphaServer are trademarks of Digital Equwraant Cora UNIX 
(Bolstered trademark in the United States and other countries, licensed exclusively through IMJcan Company, Ud. Digital UNIX V3.2 on «lp^a is an t'dpen UNIX93 bunded product Oracle 7 is a trademark of Oracle Corporation Ail other products are trademarks or registered trademarks ot their respective companies 
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** le ac tivists: Bloodsports lobby launches £3.5m advertising campaign aimed at countering influence of animal rights movement 


New group to step up 
battle in the countryside 
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Country matters: Members of the Grafton Hunt in Oxfordshire out cubbing on one of the first hunts of the year Photograph: Tom Pilston 


DANNY PENMAN 

Britain's newest and probably 

most powerful blondsport and 
countryside lobbying group was 
bunched yesterday with a 
£3 _5m advertising campaign. 

After months of secret prepa- 
rations. the Countryside Move- 
ment was founded to protect the 
interests of rural Britain as well 
as those of the hunting, shoot- 
ing and fishing lobbies. 

The movement claims that 
rural Britain is poorly under- 
stood by urban dwellers and 
seeks to build a greater “aware- 
ness and understanding" 
through expensive and sus- 
tained advertising campaign. 

According to secret minutes 
of meetings held by the organ- 
isation obtained by the Inde- 
pendent, high on its list of 
priorities is countering the 
growing influence of animal 
welfare groups. It also aims to 
tackle land access groups such 


as the Ramblers' Association. 
One of the lull-page advertise- 
ments. which wui appear in na- 
tional newspapers from today, 
pictures a slaughterman. The 
caption reads “George Roberts 
head slaughterman and animal 
lover". Another advertisement 
tackles organisations lobbying 
for greater land access rights. 
Beneath a picture of a footpath 
reads the caption “It goes right 
across fanner Stockd ale's land. 
No one’s defending your right 
to use it more than him." 

The Countrvside Movement, 
which is supported by some of 
Britain's richest and most in- 
fluential landowners, drew crit- 
icism from the Ramblers' 
Association and the Interna- 
tional Fund for Animal Welfare. 

Both groups accuse the new 
movement of being a front for 
the blood sports lobby and 
those who wish to restrict pub- 
lic access to the countryside. 

David Beskine, a Ramblers' 


Association spokesman, criti- 
cised the footpath and right to 
roam advertisement and de- 
manded its withdrawal. “Survey 
after survey has shown that the 
greatest problem walkers face 
in the countryside- is obstruction 
of footpaths!'' he said. 

“There's a host of popular 
movements in this country con- 
cerned with animal rights, pre- 
serving the countryside and the 
right to roam and they [the 
Countryside Movement] think 
they can alter their growing in- 
fluence with money'. 1 don't 
think they'll succeed." 

The IFAW described the ad- 
verts as “patronising, glossy 
and totally without substance". 

Sir David SteeL the move- 
ment's executive chairman, said 
the aim of the advertising cam- 
paign was to build up a huge 
database of people with an in- 
terest in aJJ aspects of the coun- 
tryside who could be mobilised 
over key issues that affect them. 


Car culture 
creates new 
level of 
dependence 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

People have become so addict- 
- ed to their cars that they even 
use them for many journeys of 
under half a mile, according to 
research for the RAC. 

The study, called Car De- 
pendence , paints a picture of a 
society so transformed by wide- 
spread car ownership and use 
that most peopie can no longer 
think of life without wheels. The 
bald statistics of increasing car 
use show, that, between 1950 
; .and 1992, car ownership per 
household increased almost 
tenfold and as a result, people 
travelled, on average, three 
limes as many miles per year. 

As with all addictions, car de- 
pendence grows slowly. People 
buy a car when they can afford 
it and gradually their lifestyle 
changes so that they become un- 
able to conceive of no longer 
having one. For example, they 
move to areas with little public 
transport, they obtain jobs too 
far away to travel by any other 
means or they have children 
who then need transporting. 

Once people own a car, they 
make much less use of public 
transport and therefore the 
widespread increase in car own- 
ership has sharply reduced the 
provision of public transport. 

There has been, in particular, 
a sharp growth in the number 
of trips for shopping and for 
escorting children, both to 
school and to leisure activities, 
many of which involve short 
journeys. For example, nearly 7 
per cent of journeys of under 
half a mile are now by car - 
ncarlv double the proportion in 
the l'970s- And 8.2 per cent of 
car journeys involve trips of less 
than one mile. 

People in rural areas are the 
most dependent on car use, 
often being “forced" to use 
cars when their income cannot 
really support car ownership 
and therefore they sacrifice 
spending money on other basics 
such as food or housing. 

International evidence sug- 
gests that car dependence is 
growing in nearly all devel- 


Methods of transport 
used for journeys of 
under half a mile 

1975 1988 
-1976 -1991 

Walking 933% 90.7% 


Car 

Bus 

Rail 

Cycling 


3.8% 6.9% 
0 . 1 % 0 . 2 % 
0 % 0 % 
2.6% 1.9% 


oped countries. In only , two 
countries is the proportion of 
journeys by car not increasing: 
in the US, where car use has vir- 
tually reached saturation point, 
for 98 per cent of all journeys, 
and the Netherlands, where 
the Government has long had 
a policy of introducing radical 
measures to encourage other 
modes of transport, such as rail 
and cycling. 

The research, which used 
both existing data and new 
surveys, suggests that for 
around 20 per cent of journeys, 
cars are virtually the only means 
of making the trip. In about 60 
per cent of cases, the journey 
could be made by other means 
but it would either take longer 
or be much less practical. 

The RAC says the report 
shows that- efforts to reduce 
traffic by imposing blanket mea- 
sures on all motorists, such as 
petrol price increases or road 
tolls, are raisguided- 

Edmund King, the RAC's 
bead of campaigns, said: “We 
should concentrate on hying to 
reduce the number of journeys 
in the 20 per cent of cases 
where there is actually a genuine 
alternative." 

However, the report warns 
that allowing current trends to 
continue, transport conditions 
are bound to deteriorate since 
there will be more traffic on the 
roads and fewer alternative 
forms of travel. 

■ Cor Dependence is produced 
by the ESRC "fransport Studies 
Unit Oxford University, price 
£25. i 
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Quartz, Quince, Sex 

By Frederick Jones 

Everywhere the walls are invisible 
as habit, remote. For the child the room 

is huge plains, each with Us own geography 

of dust, sun and plants; only the window 

show they're walls at alL But glance through this 
: window's single eye, and what s 
aims aid the same as what swuhin, a pair 
of facing mirrors’ endless reflections. 

Newton mned the echo in 

and conned the pentagram 

for some pattern outside 

ba^ of colour cross the darkened room 


dressed to the nines a minister declares 
a decade of call U what you wdL 
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WiCAIfT SAY HOW 10H6 A USED VB1V0 Will IASI. 
WTVE 0M.Y BEEN HAKIM THEM FOR 68 YEARS. 


70% of all the Volvos ever sold ia the United Kbigdon are 
still oa the rwuL* So yon shouldn’t be too sarprised to discover 

that tAbb yon bay aa Approved Used Who yea get a ndntema 

twelve Month anlinited mileage warranty. 


Or that it is extendable by op to two years. 

It's not that weYe particularly philanthropic, we are just 
extremely confident that your nsed Volvo has been bofit to last. 
The conbined efforts of onr factories and oar dealers mean 

■CALCULATION BASED ON SMUT BMTWNABC F1CURES FOB 1959-1394 


that we can’t say precisely bow long. But let's hope year great 
grandchildren like driving. 

Call 0800 100 136 for more information about the cars 
available in your area. VOUfQ. A CAR YOU GAN BELIEVE IN. 
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onn opposition 


picks leader fit 
to tackle Kohl 




IMRE KARACS 

Mannheim 

.Amid scenes of jubilation be' 
fitting a great election victory, 
Germany's main opposition 
party, the Social Democrats, 
yesterday dumped the unpop- 
ular Rudolf Scharping, and ac- 
claimed the colourful Oskar 
Lafontaine as their new leader. 

The stunning coup, hatched 
overnight by Mr Lafontaine 
after a rousing speech at the 
SPD’s conference in Mann- 
heim, sent shivers down the 
spines of conservative politicians 
in Bonn. Helmut Kohl's Chris- 
tian Democrats, 14 points 
ahead in the latest polls, now 
face an energised opposition no 
longer dragged down by a 
leader devoid of ideas and 
charisma. 

Until yesterday morning. Mr 
Scharping stood unchallenged 
for the post of chairman. Then, 
as fate would have it he it was 
who had to convey the news of 
his imminent demise: “I asked 
Oskar if he was going to be a 
candidate," Mr Scharping told 
tiic hushed audience. “Oskar 
answered my question by say- 
ing he would run." 

The announcement brought 
the roof down, rewarding Mr 
Scharping with the first real 
table-thumping ovation at a 
conference already into its third 
day. The party really took off an 
hour later, when the result of 
the ballot was read ouL Mr 
Scharping, his pallid features 
turning ever paler, seemed to be 
choking back teats as his pop- 
ularity within the party he has 


led for two years was enumer- 
ated. Mr Lafontaine, who led 
the party's unsuccessful elec- 
toral challenge to Mr Kohl in 
19M, had received 321 votes; 
Mr Scharping. defeated by Mr 
Kohl last year, a derisory 190. 

“I was of the view that we 
needed clarity," Mr Scharping 
muttered. “Now we have iL" 

The new leader faces the task 
of uniting Social Democrats 
behind policies that can chal- 
lenge tne conservative hege- 
mony. After a series of 
regional-election setbacks, the 
party has plunged to its lowest 
poll rating since the war. Al- 
though Mr Lafontaine has only 
won a two-year term, his role in 
preparing the Soria! Democrats 
for the 1998 general elections 
will be crucial “I am aware of 
my responsibilities and depend 
on all of you to support me," he 
said in his victory speech. 

If charisma were all Lhey 
needed, the Social Democrats 
would be home and dry. Mr La- 
fontaine, the 52-year-old prime 
minister of Saarland, has bags 
of wit and charm, and a populist 
touch that few can match. He 
also has quite a reputation as a 
bon viveur. 

In 1992 Saarland's parlia- 
ment discovered that he was 
paying himself a state pension, 
at the age of 48, on top of his 
salary as prime minister. Mr La- 
fontaine was forced to spin a 
convoluted fable about cash 
flows and his high cost of living 
in order to escape censure. 

His tastes might be expensive, 
but his origins and politics are 
humble. 77ie son of working- 


class parents, the new SPD 
leader is on the left of the party, 
embodying the blue-collar val- 
ues that are finding ever fainte r 
echoes in the 1990s. As German 
industry migrates to rural regions 
in the south or exports jobs to 
cheaper countries in Europe, the 
ranks of the class-conscious 
working class are dwindling. 
Even in his native Saarland, Mr 
Lafontaine ’s most noted recent 
achievement is the profitable 
conversion of a derelict foundry 
into a theme park. 

His leftist leanings have been 
seized upon by Mr Kohl's party 
as an electoral liability. “With 
the election of Oskar La- 
fontaine. the SPD is leaving the 
political centre ground," 
commented Peter Hintze, the 
Christian Democrats' general 
secretary. 

But economic reality has 
tempered Mr Lafontaine’s so- 
cialist zeal, and he has proved 
adept at toning down some of 
the rhetoric. In foreign affairs, 
he remains firmly on the left, 
however. His passionate argu- 
ment against the use of German 
warplanes in the Bosnian peace- 
keeping mission earned him 
loud applause on Wednesday. 
Mr Lafontaine's misgivings 
about European monetary 
union were not so well re- 
ceived. As the Christian 
Democrats have warned, the 
new leader “will whip up pas- 
sions" about the common cur- 
rency, even m the teeLh of 
bitter protests from the party's 
Euro-wing. 

Whether he resorts to the 
populist tricks Mr Kohl fears re- 


Tdte-a-tete: The new SPD leader, Oscar Lafontaine (right) with Rudolf Scharping, whom he ousted yesterday 


Photograph: AFP 


mains to be seen. The SPD 
leader mighL have learned the 
lessons of the 1990 general 
elections, when his chauvinistic 
campaign against German re- 
unification was swept aside by 
the voters. Mr Lafontaine, then 
the SPD's candidate against 
Mr Kohl, added up the sums 
and proclaimed that East Ger- 
many would cost a lot more to 
West German tax-pay eis than 
the conservatives were admit- 
ting. Ultimately, he was proved 
right, but that was long after Mr 
Kohl romped home in triumph. 

The memories of that fatal 
misjudgement of the nation’s 


mood are still vivid. After 13 
years in the wilderness, the So- 
cial Democrats would be loath 
to suffer another defeat in three 
years’ time and are therefore 
keeping their options abouL 
Mr Kohl's next challenger open. 

That task may yet fall to 
Gerhard Schroder, the strutting 
prime minister of Lower 
Saxony, who does not disguise 
his burning ambition to take on 
Mr Kohl. Whether he gets the 
chance or not, from now on the 
going will get a lot tougher for 
the Chancellor, and life in the 
SPD will be a lot more 
interesting. 


Pilot scheme has chauvinist overtones 


E zer Weizraan is “perhaps" 
a male chauvinist, he ac- 
knowledges, but has no regrets 
about his criticism of Israeli gov- 
ernment policies. Described as 
moving “from figurehead to 
hammer head", the 71-year-old 
President has been getting into 
a few scrapes lately. His latest 
was with Alice Miller, a soldier 
who won a legal battle to be- 
come a military test piloL 
Mr Weizmah, himself a for- 
mer fighter pilot, says he didn't 
mean la offend her when he 
called her “ Maedele ” — “Mis- 
ty" in Yiddish — and wondered 
if she had ever seen a man darn- 
ing socks. Asked on television 
if he was a chauvinist, he 
replied: “Perhaps, perhaps," 
adding, “I think there is some 
criticism I need to take to heart, 
and I will lake it to heart” 
The pilot issue has long been 
a Weizman bile noire. Asked 


several years ago why Israel had 
no female air force pilots, he 
proclaimed: “The best men to 
the cockpit the best women to 
the pilots." 

The President, whose role is 
largely ceremonial, has been 
critical of Israel's peace agree- 
ments with the Palestinians. “I 
thought the pace was too fasL 
I felt duty-bound to say so." The 
Tourism Minister, Uzi Baram, 
thinks he should simply shut up. 
"Weizman is president for bet- 
ter and for worse," Mr Baram 
said. “For a long time, it has 
been for the worse." 

P ele is a rarity among black 
Brazilians: an opinion-mak- 
er. Now the sports minister 
and retired football star wants 
to spur olbers to do something 
about a country in which blacks 
are prominent in sport and en- 
tertainment. but not in gov- 


PEOPLE 



Pele: Rare opinion-maker 

eminent and the military, lb im- 
prove their lives, he told the 
newspaper Jomal do Brasil, 
black Brazilians must alter the 
racial make-up of Congress. 

“If the black man wants to 
improve his social level, he 


must put our people in 
Congress, people who will de- 
fend our race and resolve our 
problems," he said. 

“On the other hand,” Pele 
added, “the lack of black con- 
gressmen has a good side, in 
that today politicians have a bad 
reputation of being corrupt. 
At least blacks don’t cany that 
burden.” 

T he kidnapping of Rigober- 
la Menchu's cousin's baby 
has been solved. Guatemalan 
police have arrested the child's 
mother, Cristina Menchu Za- 
peta. and husband, Miguel Ve- 
lasquez Lobos, for abducting 
their own son on 4 November 
in an extortion attempt. 

Police say the couple had 
asked Ms Menchu, the 1992 No- 
bel Peace Prize winner and hu- 
man-rights campaigner, for a 
loan but she had refused them. 
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J on.Vour Household Insurance 
with SAGA- Homecare 


If yon're looking for 
lower premiums on yonr 
household insurance, then 
Saga Homecare is the 
answer. Available only 
to mature, responsible 
householders. Saga 
Homecare excludes 
younger people who 
present more of a risk, 
and push up premiums. 

I YOURS FREE 

We'll send 

1/ y° u tiiis free 

' pen « hen you 

- request your free, 

no nbligaiion Homecare 
quotation Plus this useful 
smoke alarm when you lake 
out your policy. 


Already, Homecare has 
helped Saga customers save 
£20 _ £40 _ even £1001 

Low Excesses. 

Free 24 hour Hetpfioes. 

Extra savings for secure homes. 
The Saga Price Promise - As a 
new customer, if you find the 
same cover at a lower price 
within 2 months, we’ll refund 
the difference. 

Free key recovery service and 
24 hour glazing service. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 
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Find out how much you could save 

So why go on paying more than you need to for your 
I^home insurance? Call today for your free, no obligation 
' -quotation, and discover how much Saga Homecare 
could save you. 

0800 414 525 

Please ask for extension 1798 


SPECIAL LAUNCH OFFER 



INTERNATIONAL 7500 

♦ International GSM 
digital network 

♦ 90 mins talk-time, 
15 hrs standby-time 

♦ Caller line identity 

♦ One-touch turbo 
dialling 

♦ Complete with rapid 
charger and 
standard battery 

♦ Weight approx 275g 


CASH 
BACK 

OH TOUR AIRTIME BILLS 
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The very latest flip phone from 
Motorola. Lighter, slimmer and more 
hjglty specified than its world renowned 
predecessors. Piwen performance at an 
unbeatable Cellphones Direct price. 

The package includes FREE 
accessories end FREE connection to the 
Vbdafane PetsonaMfarid Tariff Up to 
£35 Cash Back on your airtime bills 
during the first 3 months of 1996. 

Plus FREE line rental for the 
remainder of the yeac Simply phone us 
with your credit cad details for FREE 
deJkrery within 4 working days. 


E17JS3 (£T5-t-VAI) 


42 p perm ( 35 p+Ml) 


in.; 1 1 lLJi&'il 


Pe* time, 7.00-19.00 Uot n Fn Item rad 
Mugs dmged it £1.77 « VAT month 
Line rent* idebted mxTty m aianw ini an- 
eme tw ss&ra: * your nenraed 

cfEdn/cfurje a Cefcj ani £a»& chafed m 
units of 30 second i jfte' :tw iini m.n jto 
Outraas access £5 £ 8 1 ^: VAT1 fc* 29 d»»i 
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/?■ PACKAGE INCLUDES 
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14 DAY PEACE OF MIND 


LINE RENTAL 
UNTIL 1 996 


IN-CAR 

ADAPTOR 


LEATHER 
CARRYING CASE 


NO TARIFF INCREASE 
GUARANTEED 


CeMphongs 


THE NAME TO TRUST IN TELEPHONE SHOPPING 




The boy's father, they said, 
subsequently took 22-month-old 
Juan Carlos to his own moth- 
er's house, telling her he was 
having marital problems. Ms 
Menchu then received a de- 
mand for $500,000 for his safe 
return. No money xyas paid, and 
the child was found a week latt- 
er, having allegedly been aban- 
doned in a field. 

While Juan Carlos was un- 
hurt, Ms Menchu's reputation 
may have sustained some dam- 
age. After the boy disappeared, 
she was quick to blame the gov- 
ernment, saying the kidnap- 
ping was designed to scare her 
away from political activity. 
Even some of her supporters 
would like to do that They have 
criticised her for allowing her- 
self to be sucked into a system 
she has long opposed. 

Maryann Bird 


CANT BUY 

BETTER 
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AMCOR D250 




Maximum water 
extraction 8.5 litres per 
day. Suitable for up to 
2/3 bedroom homes. 

• triable setting 
humidity control 

• Automatic shut-off 

• Indicator light 
when tank is full 

• Continuous drainage 
and automatic 
defrost 

• CFCftee 
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FREEPHONE 0500 000 8881 

CREDIT CARD ORDERING HOTLINE WEEKDAYS 9 AM TO SPM WEEKENDS 9AM T 0 OP Vi I 
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The True Story of his Lite |j| $ 
in the SAS by the author of 
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At a time renowned for excess, WH Smith are pleased to announce that they’ve trimmed the prices on 
their 100 bestsellers to an all time low. For the best titles at even better prices jog down to your local branch today. 
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IF WE'RE INVESTING 


NIGERIA 


HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW WHY. 


Shell plans to invest in the Nigerian Liquefied Natural 
Gas Project. Some say we should pull out. And we 
understand why. But if we do so now, the project will 
collapse. Maybe for ever. 

So let's be clear about who we’d be hurting. Not 
the present Nigerian government, if that’s the intention. 
The plant will take four years to build. The revenues 
won’t start flowing until early next century. Of 
course the government of that time would 
suffer, but why should anyone want that? ^\\\ / f/% 

The people of the Niger Delta would 
certainly suffer - the thousands who will Shell 
work on the project, and thousands more who will 
benefit in the local economy. 

And the environment would be hurt, because this 
plant will bring real benefits, with a great reduction in 
the need for gas flaring by the oil industry. 

Whatever you think of the Nigerian situation today, 
we know you wouldn’t want us to hurt the Nigerian 
people. Or jeopardise their future. 

After Brent Spar, Greenpeace apologised for 
feeding the public false facts. This time, we thought you 
deserved to hear the truth. 
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Algerian elections: Despite blood-curdling threats from armed Islamist groups, people did turn up to cast their votes 

Confusion dominates 

the ‘ballot for peace’ 


ROBERT FISK 

Boushaoui, Algeria 

In the yard of the Ahmed 
£*°* ? Separatory School, 
Sheikh Mahfoud Nahnah held 
aJoft two frightened birds, 
“with these pigeons,” he shout- 
ed to the camera crews, “I send 
a message of peace for Algeria 
and for the whole world." At 
which point, the candidate re- 
leased the two terrified black 
and white birds into a mulber- 
ry tree. Tatty old pigeons, feath- 
ers falling out but too tired to 
struggle when a youth snatched 
one by the wings and hauled it 
back into the crowd. Sheikh 
Nahnah was on his way to vote. 

It had ail been billed a little 
more dramatically. El U'atan 
had promised us “the longest 
day" while La Tribune decided 
that the very act of voting in Al- 
geria's presidential elections 
would bar the fundamentalists 
from power. “If you vote, you 
die,” concluded Le Matin's car- 
toonist of the Lslamist threats 
against those going to the 
polling booths. “If you don’t 
vote, you die,” he went on, re- 
ferring to those who claim that 
the elections were the last 
chance to avoid full-scale war. 
“So: vote and die.” If the 
thought was unoriginal, it at 
least reminded you of the small 
inside-page article - inside be- 
cause government press laws 
have decided that it should be 
that way - recording the death 
of 16 “terrorists" in various 
police and army ambushes 
across the country. 

So first, the facts. Algerians 
did vote yesterday. Despite the 
blood-curdling promises of the 
armed Islamist groups, men 
and women turned up at the 
fortress- like polling stations to 


cast their ballot in the first poll 
since the military-backed 
regime suspended parliamen- 
tary elecfens in 1992 -elections 
which would have been won by 
the Islamic Salvation Front (the 
FTS), which is banned and for- 
bidden to jiarticipaie in yester- 
day's “step in dcmocratisaiion”. 

But wnai were Algerians vot- 
ing for? Were they voting 
against the FIS by ignoring the 
threat of their armed Islamist 
supporters? Were they legalis- 
ing a presidency that is of 
doubtful legitimacy by the mere 
act of turning up at the polling 
stations? Or were ihey legalis- 
ing ex-General Liamine Zeroual 
as President by voting for him 
anyway? Could Sheikh Nahnah 
stand a remote chance of win- 
ning? And what were all those 
Algerians doing who voted for 
the FIS three years ago - up to 
56 per cent of them if the FIS 
themselves were to be believed 
-when polling stations opened? 

Sheikh Nahnah, the Islamist 
of the better-heeled classes - 
whose Hamas party boasts a 
Palestinian intifada poster with 
a broken Star of David in its of- 
fices but has as much in com- 
mon with the Palestinian 
Hamas as the Ibiy party does 
to the Shining Path - was in fine 
form outside Algiers. There 
were veiled women and middle- 
aged men in robes turning up 
to vote - too frightened to talk 
to reporters but all expressing 
the vague hope that the poll 
might mean an end to violence 
- and the girls ululated when 
Sheikh Nahnah laid hands on 
another bunch of pigeons. 

“This is for Algerian inde- 
pendence,” he shouted as he 
threw another old bird into the 
air. “And this one is for toler- 
ance. And this one is for the true 


Bank threatens 
to foreclose on 
Winnie’s home 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

Winnie Mandela, the estranged 
wife of South Africa’s President, 
Nelson Mandela, and the 
country’s favourite political 
sideshow, is now living — liter- 
ally - at the centre of a contro- 
versy: her modest mansion a few 
blocks away from the shacks of 
Soweto. 

The two-storey house - a 
place of pilgrimage for the bus- 
loads of tourists who daily visit 
Johannesburg's most famous 
township - has been attached by 
her bank over mortgage arrears. 
According to lawyers for Amal- 
gamated Banks of South Africa 
(Absa), Mis Mandela has not 
made her mortgage repayments 
for "a long time" and the bank 
started foreclosure proceedings. 

“A warrant of attachment 
against the the property was is- 
sued and the property was at- 
tached by the sheriff of the court 
last month," said Richard Nes- 
bir, who represents Absa. 
“Right now, the bank is in a 



Mrs Mandela: Owes £90,000 

position to sell the bouse by 
public auction if it so wishes, w 
are awaiting instructions from 
the bank," he added. 

Mrs Mandela can still make 
arrangements to pay the 
505,260 rand (£90,0000) out- 
standing, but has so far ignored 
bank pleas to do so. Sources at 
Absa said the banking group 
was reluctant to foreclose on the 
mansion because it feared a po- 
litical and public relations dis- 
aster. "The possibility of having 
to toss Mrs Mandela out of her 
home is not exactly the kind ot 
positive image the bank waits 
to project,” one source said. 

£ . nntnr 
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s yesterday to pay R75.000 ° 
air charter company which 
cessfully sued her this week 
faffing to pay for a plane she 
edin 1993. If stemmed the 
idKne, the court could attach 
- of her possessions not al- 
dy claimed by Absa. 


The thought of losing the 
bouse that Mrs Mandela built 
for her husband's homecoming 
after 27 years in prison was 
more than some could bear. 
Yesterday, a group of German 
tourists outside the Mandela 
mansion was told by their tour 
guide how the house had been 
paid for by a famous movie star 
and President Bill Qinton. All 
reports of Mis Mandela's fi- 
nancial woes, the guide said, 
were simply untrue. 

Some former associates of 
Mis Mandela suggested dial her 
failure to pay for the house was 
in some way linked to her fight 
against the divorce proceedings 
started by her husband. In doc- 
uments filed to the Rand 
Supreme court in Johannesburg 
last month, Mrs Mandela de- 
nied her marriage had broken 
down irretrievably, and said 
that with proper counselling 
there were prospects for rec- 
onciliation . On the other hand, 
if rhe President wanted to go 
ahead with the divorce, she 
wanted half his assets. 

Despite poor relations with 
her husband and a series of 
scandals which continue to 
haunt her, Mrs Mandela still has 
a huge following among poor 
township blacks and residents 
of squatter camps. 

The political mainstream of 
the African National Congress, 
however, continues to shun her. 
Earlier this year Mrs Mandela 
was sacked, rehired on a tech- 
nicality, and then fired again 
from her job as deputy arts min- 
ister following criticism of her 
husband’s government. 

Several months agopoiice 
raided her home and offices to 
investigate allegations that her 
Co-orrfinated Anti-Poverty Pro- 
gramme (Capp) was linked to 
fraudulent business deals. 

Capp figured again promi- 
nently in this week s lawsuit by 
the Foster Webb Air charter 
company. Mrs Mandela’s 

lawyers had argued in the Rand 

Supreme Court on Wednesday 
that she had hired a plane from 
the company to facilitate- a dia- 
mond deal in Angola between 
the Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos, and a lo- 
cal businessman, Ben du Preez. 
Witnesses said Capp stood to 
earn commission on the deal, 
y ndp-rniming her defence. Mr (far 
Preez told the court that Mrs 
Mandela wanted instant riches 
through the deal. It feD through 
because when Mr du Preez ar- 
rived in the Angolan capital, Lu- 
anda, Mr dos Santos said he 

knew nothing about iL 

Mrs Mandela foiled to appear 
several times to give evidence. 
On the final day of to hearing, 

she left for a trip to the US. 


image of Islam.” The creatures 
fled in Lerror.”And this pigeon 
is against terrorism and vio- 
lence," he bawled. "And this 
one is for peace and security.” 
Independence, peace, toler- 
ance, the true Islam, security, an 
end to violence. How easy it was 
to hurl these birds into the sky 
under the Algerian midday suil 

“Sheikh Nahnah never cared 
much about Islam - be talked 
about democracy all the time 
because he's afraid of Islam,” a 
supporter of the more intellec- 
tual Islamist presidential can- 
didate, Nourredin Boukhrhou 
(presidential chances zero) 
muttered later. 

“He has no vision at all; he 
just wants to gel elected. Zer- 
oual will stay." Le Pouwir ( the 
establishment) wants to keep 
him. Things will continue as they 
did before. Algeria will go on 
burning." 

So confident was Mr Zeroual 
that he didn't bother to take up 
all the television time allotted 
to his campaign - he was too 
busy representing Algeria at the 
United Nations - but the intel- 
lectual classes, the military, the 
old nomenklatura , will have 
found it difficult to resist the 
chance of voting yesterday for 
a man who has promised sta- 


bility, a return to democracy, an 
end to war. 

Sheikh Nahnah, once an ac- 
quaintance of FIS leadership, 
will create an Islamic republic, 
his enemies say. 

Said Saadi, the leader of the 
Berber “Front for Culture and 
Democracy”, will - according to 
his enemies- launch a civil war 
if Sheikh Nahnah wins. So why 
not vote for Mr Zeroual? 

Back in party headquarters. 
Sheikh Nahnah’s men were re- 
silient. Hamas support was 
more spontaneous than Mr Ze- 
ro ual's, they said (true - men 
flocked to hear Sheikh Nahnah. 
but it needed drum-rolls in tell 
Mr Zerouai's hoys to start 
cheering). "The government's 
armed Communal Guards are 
opening the way to the Leban- 
isation of Algeria," one of 
Sheikh Nahnah's faithful com- 
plained. “The constitution of Al- 
geria forbids such militias - and 
they have been shooting at uur 
election posters." 

Those pigeons were flying 
again, higher and higher. Stare 
at them long enough and you 
might have been able to forget 
that at some point, whoever 
wins, the Algerian president will 
probably have to siL down and 
chat to the FIS all over again. 



Frank franchise: An Algerian woman gives a cheery V-sign as 
her vote in the country's presidential election 


she waits with others amid heavy security to cast 
Photograph:Fatma Zohra/Reuter 
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MOTOROLA 

FLARE PREMIER 

MOBILE 

PHONE 

■ Up to 60 
minutes 
talktime/ 

8 hours 
standby. 

■Available in 
4 colours. 


VS £20 FREE CALLS’ 



SONY 

CMH355 

MOBILE 

PHONE 

■ Up to 90 
minutes taJkt'me/i 
24 hours : ' 
standby. 

■12 name and 
* ‘number memory. 

■ Back lit LCD 
display and key 
pad. 

■ Flip up ear 
piece prevents 
accidental calls. 


FREE CASE 

usually £19-" 
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BT NOKIA anrao 

MOBILE PHONE 
a*Up to 100 minutes 
taiktime/22 hours 
standby, w* f 19.99 


PANASONIC j 

MOBILE PHONE 

■■Up to 90 minutes 
tnMme/20 hours 
standby. 

MOTOROLA^ 

MOBILE PHONE 

■ 20 number 
memory. 

Wto£19S9 

MOTOROLA 

MOBILE PHONE 

■ Vibra call silent alert 
Was £29 99. 
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NOKIA 

MOBILE PHONE 

■ Up to 70 minutes 
talktime/16 
hours standby. 

■98 name and 
number memory. 

■ Menu driven features 
with helpful prompts. 

■Very slim and 
lightweight. 


was m** w*s mm 


FREE CONNECTION 

— ON ALL CELLNET PHONES 


2 MONTHS 

LINE RENTAL 
ON ALL CELLNET PHONES 
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Vo £20 FREE CALLS 



SONY 

CMH444 

MOBILE 

PHONE 

■Up to 
80 minutes 
talktime/20 
hours standby, 

■99 name and 
number 


memory. 
120 digit 
back lit 



EH237 

MOBILE 
PHONE 
■ Up to 120 
minutes 
talktime/ 

14 hours 
standby. 

■99 Name 
and number 
memory 
■Compact 
award 
winning 
design 

Was £49.99 


4gfg e i, n o t UP 

TO 


£50 FREE CALLS 


WHY 

DIGITAL? 


I National coverage 95% on 
UK Population. 

I Digital call quality - Digital 
technology gives you dearer calls 

I International Roaming - make 
and receive calls on your usual mobile 
number from most of Europe. 

I Optimum call security - 
Digital technology reduces the risk 
of people listening to your calls. 

I Local call saver - Low cost local calls. 
All day every day. 


DldTAL MOBILE PHONE 
■ Up lo 60 minutes talk- 
bme /12 hours standby. 
Was £29.99 



PANASONIC cooo 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 
■ Up Id SO minutes talk- 
bme/24 hours standby 


*99%d 


DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 
■ Up to 100 minutes taVtrme/ 
20 hours standby. 

HURRY LIMITED STOCKS 
Was £14399 


£ 12£H 


NOKIA zno 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 
■ 125 name/number 
memory 
Was £179 99 




MOTOROLA 

FLARE 6200 

DIGITAL 

MOBILE 

PHONE 

■ 12 hours 
stand by/60 
minutes 
talktime. 

■ 100 name 
and number 
memory. 

■ Supplied with 
rapid charger. 


i£i 

oellnet 


FREE CONNECTION 

ON ALL CELLNET PHONES 




■When you conned In a Ceflnrt tariff. Ask in store for detail tWhen you connect to Occasional cater. Asb * store for details -When you earned lo a CeOn* Digital tariff Ask In store tar delaiis. 


EXPERT ADVICE 
UK's 

BIGGEST 

RANGE 

GREAT VALUE 
FOR MONEY 
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NOW OPEN IN IPSWICH AND TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL 0181 200 0200. 
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YOU'RE TRYING 


I 


LXBBfEF 


COUNTRYSIDE IS 


$ 


t ver v -yea?; charities in Britain spend 
f millions of pounds to halt the destruction 
of the Brazilian rainforest. An important 
task yet , o« /A? other hand , i/><? j*«i» 
oblivious to the effect modern development 
continues to have on our own countryside. 
^According to the Council for the Protection 
of Rural England, in the last fifty years an area 
of Britain the size of Greater London, Berkshire, 
Hertfordshire and Oxfordshire combined has 
disappeared under the relentless tracks of the 
bulldozer. On current projections an area the 
size of Greater London will continue to disappear 
every ten years. &>■ Our picture shows the Yorkshire 
Dales where of course, planning restrictions currently 
prevent development. But how long can even 
such beautiful parts of the country survive? Its time 
for us all to say enough is enough. ^ But how? ^ 
By supporting The Countryside Movement. Because 
urban encroachment is one of the many reasons 


for its establishment. ^ Our job will be to give a voice to the after it. ^ And that for far too long their collective 
countryside, and to represent the five million or so people living voice has gone unheard amid a crescendo of 
and working in rural Britain.^ We will also speak for millions demands and protests from a tiny minority of 
of people living in Britain’s towns who nonetheless recognise the the well intentioned but ill informed. ^ If you 
countryside as our greatest national asset. ^ It will be constructive, share this view, what should you do? If you believe 
For example, we in The Countryside Movement recognise that Britain’s countryside is a precious part of our 
that crucial new development, especially where it means new national life, and something that should be valued 
jobs, inevitably means the loss of some of our countryside, and preserved, then show your support for The 
But we will also be putting the case strongly for proper Countryside Movement. Fill in the coupon or 
redevelopment of derelict land in inner city areas. ^ We will phone 0117 976 8900. There are no subscription 
also promote good practice in all aspects of country life and aim fees. Just the right to make your voice heard, 
to foster better awareness telephone nn? 976 shoo or post this coupon for 

and understanding of the MORE ,h,FORMATlON ON THE countryside movement 

countryside among visitors ■«« j « » w** initials * » » * a m 

and the public as a whole. 4B D.m 

^Fundamentally, The COUNTRYSIDE 

Countryside Movement MOVEMENT IflF 

believes that those who live . ~ ’ 

THE COUNTRYSIDE MOVEMENT. FREEPOST. ROOM IND1. BRISTOL BS38 7HL 

are best qualified to look | PUTTING THE COUNTRY- SIDE 
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THE COUNTRYSIDE MOVEMENT. FREEPOST. ROOM IND 


1. BRI STOL B S 3 8 7 H L . 


PUTTING THE COUNTRY'S SIDE 




-J 








17 NOVEMBER 




— - unt OCjrt jaa, n *”| XU 

international 

Trial of the century: The main player now cuts a sorry figure but the supporting cast is wheeling and dealing with a vengeance 

After OJ, the cash still goes round and round 


JOHN GARUN 

Washington 

Are Marcia Clark and Christo, 
pher Darden, the black and - 
white prosecutors in the 03 
f™pso n trial, having an affair? 
wul they walk down the aisle to 
gether? Or is Darden “seeimr 
Anita Hill? Will OPs girlfrS, 
raula Barbieri, have him back’’ ' 
will any woman take him*> 
Who scored the bigger book 
deal: Johnnie Cochran, OJ's de- 
fence lawyer, or Ms Clark? 

For all the best efforts of BUI 
Clinton and Newt Gmgridh to 
focus national attention on the 
budget, it is these and other 
questions thaL continue to agi- 
tate the celebrity-mad public 
“Juicewatch". the tabloid soap ' 
opera, just runs and runs. 

Some of the questions have 
been answered. Some still 
linger, as unresolved as the 
murders of Nicole Brown, and 
her friend Ronald Goldman. Ms 
Clark and Mr Darden were 
seen on holiday together at the 
Lake Tahoe resort a few days af- 
ter the trial. They were pho- 
tographed coming out of a Los 
Angeles hoLel. So they might 
have been involved. But sadly, 
no, they are not gelling married.' 
Ms Clark said during a speech 
at a women’s conference in 
Long Beach, California, on 
Tuesday that she “burst out 
laughing” when she read the re- 
port in a supermarket tabloid. 

But, yes, according to sources 
at the William Morris Lalent 
agency, their client Mr Darden 
is engaging in consenting sex 
with Anita Hill, a law professor 
from Oklahoma who leapt to 
fame a few years back when she 
accused Clarence Thomas, the 
Supreme Court judge, of sexu- 



Close encounter: Prosecution and defence lawyers crowd together during the OJ trial. From left: Johnnie Cochran, Marcia Clark, Robert Shapiro and Christopner uaraen 


al harassment. William Morris 
have an interest in perpetuat- 
ing the Darden mystique, for 
they helped him sign a pub- 
lishing deal worth SI Jm with 
HarperCollins: a nice sum but 
$2.9m less than Ms Clark se- 
cured from Viking for her book. 

Mr Cochran has also signed 
up for a book: M) ■ Journey to Jus- 
tice. He has obtained “a very 
substantia] multi-million dollar 
deal”. But his refusal to speci- 
fy just how much he is getting 
suggests he is miffed at Ms 
Clark for having lost the legal 
battle but winning the Battle of 
the Books. Alan Dershowitz, an- 
other lawyer of the Simpson 
“Dream Team”, is picking up a 
mere $500,000 for Reasonable 
Doubts, a book he says will be 
of an academic bent. 

OJ, meanwhile, is cutting a 
rather sorry figure. He has 
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Roll arrested on kickback charges 

Seoul — Roh Tae Woo, the disgraced former South Korean pres- 
ident, was arrested yesterday on charges of pocketing more than 
£195m from business tycoons in return for lucrative contracts. 
More arrests were expected. 

Mr Roh, the country's first former or current head of state to 
be charged with a crime, was pelted with eggs and vilified by demon- 
strators as he was driven to the Seoul detention bouse. Minutes 
earlier, Mr Rob apologised to the nation on the steps of the Seoul 
prosecutor-general’s office. “I’m ready sorry," he said. “I will take 
all responsibility and any punishment” 

A 1,000-page arrest warrant said 30 tycoons gave kickbacks to 
Mr Roh worth 500m won (£420,000) to 25bn won (£21m), a dis- 
trict court judge said. Reuter 

US Attorney-General has Parkinson’s 

Washington — The Attorney-General, Janet Reno, disclosed that 
she has Parkinson’s disease. She said the brain disorder is not 
adversely affecting her work and that she will remain at her job. 
*Tm taking my medicine. I feel fine now," Ms Reno, 57, said. Her 
only symptom has been trembling in her left hand, which she no- 
ticed last summer. The disease results from the deatb of brain 
cells that produce a substance called dopamine and use it to send 
signals from the brain throughout the body. AP 

Slovakia bans use of other languages 

Bratislava — Parliament has passed a strict language law curb- 
ing the use of any language other than Slovak and providing large 
fines for anyone" contravening it. The move heightened tensions 
with the country's sizeable Hungarian minority. Hie CTK Czech 
news agency said that the measure would take effect some time 
next year. AP 

Sri Lankan army prepares for final attack 

Colombo — Sri Lankan troops baited their advance one kilometre 
from the Tamil rebel stronghold of northern Jaffna City and pre- 
pared for a final assaulL, military officials said. The army will ro- 
tate troops and consolidate positions during the next few days, 
the officials said. But they refused to disclose when troops were 
likely to move on the city. AP 

No graven image 

Amman — KingJiussein of Jor- 
dan bad a statue of himself (left) 
removed yesterday, bouts be- 
fore it was to be unveiled. Us- 
ing a crane, workers lifted the 
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posite the prime ministry 
mg before dawn. Hi ere had 
been widespread criticism from 
Jordanians who saw an un- 
comfortable parallel with glo- 
rification of leaders in Iraq and 
Syria. “The king was unhappy 
with it and ordered its re- 
moval." said an official of the 
Amman municipality, which 
intended the monument as a 
60th birthday tribute. Reuter 


Saudi dissident ‘not welcome in Britain 

- A Saudi dissident who was quoted ye^eiday as Iwv- 
SdUS solSers killed in a bomb attack .m .Saudi ^biai were 


they {US troops] are a legitimate target. 

Free-trade goal for Asia-Pacific 

_ . Asia -Pacific ministers adopted a^hieprint for regional 

MEPS call for oil embargo on Nigeria 

. . h Fiirooean Parliament urged the Biropean Uroon 

Strasbomg-Th? Eunjran ^ to t pressure on its mD- 

to impose ao °Sutionsof Ken Saro-Wwaand eight 

itary rulers foUowingffie^ 1 Fr jday.The MEPs also called. 

other minority “^SScountt of Nigerian leaders, as 
for a freeze on European Dante /fru/er 

well as a sports boycott - a crffK ' 

Fnrmer French minister jailed for gifts 

years in 


been kicked out of his favourite 
golf club; he has been dumped 
by his agency. Creative Man- 
agements; he continues to be 
bombarded with death-threats; 


he still faces ruin in pending 
“wrongful death" civil suits 
brought by the Brown and 
Goldman families; no one has 
yet made him an offer to write 


a new book; and last weekend 
he endured the ignominy of be- 
ing told to stay away from a 
sports memorabilia convention 
in Adantic City: he had been 


hoping to sell autographed pho- 
tographs. at $159.95, of the 
highway pursuit that preceded 
his arrest in June 1994. 

The word is that OJ spends 


most of his time at his Los An- 
geles home doing nothing - and 
alone. Ms Barbieri, a 2£! -year- 
old Playboy and underwear 
model dumped him live on 


ABC television a couple of 
weeks back. She said she had 
stayed celibate during OJ's im- 
prisonment but was disap- 
pointed in her hopes that be 
would return a' better pereon- 
What did "it, she said, was his 
proposal that they should sell 
. photographs of their reunion to 
the highest tabloid bidder. 

1 ‘ “ItwasaUofaisudden.'Wen, 
tbeyll play lots of money for pic- 
' tnrcsofvou ancf f together, " Ms 
Barbieri' told ABC. “And then 
the next -thing 1 know he’s com- 
ing. And he’s got the photog- 
rapher with hira." 

In case anyone has failed to 
get the moral of the OJ story, 
that money in America is every- 
thing, here’s the quote of the 
year from Ms Barbieri’s broth- 
er, Michael. 

Angry that his father and 
half-brother were paid to ap- 
pear on television but that he 
had missed out, he told People 
magazine when they refused to 
cough up for an interview; “I’m 
not going to stab my sister in the 
back for nothing." 



TREAT YOURSELF. 

BUY SOMEONE A PHILISHAVE. 



a 


HS990. MRP £112.95. 



MRP £14.95. 


MRP £14.95. 


They say it’s better to give than receive. At Philips, 
we think it’s even nicer to give and receive. 

Buy a Philishave worth £40 or more between 
November 4th and December 24th, 1995 and you’ll receive 
either a free Philishave or Ladyshave “wet and dry” - both 
with batteries included. 

Send us the coupon opposite and your receipt before 
January 17th, 1996. After that, it’s up to you whether you 
keep your free gift for yourself or give it to someone else. 


Ldt mate -Hwjs betted 


To: Free Bait pry Philishave or Free Battery Ladyshave OITer. 34 Upper Marlborough 
Road. St. Albans. Herts. AL1 3UU. 

I claim my FREE product indicated below Iplease tick only one box): 

Philishave Battery HS105 □ or Philips Ladyshave Battery HP2704 □ 

Philishave Model No. purchased 1 1 1 I I I I | | | | | | | | [ i 


Store of purchase 1 I I I I I I I I I I | i 
1 confirm that 1 have enclosed (please lick box): 

□ Original Till Receipt of purchase (photocopies not accepted) & 
G Consumerlink Questionnaire (contained iu pack) 


Postcode 


Paytime tel, no. 


IULST BE KOI TSII 


PHILIPS 














INDEPENDENT • FRIDAY 17 MWEMBEkfe 


±0 . . 


international 


Rabin investigation: Lax security exposed as Yigal Amir demonstrates how he shot Israeli Prime Minister 

Killer with a 
smile re-enacts 
assassination 







I IJ ! 



PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

Protected by a white bullet- 
proof vest, Yigal Amir rushes 
up to a man wearing a paper tag 
reading “Yitzhak Rabin'* and 
pretends to shoot two bullets 
into his back. Hie policeman 
playing the role of the murdered 
prime minister crumples to the 
ground just like the real Rabin 
did on the night of 4 November. 

“You killed Rabin, you piece 
of garbage,” shouts an Israeli 
watching the re-enactment of 
the assassination by the back 
steps of Tel Aviv city hall early 
yesterday. 

Police hold back another 
man dying to break through 
their barricade who yells: “You 
should have protected the 
prime minister like this.” 

Mr Amir pays no attention 
but, like a stage director, push- 
es policemen into the places 
where be remembers people 
were standing moments before 
he fired 12 days previously. 
Everyone except for a single 
bodyguard - 2D Shin Bet secu- 
rity agency guards were meant 
to be protecting Rabin that 
night - is ordered bade. 

When Mr Amir is satisfied 
(hat everybody is in position the 
policeman in a red check shirt 
who plays Rabin starts to bow 
his head to get into a limousine, 
the door of which is opened. As 
he does so Mr Amir moves 
smartly forward into a wide 
open space behind him and his 
right arm goes up as he points 
a toy gun at Rabin’s back. 

Police re-enactments of 
crimes are common in Israel but 
the demonstration by Mr Amir 
of how he tilled Rabin under- 
lines the chronic failure of Is- 
raeli security. Earlier Mr Amir 


ment took place, there are not 
many people in the streets of Tfel 
Aviv; those who did watcb were 
kept well back. The ferocity of 
the invective - “Tike off your 
kippa [skullcap], you dog!” 
shouted one onlooker - shows 
the depth of the anger felt by 
many Israelis over the killing. At 
one point Mr Amir appeared to 
grin at the abuse. 

The Shin Bet security service 
and the police are still fighting 
over who is responsible for let- 
ting Mr Amir get a dear shot 
at Rabin. In theory the Shin Bet 
has taken full responsibility for 
intelligence and operational 
failures. But it has also re- 
vealed that the head of Rabin's 
security detail had told the po- 
lice officer in charge on the 
night of the assassination that 
there were not enough men 


Rabin to leave the platform 
where he was addressing peo- 
ple at a peace rally. 

At 3am, when the re-enact- 


Jerusalem CAP) - A Hebrews 
A^Matopta^ofj&same^ 
’Street will bring conflict reso- 
lution Id Israel, the Wrist Bank 
and Gaza Ship, iChildreri’s 
Television Warkshop said yes- 
terday. The programme will iri- 
clude . . Israeli segments 
produced in Tel Avtv and feles- 
tfnian segments produced in 
east Jerusalem. 

“We're flunking about hav-.; 
ing two Sesame Streets, arr is- 
raeli street arid a Palestinian 
street, and the possibility of 
some in-between no mat's 
land where the characters 
might meet," said Daoud Hut-, 
tab of the Jerusalem Film In-, 
strtute. He said the segments 
would not always brfogfsraeli 
and Palestinian children to- 
gether, but that “we are break- 
ing much new ground Wrth 
what we are doing.” 

. Roberta Fabian Isradtaon- 
sdtanttothe project, said that 
of all the HTtemational Sesame 
Streef prpductionsrdiis would 
be the first' Addressing: a 
specific conflict .. 


guarding the steps down which 
the prime minister was about to 
walk. Hie police officer replied: 
“Don’t tell me what to do.” 

Violence is sdn not far below 
the surface despite back-ped- 
dling by militant rabbis who had 
previously denounced Mr Ra- 
bin as a traitor. Rabbi Nahum 
Rabinovitch, who runs a mili- 
tary-theological college with 
200 students at Ma’ale Adnmim 
settlement to the east of 
Jerusalem, while denying alle- 
gations that he set the stage for 
Rabin’s death, is recommend- 
ing to his students that they 
plant mines if Israeli solders tty 
to remove settlers from the 
West Bank. 

In a tape-recording made by 
an orthodox moderate named 
Yitzhak Fraokental and later 
published in the Israeli press. 
Rabbi Rabinovitch says that if 
soldiers come to uproot settlers 
he intends “to scatter the area 
with roadside bombs lib: the 
Arabs do”. Asked about Is- 
raeli soldiers who might be 
killed by the mines. Rabbi Ra- 
binovitch says that only “evil 
men” would obey orders to 
evacuate settlements. 

Dror Adam, one of eight 
suspects under arrest as possi- 
ble members of the conspiracy 
to kill Rabin, said yesterday he 
had been sent by Mr Amir to a 
rabbi to get authorisation to kill 
the prime minister. He says the 
rabbi turned him down but it is 
not known if Mr Amir was able 
to get the required blessing 
from another one of Israel’s 
5,000 orthodox rabbis. 

Shimon Peres, the acting 
prime minister, says he wifi 
also take over as Defence Min- 
ister when he announces his new 
cabinet next week, Israel radio 
reports. This means that Ehud 
Barak, the former chief of staff; 
will take over as Foreign Min- 
ister. The Defence Ministry 
will play a critical role in or- 
ganising the tedepfoymeiit of Is- 
raeli troops from Palestinian 
cities on the West Bank 



Fatal moment Amir finds his target', a policeman In a red shirt acting as the Israeli leader Photpgraph: Reuter 


budget 

tantrum; 

RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington ; . ' ' . , ; 

The US budget row degener- 
ated into petulant farce jester- ’ 1 
day as the White House heaped 
ridicule on Newt Gingrich far ' 
an outburst of pique which the 
House Speaker admitted had. - 
helped prompt the government - 
shut-down. •- 
Hie rumpus started at a 
meeting with reporters on 
Wednesday, at which Mr Gin- 
grich complained about the 
shah hy treatment accorded hjnp 
and the Seriate Republican . 
leader. Bob Dole; aboard Air 
Force One during the round trip 
to Israel for the -iuaeraT of ' . 
Yitzhak Rabin 10 days ago. v 
“Every ftesidenl we bad etw 
flown with talked to. us^ai 
length.” the Speaker sanfrbu! 
not Mr Clinton. “You justwdrt- 
der where is their sense of 
manners, their sense of courtesy 
... Was H a sign of utter in- 
competence or lack of consid- 
eration, or was it a deliberate 
strategy of insult?" 

The crowning insult spears 
to have been when the Con- 
gressional delegation was asked 
to leave by the back door of the 
President’s plane at Andrews 
Air Force Base at 4am cm 7-No* 
vember. Pique, Mr Gingrich . 
confessed, had helped harden 
his line on the budget “It's petty 
... but i think it’s human.” - 
Such a chance to ridicule its 
arch-foe was too much for the 
White House to pass up. Leon 
Pane Ha, the President’s chief of . 
staff, called the Speakers be- 
haviour “bizarre and petty” and 
it was outrageous that the gov- . 
eminent had been shut down 
“because bis ego wasn't 
stroked”. Hie White House 
also released photos taken 
aboard Air Force One showing 
Mr Clinton deep in conversation 
with Mr Gingrich and Mr Dole. 

The New York Daily News 
meanwhile skewered Mr Gin- 
grich with a front page delet- 
ing him as a screaming toddler 
with nappy and bottle, below the 
headline “Cry Baby.” Newt’s 
Tantrum, it continued, “He ■' 
Closed Down Government Be- 
cause Clinton Made Him Sit at 
Back of Plane.” 

For ordinary citizens the in- 
convenience grows. More than 
750,000 federal workers are laid 
off, with scant hope of a break- 
through before the weekend. 
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obituaries / gazette 


Professor 
Ian Gregor 


Ian Gregor was an acute liter- 
ary critic but rarely an assertive 
one. The best of his work fo- 
cused on the paradoxes and am- 
biguities of Modernism as he 
himself broadly conceived it - 
a self-conscious, exploratory 
mode traceable back to the 
great Victorians. 

He had an instinctive relish 
for the internal conflicts of that 
movement, the tensions be- 
tween realism and formalism, 
self-absorption and social con- 
cern, faith aad doubt. His 
favourite writers, who included 
Arnold and Hardy, Woolf. 
Forster and Eliot, William 
Golding and Graham Greene, 
worked along and across the 
fault-lines of our age. He saw 
them as struggling on behalf of 
us all. Readers had a corre- 
sponding responsibility to be 
attentive, to query sympathet- 
ically, to compare notes. Writ- 
ing, reading, criticism were a 
shared activity, a Common 
Pursuit. 

In that sense he was true to 
the spirit of F.R. Leavis, a crit- 
ic he greatly admired. It was 
□ever his way to step back and 
pronounce judgement. Rather 
he would submit himself to 
what he read, and offer his own 
responses as contributions to 
continuing debate. Typical is an 
introductory sentence in The 
Great Web (1974), his sensitive 
study of Hardy’s fiction: “What 
is a Hardy novel, what does it 
feel like to read, why does it take 
the form it does - these are Lhe 
questions that shape what I 
have to say.” 

If that approach lacked the 
provocativeness which excites 
academic notoriety it spon- 
sored rewarding intellectual ex- 
change at every level. Gregor 
was widely known and respect- 
ed in the profession, both in 
Britain and in the United 



don, Edinburgh and finally the 
University of Kent, where he 
was a founder-member of the 
English Board. Somewhere 
along the route he acquired a 
notable urbanity of maimer. 


slightly episcopal in timbre, as 
befitted his Catholicism. But 


Gregor: the whole keyboard 


States. As both teacher and 
writer his love of dialogue made 
him a natural doubles player, a 
stimulating partner. Some of his 
best work was produced in 
collaboration - notably with 
Brian Nicholas and Mark 
KinJcead-Weekes. This bias was 
related to his social warmth. He 
had an enormous range of 
friendships, of various sizes, 
shapes and functions, which he 
nurtured with the assiduity of a 
mechanic looking after a 
complete set of spanners. 

He was a witty lecturer and 
a vivid seminar leader. His 
classes would be enjoyed, but 
never taken lightly, because 
Gregor could be formidable as 
well as entertaining. He used the 
whole keyboard: suave apho- 
rism, blunt vernacular, frosty re- 
buke, infectious giggle. It was a 
measure of his popularity that 
he was in regular touch with 
pupils from every stage of a 
teaching career spanning more 
than 30 years. 

In personality he was a stur- 
dy and appealing mongrel. 
Chance and choice had taken 
him across the whole spectrum 
of British higher education. He 
studied at Newcastle and Ox- 
ford. and taught at King' s, Lon- 


within that carapace lurked a 
practical joker, a raconteur, a 
Geordie, a devoted Newcastle 
United fan, a Bevan boy who 
had spent three years in the pits. 
Comfortable in any company, 
he would never have baulked at 
introducing Jadrie Milbura to 
Virginia Woolf. 

As an educationist perhaps 
his greatest strength was some- 
thing that would elude tire cur- 
rent X-ray tests of Audit, 
Assessment and Appraisal. He 
fostered a sense of community 
and a sense of occasion. His per- 
sonality was a strong field of 
force: aity group to wmch he be- 
longed would become a team, 
evolving its own style and tra- 
ditions and private jokes. When 
Kent was a New University, lan 
Gregor made a crucial contri- 
bution to the development of its 
distinctive and congenial ethos. 

Michael Irwin 


Ian Copeland Smith Gregor, lit- 
erary critic and teacher bom 
Newcastle 20 January 1 926; .As- 
sistant Lecturer, King’s College 
London 1956-58; Lecturer, Ed- 
inburgh University 1958-65; Se- 


nior Lecturer, University of Kent 
1965-69, Professor of Modem 


1965-69, Professor of Modem 
English Literature 1969-88 
(Emeritus); books include The 
Moral and Story (with Brian 
Nicholas) 1962, William Gold- 
ing: a critical study (with Mark 
Kmkead-Weekes) 1967, Matthew 
Arnold’s Culture and Anar- 
chy. a critical edition 1971, The 
Great Web: the form of Hardy’s 
major fiction 1974; died 
Canterbury 13 November 1995. 


Ivan Mandy 


Ivan Mandy was one of the most 
widely read Hungarian writers 


his subject-matter, which was in- 
variably the life of the inhabi- 
tants of the poorer districts in 
Budapest. 

Mandy’s stories evoke the 
atmosphere of a partly sub- 
merged world, that of old cafes. 


dilapidated cinemas, unkempt 
football stadiums. These are the 


backdrops to the actions of his 
marginal characters, sometimes 


marginal characters, sometimes 
with evocative names or nick- 
names, who lead haphazard, dis- 
organised, or abandoned, lonely 
lives. Some of these stories 
barely have a plot, but Mandy 
is a master of evocative prose: 
with only a few words he is able 
to give the reader a strong 
“impression” of his characters. 

Mandy was born in Budapest 
in 1918. After the divorce of his 
parents he stayed with bis fa- 
ther, a journalist of Bohemian 
inclinations, and much of his 
writing is based on the experi- 
ences of these early years. He 
attended various schools in Bu- 
dapest but did not complete his 
secondary education. He made 
his debut during the Second 
World War with the novel 
Csoszhaz (“The Park-Keeper’s 
Hut”, 1943), but it was only 
some years later with Francia 
kulcs (“Adjustable Spanner") 
and A huszonegyedik atca (“The 
Twenty-First Street”), both pub- 
lished in 1948, that he was ac- 


cepted as a remarkable new 
voice in Hungarian literature. 

In the same year he won the 
Baumgarten Award. As be was 
co-editor of the independent 
and apolitical literary review 
Ujhold (“New Moon") until its 
suppression in 1948, in the first 
years of Communist rule be had 
difficulty in getting his work 
published. His situation began 
to improve in the mid-Fifties 
when, after years of margin- 
alised existence, he once again 
got contracts: first he could 
publish fiction only for young 
readers, but his novel Fabufya 
felesegei (“Fabulya’s Wives", 
1959) showed his real potential. 
This was a satirical piece on the 
life of Bohemian and, mainly for 
political reasons, unemployed 
intellectuals in the 1950s. 

Throughout the 1 960s 

Mandy’s popularity grew with 
collections such as A pabra sze- 
len (“By the Touchline”” 1963) 
and Az ordog konvhaja (“The 
Devil’s Kitchen”, 1965), which 
show a certain shift from im- 
pressionism towards a kind of 
nostalgic Surrealism. It was in 
these years that one could al- 
ready detect a special “milieu", 
a hallmark of Mandy's prose. In 
this “milieu” Mandy evoked 
scenes which reflected the lone- 
liness and frustration of mod- 
em city-dwellers who lead 
atomised lives not connected 
with nature or protected by a 
tight community. 

In his collection Mi van Verd- 



Mandy: evocative prose 


val? (“And What’s Happening 


to Vera?", 1970), Mandy looks 
at the way of life of the young, 
the somehat frustrated “beat” 


generation of Hungary. In the 
1970s he wrote and published 
much; almost every year a new 
book of his reached the 
bookshops. 

Mandy wrote 3 number of 
film scenarios, as wefl as plays 
for the radio, and won many lit- 
erary awards. Some of his sto- 
ries were translated into English 
and appeared in the anthologies 
Ocean at the Window (1980) and 
Hungarian Short Stories (1983). 
In 1992 he was made an 
Honorary Citizen of Budapest. 

George Gomori 


Ivan Mandy, writer, bom Bu- 
dapest 27 December 1918; mar- 
ried 1967 Jiulit Simon; died 6 
October 1995. 


Tristram Jellinek combined the 
dual careers of actor and an- 
tique dealer with aplomb and in 
both professions he made his 
own distinctive mark. As a char- 
acter actor who gave many a 
sharply etched cameo, he was 
a familiar face in feature films 
and on television. As an antique 
dealer, he achieved a reputation 
for having a keen eye fora bar- 
gain, backed by a very person- 
al taste. To both careers he 
brought an attitude of fine crit- 
' ical discernment combined with 
fastidious application. 

When Jellinek returned to 
acting just over 10 years ago, he 
struck a useful rein in the por- 
trayal of a certain brand of Eng- 
lish upper-class acerbity, a 
characteristic which won him a 
lucrative contract when in 19S5 
he was chosen to play a dis- 
dainful duke in a long-running 
American televiaon commercial 
advertising Schweppes Tonic 
Afater, purveyed as a prime 
necessity in the pursuit of an 
aristocratic life style. He also ap- 
peared in movies such as 
Greysloke, Another Country. 
Revolution. White Mischief, M. 
Butterfly and.4 Handful of Dust, 
giving to each of life directors 
an immediate, finely judged 
character without fret or fuss. 
His television appearances in- 
cluded such plays as Selling 
Hitler and The Old Devils and 
popular series such as Widows 
and One Foot in the Grave. 

It was, however, for the Glas- 
gow Citizens Theatre, that most 
daring of British repertoty com- 
panies, that he did his best 
work. As Pawnie in Philip 
Prowse’s arrestingjy febrile pro- 
duction of Noel Coward’s The 
Vortex (which transferred to 
the Garrick Theatre, in London, 
in 1990), he brought to the role 
of the elderly tabby cat boule- 
vardiec a feline relish which did 
not mask a touching sense of in- 
ner desolation. As Karenin (in 


Anna Karenina, 1987) he was 
again ideally cast as Tolstoy’s 
painfully decent but passionless 
cuckold. In 1990 he appeared 
with Glenda Jackson as the 
Chaplain in Mother Courage, in 
1991 as a boilingfy choleric An- 
thony Absolute in The Rivals 
and in 1993 as the desperately 
beleaguered Dr Ranee in Joe 
Orton's What the Butler Saw. 

Jellinek was born in London 
in 1933, to a father of Czech ori- 
gin and an English mother, but 
He was brought up mainly in the 
Home Counties. After school in 
Dorset, Sussex and Hampshire 
and two years' national service 
with the RAF regiment at 
Boscombe Down, he won a 
scholarship to RADA to train 
as an actor. His first jobs were 
in repertory in Harrogate and 
Eastbourne and he later ap- 
peared in a variety of plays at 
Richmond, Leatherhead and 
Hornchurch, playing everything 
from a Japanese denizen of The 
Teahouse of the August Moon to 
Simple Simon in Mother Goose. 

In 1959 he appeared in the 
West End with Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne in The Vis- 
it directed by I\:ter Brook and 
in 1964 he was in a production 
of Oblomov at the Lyric 
Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
with Spike Milligan and Joan 
Greenwood. But in spite of 
such frequent s\3ge employ- 
ment and steady work in films 
and television (he appeared in 
13 episodes of Harpers W1 ) his 
ardour for acting was taking sec- 
ond place to his early obsession 
with antiques. 

Beginning with a stall in the 
Forlobcllo Road in the late 
Sixties, he became an expert in 
pottery and graduated to a 
shop in Peel Street, Kensington. 
Later he was in partnership in 
the Brompton Road and final- 
ly in the mid-Eighties he 
opened a charming shop, Lind- 
say Antiques, in Church Street. 


and been playing on stage 
until six weeks before his death. 


Derek Granger 


Tristram Jellinek, actor and an- 
tique dealer ban London 28 Au- 
gust 1933; died London 4 
November 1995. 





Rosalind Cash 


In his Channel 4 documentary 
Black Hollywood (1984), the di- 
rector Howard Johnson made 
a heart-felt exploration of the 
effects of racism on black. 
American film actors. Among 
Lb interviewees 


was Rosalind Cash, wno 

insight into the dilemma faced 
by black actresses who have tal- 
ent but don’t want to play 
stereotypes. She said: 

We are so grateful to a pan that 
often we do rotes that area t usjfcat 

axe old tired stereotypes w ^ do V 
— in. Then we sit and wat™ 


even oeaeve m- — — _ 

and we_are embarrass®* ££ 


tured t iosi biodl ~ • , 

didn’t want to be seen being abused 
in those nasty, degrading. pans, i 
didn't want to project that image. 


Kensington (named after his 
partner Lindsay Shand, who 
died earlier this year), which be- 
came a Mecca for connoisseurs 
and leading London decorators 
and reflected Jellinek’s flair 
for finding sometimes unlikely 
articles and, by dint of his sense 
of display and presentation, 
making them covetable wares. 

His innate flair was much in 
evidence both in his successive 
houses in Notting Hill Gate, 
filled with fine and unusual . 
furniture and decorated with I 
panache, and also in his coun- 
try retreats in the Cotswolds. 
first in a late-18th-century 
Gothic manor-house and later 
a pretty cottage in the grounds. 

Although as an actor Jellinek 
specialised in defining a kind of 
English froideur, in real life he 
was a warm companion who rel- 
ished gossip and employed an 
enjoyable vein of waspish hu- 
mour. In appearance he could 
have modelled for an austere 
Roman bust, a look which suit- 
ed his sometimes imperious 
maimer. Asked on stage by a 
nervous young actor what he 
should do next, he furiously 
whispered: “Not much - and 
probably just as badly." 

It was fitting that his last per- 
formances. as the Inquisitor in 
Schiller’s Don Carlos, were giv- 
en at the Glasgow Citizens, in 
an environment that he had al- 
ways found adventurous and 
congenial and where hfe intel- 
ligence and professional exac- 
titude were properly valued. 
Typical of the insouciance and 
fortitude with which he faced hfe 
long illness was the fact that he 
raised only two performances 


After making an impact witn 
the Negro Ensemble Company 
in New York, Cash departed for 
Hollywood to appear opposite 
Chariton Heston in the sm 
thriller The Omega Man : (1971), 
now a cult classic. Her first ap- 
. pearance in the film fe unfor- 
gettable. Strong and aggressive, 
she looked ready .to steal the 
film from under Heston’s nose 
but sadly, halfway through the 

film. Cash’s drive and force was 

diluted by the script and direc- 
tor. An opportunity to break 
away from the traditional Hol- 
lywood stereotype of black 
women, and to present a new 
type of black movie heroine, was 
wasted. Nevertheless, at the 
end of the year. Cash found her- 
self included in Quigley Publi- 
cations’ annual top ten “Stars 
of Tomorrow” IfeL She was the 
first black actress to be named 
since the list was launched in 
1941. 

Important leading roles fol- 
lowed in films like the off-beat 
murder mystery Melinda (1972), 
and Hickey and Boggs (1972), in 
which she starred opposite Bill 
Cosby. In the hit comedy Up- 
town Saturday Night (1974) she 
was directed tty Sidney Poitier 
but, after this promising start. 
Cash found it almost impossi- 
ble to sustain her film career. 
She found herself in the same 
situation as her contemporaries 
Ruby Dee. Diana Sands and 
Cicely Tyson. Dramatic roles 
in American movies did not ex- 
ist for these highly charged, 
charismatic black actresses. 

Cash fared better with guest 
appearances in top-rated tele- 
vision shows of the 1970s in- 
cluding Kojak, Police Woman 


Stf*; 

white coUeague)m the rra 

for-televfeion 

Affair (1977). In l 978 c 
c£ne to Britain to appear £ 
Glenda Jackson and Olr 
Reed in The Class rfM 

MacMichaeL, directed by Sil 
Narrizano. In this comedy a 
ma set in an inner-city school 
delinquents, -Cash gave. a 
pathetic performance as 
caring schoolteacher. 

When film offers dried i 
Osh continued to make me 
orable appearances in ® a ‘ : 
for- television films and ri 
superb performances earn, 
her no mina tions for NAAU 
Image Awards. Sister, Sis i 
(1982), written tty Maya Ai- 


Cash in The Omega Man, 19711 
Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


gelou. was an emotional drama 
co-starring Diahann Carroll 
and Irene Cara, about Hired 
adult asters who come togeth-l 
er to fight, rejoice and reminisce! 
after years of separation- In Go 
TeU It on the Mountain (1986).] 
based on the novel by James; 
Baldwin, Cash gave an effective 
performance as Aunt Florence. 

In 1987 Cash received the 
Black American Cinema Soci- 
ety’s Phoenix Award, and in 
1992 she was inducted into the 
Black Filmmakers Hall of 
Fame. Continuing to work in 
television, she appeared in The 
Cosby Show (1986), Thir- 
tysomething (1987) and, finally, 
a recurring role in the daytime 
soap opera General Hospital. 

Stephen Bourne 


Rosalind Cash, actress: bom At- 
lantic City, New Jersey 31 De- 
cember 1938; died Los Angeles 
31 October 1995. 


Professor Sir Robert Grieve 


Tam Dalyell [obituaries. 30 Oc- 
tober] makes only passing ref- 
erence to Bob Grieve’s tenure 
of the Chair of Town and Re- 


established a postgraduate de- 
partment, with eclectic but rie- 


S 'onal Planning at Glasgow 
niversity. writes Tim Cordy. 


University, writes Tim Cordy. 
Perhaps, on behalf of his many 
students, I might amplify. 

He it was who established the 
department - the third in the 
dty (and this at the time of 
point-blocks, inner-city motor- 
ways and municipal Stalinism: 
imagine the jokes). But Bob 
Grieve, as ever, had a dream 
and, as ever, made it happen. 
He wanted to produce poly- 
maths. in the true Scottish tra- 
dition - men and women to 
follow in the steps of John 
Muir and Patrick Geddes. So he 


partment, with eclectic but rig- 
orous entry requirements and 
an extremely wide-ranging syl- 
labus. Only years later did 1 dis- 
cover that hxs proposals had met 
considerable opposition at Sen- 
ate, where his dry wit had 
ensured that he won the day. 

His colleagues and students 
shared the intellectual excite- 
ment of his department, which 
combined the visionary (“We 
cannot afford not to have 
dreams”) and the practical 
(“Never forget the drains"). 
My Glasgow years gave me a 
sense of urgency, purpose and 
practical pride in town planning 
and I suspect that most of ray 
fellow students felt the same. 


Gilles Deleuze 


I am surprised lhaL your obitu- 
ary of Gilles Deleuze [Ity James 
Kirfcup, S November] fails to 
mention his involvement in left- 
wing politics after 1968. writes 
Keith Rett. He was often to be 
seen on left-wing demonstra- 
tions, which, paradoxically, had 


the effect of increasing the au- 
dience amongst the Left for his 
philosophical writings, winch 
were not in any real sense left- 
wing at all. 

In this way Deleuze played a 
small hut significant part in 
the great retreat from 1968. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Birthdays 


BIRTHS 


LEE-BARBER: Rear-Admiral John 
Lee-Bartwr CB DSO (and Bar). 
Peacefully in Hampshire, on l-l No- 
vember 1995, aged 90. Beloved father 
of Victoria and Sarah. Private cre- 
mation. Memorial service at Si Maiv 
the Virgin Church. Wiwnboe. Essex, 
on Monday 15 January 1990 at 2pm. 


Announcements lor Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions. Marriages. Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memoram) should be sent in writing 
(o the Gazette Edftot; The Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary WharC Lon- 
don EI-l SDL, ictepboned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or hxed to 0171-293 
2010, and are charged at £&50 a Bn* 
(VAT extra!. 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Tim Parsons, -Twi- 
light (iii): Uccello. The Battle of San 
Romano", l pm. 

Tate Gallery: Tania String. “Dynas- 
ties: the politics of Tudor dynastic pic- 
tures'. I pm. 

British Museum: Helen Eng. “Mer- 
maids. Centaurs and Sirens: explor- 
ing the limits of humanity”. 1.15pm. 
Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
Hail, London EC1: Professor 
Heather Couper, “How Big is 
Space?", 1pm. 

Oxford University ( Herbert Spencer 
Lecture, Zoology/ftychoiogy Build- 
ingl: Professor M. Le Docuff. 
“Women and Intellectual Work". 
5pm. 


Miss Lesley Abdcla. founder. All- Par- 
ly 300 Group for Women in Politics. 
50; Sir Jeremy Bcccham, chairman. 
Association of Metropolitan Au- 
thorities, 51; Admiral Sir Jetemy 
Black, former Commander-in -Chief, 
Naval Home Command. 63; Mr 
Stephen Bragg, aeronautical engi- 
j necr. 72; Mr Malcolm Bruce MP. 51; 
Dr Gerald Bidraer, former Rector, 
Liverpool Polytechnic, 75; Lord 
Craigmyle, chairman, Cnugmyie and 
Co, 7 i Mr John Dobson, tenor, 65; 
Mr J imm y Dunnachie MP, 65; Mr 
David Emanuel, fashion designer, 43; 
Miss Fe oclia Fielding, actress, 61: Mr 
Michael Freeman, consultant or- 
thopaedic surgeon. 64: The Rev Dr 
Kenneth Greet, former Free Church 
Moderator, 77: General Sir Charles 
Guthrie, Chief of the General Staff, 
57; Mr Jeremy Hanley MP, Minister 
for Hong Kong and the Middle 
East, 50, Mr Cotin Hayes, painter, 76: 
Pro lessor Anthony King. Professor 
of Government. Essex University. 61: 
Mr Jeremy Lloyds, cricketer. 41; 
Mr John Lawther, Lord-Lieutenant 
for Northamptonshire. 72; Sir 
Charles Mackerras, conductor, 70; Sir 
Leslie Murphy, director. PEL Group. 
SO; Lord Polwanh, Vice Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, Borders Region, 79; Mr 
Jonathan Ross, broadcaster, 35; The 
Right Rev John Sattcrthwaite, for- 
mer Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe, 
70; Mr Martin Scorsese, film direc- 
tor, 53; Mbs Debbie Thrower, broad- 
caster. 38; Mr James Whiwick. actor, 
■ttfc Mr Au heron Waugh, journalist. 
56; Mr John Wells, writer and actor. 
59; Miss Joyce Wetbcrcd (Lady 
Heathcoal Amocy). golfer, 94. 


tronomer and mathematician, 1790; 
George Grote. historian. 1794; Field 
Marshal Sir Bernard Law Mont- 
gomery, Gist Viscount Montgomery 
of Alamein, 1887. Deaths: Si Mar- 
garet, Qneen of Scotland. 1093; 
Catherine IL the Great, of Russia, 
1796; Franco is- Auguste Rodin, sculp- 
tor, 1917; Arthur Eric Rowton Gill, 
stone -carver, engraver, typographer 
and author. 1940; Heitor Villa- 
Lobos, composer. 1959: Erskine 
Hamilton Childers, president of Ire- 
land, 1974. On this day: Elizabeth 1 
acceded to the throne of England. 
1558; Sir Whiter Raleigh was tried for 
treason. 1603: the Gist Battle of the 
Somme ended. 1916; Kashmir voted 
to become pan of India, 1956; the 
first London performance of the mu- 
sical show GodspeQ was presented, 
1971. Today is the Feast Day of Saints 
Arisclus and Victoria, Saints Al- 
phaeus and Zachaeus, St Anianus 
or Aignan of Orleans. Si Dionysius 
or Alexandria, St Elizabeth of Hun- 
gary, St Gregory of Tours Si Gregory 
the Wonderworker. St Hilda, Si 
Hugh of Lincoln and The Martyrs of 
Paraguay. 


ebraitf Grand Day. Among those pre- 
sent were: 


Lord and Lady bmy. Lord TLropJenun: Lord 
Twlor of Gwfnrih: Mr and Mu James Mur- 
rain*: Sir lam Glidewcll; turd J office Hire. 
Lord Jusuoc WifllipK Mr Juste* Wucrbrew:; 
Mr Justice Mouuowy Air Chief Marshal Sir 
John and Lady GmcclL Mr Pci cr Gwynn- 
Jo ncK Mr Rnrald Middleton. Mrs Raymond 
VrTieatiey-Hubtwi/d: Dr John Coot Mr Stan- 
ley Profile ro: Mr David Damaiti, Mi* Sunon 
Lang: Cape and Mr. Malcolm Carver. 


Prescription system for pensioners unlawful 


Regina v Secretary of State for 
Health, ex parte Richardson; 
European Court of Justice. 
Luxembourg; 19 October 1995 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 

17 November 1995 


PPP healthcare group 

Professor Derek Ellwood gave the 
ninth PPP healthcare group Bay liss 
Lecture. “Genetics and the Inheri- 
tance of Disease", yesterday evening 
at the Royal College of Phwjcian*. 
London NW1 . Sir Peter Gadsden, 
chairman, PPP healthcare group, 
presided. 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 3.54pm. 


Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Sir Nicholas Bonsor Bl MP. Minis- 
ter a( State (or Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, hosted a lunch 
held yesterday at Admiralty House, 
London SW1. in honour of Dr Fer- 
nando Naranjo. Munster of External 
Affairs and Worship, Republic of 
Costa Rica. 


Lotted Sjaa ns<N 0171-387 4300. Fed- 
eration of Synagogues: 0181-202 2 24 3. 
Union of Liberal and P ro gres s fre Syn- 
agogues 0171-580 1663. Reform Syna- 
gogues oT Great Britain: 0181-3494731. 
Spanish and P ort Bg c es e Jews Coogre- 
gadore 0171-289 2573. New Loudon 
Syi ug agre iMasortiR 0171-328 1026. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Jean Le Rond d'Alembcn. 
scientist and mathematician. 1717; 
August Ferdinand Mfihius. as- 


Dinners 

Lincoln's Inn 

Mr Oliver Lodge, Treasurer. Lin- 
coln's Inn. held a dinner yesterday 
evening at the Honourable Society 
of Lincota’s Inn, London WG, in ccl- 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Priaczsi Mind P311™. Yuoih Sudani 

aurtafa the Imb at the BP . Yaaih CUn Sen- 
trad fitudj CUlap «bJ Gtulf Kali Projects 

ai itr Afcczdra FjOoHtioe and Cratacu 
Centre: and ox PrcwJctu. Run! Scffliish Sort* 
Ur PresenUno ol Crocks la CaUne. atKnh the 
tsicb oltancn OaB «l Md ol the Socsws at the 
Bo*di Oaflroefe. Aberdeen. Priocm Mkhad of 
Seal. Coes! of tt, ma. ricsenu fofre Lrog Ser- 

rice and Grad (.Vokhjtt Medals a (Hmncrlim 

CtnuuhulaiT folia: Itcadquirlen. □rrtualham 


The setting of different ages for 
exemption from prescription 
charges for men and women, to 
correspond with the different 
pensionable ages for men and 
women for granting pensions, 
was not allowed by Directive 
79.7/EEC. which deals with 
the progressive implementa- 
tion of the principle of equal 
treatment for men and women 
In matters of social security. 

The European Court of Jus- 
tice gave rulings on questions 
referred to it by the Queen’s 
Bench Divisional Court. 

Article 3( 1 ) of Directive 79/7 
provides: 

This directive shall apply to [a) 
statutory schemes which provide 
protection against . . . sickness . . . 

Article 7(1) provides: 

This directive shall he without prej- 
udice lo the right of member Mines 
lo exclude from its scope (a) the de- 
termination of pensionable age fur 
the purposes of granting old-age and 
retirement pensions and the possi- 
ble consequences thereof for other 
benefits 

The applicant, a retired man 
of 64 years, contended (hat he 
suffered discrimination on the 


198y (SI no 419) which provides 
exempUon from prescription 
charges for“a man who has at- 
tained the age of 65 years or a 
woman who has attained the 
age of 60 years". The Secretary 
of Stale contended that the pre- 
scription charges system and 
the exemptions from prescrip- 
tion charges were not matters 


covered by Council Directive 
79/7 as defined in article 3(1 ), 
and that in any event the ex- 
emption for persons of pen- 
sionable age was excluded from 
its scope by article 7(l)(a). 

The ECJ said that a benefit 
such as that provided for in reg- 
ulation 6(1 )(c) fulfilled the 
conditions for falling Within the 
scope of Directive 79/7. First, 
being provided for by statute 
mid implemented by regulation 
it formed part of a statutory 
scheme. Secondly, it afforded 
direct and effective protection 
against the risk of sickness re- 
ferred to in article 3(1 ). In view 
of the fundamental importance 


of the principle of equal treat- 
ment and the aim of Directive 


ground of sex under regulation 
6(l)ic) of the NaiionalHealth 


Changing of the Guard 


mcwio Ibc Outrn'- life Ouaid a) Harar ( 
I tarn. 


Service (Charges for Drugs 
and Appliances) Regulations 


79/7, a system of benefits could 
not be excluded from the scope 
of the directive simply because 
it did not strictly form part of 
national social security rules. 
Article 3(1) was to be inter- 


preted as meaning that a sys- 
tem such as that in regulation 
6(1) exempting various cate- 
gories of persons, in particular 
certain old people, from pre- 
scription charges fell within 
the scope of the directive. 

A national rule such as reg- 
ulation^ I )(c) involved direct 
discrimination on the ground of 
sex and the age limits corre- 
sponded to the statutory pen- 
sionable ages for men and 
women in the United Kingdom 
for the grant of old-age and re- 
tirement pensions. Article 
7(1 )(a) of Directive 79/7 al- 
lowed member states to exdude 
from its scope not only the set- 
ting of pensionable ages but 
also the possible consequences 
thereof for other benefits. 

The scope of the permitted 
derogation, defined bv the 
words "possible consequences 
ihereof for other benefits" con- 
tained in article 7( 1 )(a) was lim- 
ited to forms of discrimination 
existing under the other bene- 
fit schemes which were neces- 
sarily and objectively linked lo 
the difference in retirement 
age. That was so where the dis- 
crimination in question was 
objectively necessary in order 
to avoid disturbing the finan- 
cial equilibrium of (he social se- 


curity system or to ensure 
coherence between the retire- 
ment pension scheme and 
other benefit schemes. 

There was no evidence that 
changing the rules at issue 
would imperil the financial 
equilibrium of the social secu- 
rity system as a whole. The dis- 
crimination at issue was not 
objectively necessary to en- 
sure coherence between the re- 
tirement pension system and 
the system provided for in reg- 
ulation 6(1 )(c). The form of dis- 
crimination at issue was not 
necessarily linked to the dif- 
ference between the pension- 
able ages for men and for 
women and was not therefore 
covered by article 7(l)(a).- 

There was no factor to 
justify a derogation from the 
principle that a ruling; on the in- 
terpretation of Community law 
took effect from the date on 
which the rule interpreted en- 
tered into force. There was no 
reason to limit the temporal ef- 
fect of this judgment so that the 
direct effect of article 4(1) of 
Directive 79/7 might also be re- 
lied on to support rlnimc for 
damages m respect of periods 
prior to the date of the judg- 
ment by persons who had not 
brought legal proceedings or 
made an equivalent claim 
prior to that date. 


Ying Hoi Tan, Barrister 
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news analysis 


Jan paisley, leader of 

tne Democratic 
Unionist Party 

IJeidea of sitting down 

at the same table as 
Sinn Fein is anathema to 
. him Opposes Dublin’s 


Derry Adams, president 
of Sinn Fein 
Has called for immediate 
all-party talks. Says 
Britain only raised issue 
of decommissioning as a 
precondition after the 
ceasefire. Argues that no 
ceasefirein Irish'history 
required surrender of r:‘- 
weapons before-v 
comprehensive t^ks. . ^ 


John Hume, leader of 
the nationalist SDLP 

Says all party talks 
should start at once. 
Argues that the important 
issue is not whether the 
IRA still has arms, but 
■ whether they plan to use 
them. Is convinced that 
Sinn Fein is committed 
: : . toipeaoeftJl politics. . 7 / 


David Trimble, leader, 
Ulster Unionist Party 

The IRA would have to 
decommission arms, and 
perhaps disband 
altogether. But if the iRA 
surrendered even a few 
weapons, Trimble would 
comeunder heavy ■ 
pressure from the British 
Government to Join talks. 


John Bruton, premier, 
Republic of Ireland 

Ready for all-party talks 
now. Favours dropping 
the decommissioning 
precondition. Has 
proposed new approach 
whereby talks would go 
ahead six weeks after an 
international commission 
had established Sinn 
Fein -s good intentions! - 


John Major, 

Prime Minister 
Demands that the IRA 
begins to decommission 
weapons before Sinn 
fein joins talks. Wants 
international commission 
to arrange terms for 
• : dealing with IRA’s 
~ aisenaf. But Government 
4V has:bael^acked before, 
v ; ccsiid; do, so agai n . 

■ •• . 

•• • • •• 



Will they ever get round that table? 

Is the once unthinkable now possible: a lasting peace without a political settlement in Northern Ireland? Jack O’Sullivan reports 


■T’oday more t han 80 repub- 
X lican and loyalist prisoners 
will walk free from Northern 
Ireland’s jails. Their early 
release shows how the peace 
process can still deliver resuJ ls. 
But today’s scenes will mask a 
dangerous reality: progress 
towards a political settlement, 
the vital underpinning of peace, 
is in deep trouble. 

Fifteen months after the 
IRA laid down its arms, all- 
party talks look like no more 
than a distant hope. Britain will 
not sanction them until the 
IRA makes at least a token sur- 
render of arms. The Provi- 
sionals have; in a rare public 
statement, refused point blank 
to make the gesture, leaving 
neither side with much room 
for manoeuvre. 

Meanwhile, the relationship 
between the Irish Republic and 
Britain - the rock upon which 
a settlement could be built - 
has deteriorated of late. Presi- 
dent Clinton’s planned visit 
later this month to Belfast, 
Dublin and London may be 
abandoned and. in any case, 
holds little prospect of break- 
ing through the impasse. 

Worse still, there are signs 


that guns and bombs are being 
taken from arsenals that have 
remained undisturbed for 
months. A week ago the Irish 
police discovered l,700Ibs of 
explosives just across the bor- 
der in the Republic. Police 
believe that the massive bomb 
was to be used in an attack on 


It would be 
wrong to 
assume that 
frustration will 
persuade the 
IRA to unpack 
its Semtex 


a security target in Northern 
Ireland. 

Amid the political stalemate, 
is peace breaking down? 

No, is the immediate answer. 
Last week’s f oiled bombing was 
not the work of the Provisional 
ERA, by far the best-armed 
republican element. Hie blame 


has been laid on the military 
wing of Republican Sinn Fein, 
which broke away from the 
Provisionals in 1986. It is a 
small, insignificant group, 
which claims to be the guardian 
of purist, uncompromising 
republican ideals. The activities 
of this fundamentalist splinter 
group do not signal a general 
Breakdown in the cease-fire, to 
which the IRA apparently 
remains committed 

But the fact that a bombing 
was even considered indicates 
a change in the atmosphere in 
Northern Ireland. A few 
months ago, as one republican 
remarked,- even extremists 
would not have contemplated 
such a “spectacular". They 
would have feared being 
rounded upon by the rest of the 
republican community for 
endangering potential gains 
from the peace process. Now, 
after such a tong stalemate, the 
opprobrium is diminished 
There seems to be less to lose. 

So does this mean it is only 
a matter of time before the Pro- 
visional IRA eventually lakes 
up arms again? 

There is certainly frustra- 
tion among northern republi- 


cans. Sir Patrick Mayhew, the 
Northern Ireland Secretary, 
speaks of the many changes 
since peace broke out. But, 
complain republicans, most are 
security measures that would 
have been ordered if the IRA 
had been defeated rather than 
concessions to a supposedly 
potent force. 

Many republicans feel that 
the potential gains envisaged 
one year ago have not been ful- 
filled. Twelve months ago Sinn 
Fein was on a roll. Albert 
Reynolds, the then Taoiseach, 
was at one with Gerry Adams 
and prepared to press Sinn 
Finn’s case with London. In 
contrast, Mr Reynolds’ succes- 
sor/ John Bruton, is far less 
friendly with Sinn Fein. He 
won nationalist plaudits by 
attacking London last weekend, 
but Mr Bruton is by instinct 
anti-republican. He wants to 
woo the Unionists and has as a 
consequence cold-shouldered 
Sinn Fein, thereby alienating 
Mr Adams. 

It would, however, be wrong 
to assume that republican frus- 
tration is about to persuade the 
ERA to unpack its stores of 
Semtex. Mr Adams has demon- 


strated no desire for a return to 
the killing. He seems to have 
accepted some time ago that 
mili tary victory was not achiev- 
able in Ulster. Were he to lead 
his troops back into battle, he 
would lose whatever influence 
Sinn Fein has acquired over the 
past two years in Dublin and 
Washington. 

Additionally, no matter how 
slowly politicians go about the 
task of creating long-term 
agreement, there is little com- 
munity pressure for the Provi- 
sionals to restart their cam- 
paign. This is not 1969, when 
Catholics were being burned 
our of thefr homes and the IRA 
was expected to play a protec- 
tive role. 

So, with the ERA likely to 
remain confined to barracks, 
can we stop worrying about a 
return to violence? Probably. It 
is now quite possible to imag- 
ine a lengthy period, perhaps 
even years, in which an absence 
of violence continues m North- 
ern Ireland, despite a lack of 
political development. This is a 
prospect that few commenta- 
tors would have predicted back 
in September 1994, when the 
ERA laid down its weapons. At 


that stage most people, notably 
within the British government, 
thought the cease-fires would 
soon falter. 

The receding threat of vio- 
lence may indeed be allowing 
John Major the luxury of not 
pressing ahead quickly with 
developing a political settle- 
ment. His key concern right 
now may not be to bolster 
peace with political change but 
to make sure that talks begin 
only when conditions are right. 
This is a delicate task. The his- 
tory of all-party discussions in 
Northern Ireland is of boycott 
by at least some of the main 
players. And even, if discus- 
sions do get going, they usually 
collapse in acrimony. 

Mr Major has probably 
accepted that Ian Paisley's 
Democratic Unionists would 
not attend an ail-party confer- 
ence, at least until it was well 
under way. But he must per- 
suade David Trimble, the 
recently-elected leader of the 
more moderate Ulster Union- 
ists, to come on board. Ihlks 
without him would be a waste 
of time. 

It may therefore serve Mr 
Major’s purposes to delay all- 


party talks as long as possible, 
so that Mr Trimble can be per- 
suaded to join the process and 
stick with il 

AD of this analysis suggests 
the slow rate of progress in 
Northern Ireland should not 
necessarily be seen as provok- 
ing a crisis in the higher readies 

The history of 
all-party 
discussions is 
of boycott by 
at least some 
of the major 
players 


of the IRA and hence an out- 
break of killing. But there is an 
important risk from delay. A 
peace that was not under- 
pinned by political change 
would to some extent be unsta- 
ble. There is a danger that it 
could be vulnerable to break- 
down, brought about not by the 


IRA but by an unfortunate 
conjunction of events that had 
no single author. 

Last summer, Ulster offered 
a glimpse of these dangers. 
There were the riots over the 
early release of Private Lee 
Clegg, who had been convicted 
of murdering a Catholic joy 
rider. A head-on confronta- 
tion between nationalists and 
unionists followed about an 
Orange march through a 
Catholic part of Porladown. 
As disturbances escalated 
there, and in riots on Belfast’s 
Ormeau Road, it was possible 
to see how Northern Ireland 
might once again descend, 
almost accidentally, into a spi- 
ral of violence. 

Everyone knows that the 
last time communal distur- 
bances got out of hand and 
turned into the Troubles, it 
took 25 years before all the 
participants stopped the killing. 
The risk of such an unplanned 
deterioration should, as much 
as the thinking of the IRA's mil- 
itary command, preoccupy 
those politicians who think 
they can delay settling North- 
ern Ireland's constitutional 
future. 



Ifiies was not alone in giving a private 
heer at Brian Mawhinney being sprayed 
nth orange paint by Asylum Bill protesters 
(utside the House of Commons. The video 
if the incident was apparently played more 
ban 10 times over lunchtime by gleeful BBC 
raff at the nearby BBC Westminster Studios 
t Mill bank. The chairman of the 
tonservative Party has few friends at the 
;BC after railing against the corporation for 
:ft-wing bias at the party conference, and 
ome were said to be cheered up 
nonnously by the video. 

There may also have been a faint cheer 
ran inside the Blue Bunker itself. AH is not 
«I1 inside Central Office since the amval of 
w Ulster Hardman, who gathered his staff 
)r a pep talk yesterday. Morale has 
l umm eted, and the departure of Hugh 
blver, die former head of communications, 
i regarded as a symptom of a deeper malaise. 

Nor was there much sympathy m the 
bmmons. One of those dose to the 

aainoan quipped: “He was overcome with 
unison.” 



Mawhinney: orange disorder 


John Ward, the Prime Minister’s 


is an 


•es a medal, and possibly the 

tosshn equivalent of the 


[jClllUa 

ms all that stood between 

d a monumental gaffe ®™ r 
iture reports of the death of 


Siu> 

can now reveal the full 



one warn a pager went off 

mber, belonging to Alan 
Irian Mawhtoney’s ^ 



lUlliu « ■ — 

*C was about to announce 
tssian president was dead 
la reaction from a 

t in on the Conservative 


backbenches. “Well have to ten the 
Prime Minister;’’ said some of the 
younger; more eager MPs. But Ward 
is made of wiser stuff, “frwfflputhim 
off his stroke,” be said, and refused to 
pass the message on. As a result, 
Major was not told and he was spared 
the reddest of red bees. 

Major and Boris owe Ward one for 
that 

Wilkes has Wad Ws best, kept 
debates going when nobody wanted 
to speak, put down planted questions 
for minis ters, laughed at Major’s 
jokes, and even voted for the blasted 
Government, but loyalty counts for 
nothing these days. The Backbencher 
of the Year Award has slipped by for 
another year. The word around the 
tearoom is that it will go next week to 
John Redwood, the un succes sful 
challenger for Major’s crows. 

perhaps next year Wilkes should 
throw his bat in the ring, if that’s 
what it takes. 


Wilkes always goes to the best parties, 
and the Nolan recommendations have 
done nothing to impinge on his 
convivial lifestyle. So it was that 
Wilkes was delighted to qnaff 
champagne at Spencer House, the 
Princess of Wales’s forma 1 family 
townbonse in St James’s, for the 10th 
anniversary of a leading PR firm, the 
riimmimiMrtnn Group. Guests 
included Alan Whicker, Labour’s 
Dong Henderson and Sir Patrick 
Maybew, the Northern Ireland 
Secretary, whose former special 
adviser Jonathan Caine has joined 
the PR firm. Then it was over to the 
launch party for the collected essays 
of Norman Lament, where Wilkes 
drank House of Commons claret and 
rubbed shoulders with the old gang, 
in dnding Lord Parkinson and Sir 
Robin Day. 

Wilkes is glad to report that 
Lamont has lost none of his gift for 
the wen-turned phrase. Rejecting the 
range of figures showing the economy 
has turned beUy-np, Lamont insisted 
that they were all wrong. “It’s a false 
dusk,” be pgM- 


TOkes is a constitutional 
anar chist of the first order, in spite 
' the efforts by the Princess of Whies 
advance the cause of republicanism, 
likes needs to hear only two words - 
Resident Thatcher" - to confirm his 
yalist instincts . 

But there is a limit. Wilkes can put 
> with Prince Charles’s watercolour 
r Windsor Castle signed “C ’90” 
tiich greets visitors at the entrance 
the MPs’ offices at No 1 



The Prince: genmng up on Whies 


Parliament Street, and even the 
unflattering portrait of the Prince 
which makes the heir to the throne 
look like a paranoid bloodhound. 
However, Wilkes learns with deep 
dismay that the PoW has been 
brushing up on the Principality by 
having a private briefing with the 
Secretary of State for wties. First be 
has a chat with Redwood, the Vulcan; 
now he’s been having a private word 
with his teenage successor, William 
Hague. Neither of them is Welsh, and 
both know as much about Wales as 
Wilkes's left shoe. 

Des Wilson and Oily Grander, both 
former leading lights in the Liberal 
Democrats, have become the Joanna 
Lnmley and Jennifer Saunders of the 
PR world. Des, now with the PR firm 
London News, shared a table at a 
glitzy PR awards dinner with his old 
friend ODk who has moved to Shelter. 
As the night wore on, Des grew more 
bitchy about the winners, which was a 
bit tricky for ODy. darling; because, 
as Joanna would say In Absolutely 
Fabulous, you see, sweetie, she was 
one of the judges, and his agency 
didn’t get a prize. 

Staff at the Department of Health 
broke into joyous cheering at the 
State Opening of Parliament Whs 
this a rash of royalist blood to then- 
heads? No, simply they had heard 
that their old boss, Virginia 
Bottomley, had been turned back 
from Parliament by the police, 
because she was 15 minutes late for 
the ceremony and her car could not 
get through the security. Funny how 
she brings out the best in people. 

Wilkes’s old chum Lord Wakeham 
has been privately boasting that he 
has had an immediate effect on Fleet 
Street as the head of the Press 
Complaints Commission, He has 
dosed down the telephone line set up 
by Sun hacks for dancing partners of 
Prince William to snitch on his soda! 
activities now that be has started at 
Eton. The “snog tine", as it was 
informally known (Wilkes cannot 
imagine wfty) was a breach of the boy 
prince’s privacy, and thus Wakeham 
intervened. 
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HOTELS 


The Angel 
The hyBuh Royal 
The George 
The Castle 
TheCarridc 
The Stedey Park Hotel 

The Royal 

The Tortwe 
The Royal barge 
The Athol Pteve 
The Radnorshire Aim 


If you are planning a break for 
later in the year then call 
0990 543 543 
for die latest copy of the White 


Even if yoo cannot get away for a longer break 
White Hart Hotels offer a range of one and two night 
Leisure Breaks still at a great value for money price. 
If yon need to get away now call ns on 


(afl calls dunged at local rates) 


Hart Leisure Breaks brochure. 
When ordering your brochure 
please quote the following 
reference P1ND17 or contact year 
local travel agent 
White Hart Holds accept all 
major credit cards. 
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Bed and breakfast s Miwibte it IPmhptefc. Dinner bed and bukiistvri)l hectored as an alternative. 
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Beware a new 


wage spiral 


H ow does a pay rise of 5 per cent 
sound to you? It is higher than 
inflation and well ahead of the average 
pay settlement It is certainly better than 
the public sector will get this year. Yet 
once you stop to think about how much 
harder you are working, the new con- 
tracts which make your job less secure, 
the growing profits your company is 
making, and the soaring salary of tbe 
chief executive, then you might not feel 
it is unreasonable. 

Your reaction matters a great deal to 
the economists who are watching the dis- 
pute at Ford over the management's pay 
offer of 4. 75 percent. If pay settlements 
start rising following the Ford example, 
we could be in for the wage boom that 
the Bank of England fears. But if the rest 
of the economy remains cautious and 
subdued, unaffected by the deals done 
at Dagenham, then pay and inflation 
could keep crawling along at their cur- 
rent rate. 

In the past Ford's pay settlement mat- 
tered a (ot. Wage increases at Ford used 
to be “the going rate" — they set the stan- 
dard in the car industry and for the rest 
of manufacturing. But it would be sur- 
prising if the old situation still prevailed 
Wage bargaining has become increasingly 
decentralised and the workforce less 
unionised Pay setters in the service 
industries probably focus far more on 
their own profits and skill shortages 
than they do on manufacturing pay. 
And as employment in the service sec- 
tor goes on rising, while employment in 
manufacturing continues to drop, then 
events at Ford matter that much less in 
the am text of the whole economy. 


Although Ford's pay packets may no 
longer be tbe trigger that causes rising 
wage bills across the economy, what 
happens there may still reflect the 
feelings of workers and management 
elsewhere. The Ford workforce is so fed 
up its members are prepared to strike 
for what they see as their fair share of 
the proceeds from productivity gains of 
the past few years — whether it be 
through wage rises above 5 per cent, or 
cuts in the working week in line with 
European colleagues. There could well 
be similar demands for wage rises 
across the economy which have been 
bottled up after several years of wage 
constraints. 

Service-sector wages won't necessar- 
ily be immune to tbese pressures either. 
For although weekly earnings in the ser- 
vices remain subdued because there are 
so many part-time workers, hourly earn- 
ings for full-time workers have already 
been increasing at a rapid rate — 4.6 per 
cent in the year to last spring. 

So just because the rest of industry 
and the economy no longer blindly fol- 
lows Ford’s lead, doesn’t mean our pay 
is not about to start going up. The opti- 
mistic view is that the labour market has 
changed in such a dramatic way, that the 
old British wage inflation spirals have 
been defeated. The pessimists believe 
it is just a matter of time before old 
pressures resurface — wage claims 
could even start accelerating in the 
spring. The Bank of England is right to 
remain worried about wages, for it 
could take months, even yearn to be sure 
who is right By which time it could be 
too late. 


Keep fruit on 
our streets 


L ife must be hell for the man from the 
council. All those complaints from 
aggrieved tenants, noise-averse neigh- 
bours, unproud owners of uncollected 
rubbish - and so little time or money to 
deal with them. At least that's what they 


keep telling us. In which case, why has 
Derbyshire Council spent so much effort 


in getting a judgement against an Ilke- 
ston greengrocer, against whose pave- 
ment display of fruit and vegetables no 
one had complained? The phrase “have 
they nothing better to do?” comes irre- 
sistibly to mind. 

Ah. yes, says Derbyshire, but it’s not so 
simple. True, no one had objected to Brian 
Godfrey's sidewalk plums, and yes, there 
had been no accidents or incidents, but the 
law is the law. “Pavements are for people 
and have to be kept free of obstructions 
for the benefit of pedestrians", apparently. 

This argument mirrors that of Cam- 
den and Westminster councils in Lon- 
don, when this summer's balmy heat 
brought the tables and chairs of dozens 
of bistros and cafes out on to the capi- 
tal’s grimy pavements. Justifying the 
imposition of a series of fines and the 
sequestrations of some offending furni- 
ture, Westminsters Robert Moreland 
declared himself to be acting on behalf 
of “the partially sighted, disabled and 
pram pushers”, forced to negotiate 
“unauthorised” tables and chairs (autho- 
rised ones, presumably emit a high- 
pitched noise to warn the partially 
sighted and fold down into ramps on the 
approach of wheelchairs or buggies). 

There is much in Mr Moreland's 


argument. There must indeed be some 
restriction on the rights of traders to take 
over the public’s footpaths - even though 
there seems to be none on the rights of 
cable companies utterly to disrupt the 
ability of almost anyone to go almost 
anywhere. Caf£ owners, greengrocers 
and stall-holders must be considerate 
towards pedestrians, and where real 
nuisance is caused must be restrained. 

There is a sneaking suspicion, how- 
ever, that what is at issue here is not so 
much public nuisance as an official desire 
to control everything. Mr Godfrey, as far 
as we can see, was causing no problem. 
And, lest we forget Derbyshire council 
last featured in these columns when it 
instituted a policy of not employing 
smokers. It isn't just the Labour councils 
which seem to be prone to jobsworthism. 

As reported today, Tory Westminster is 
trying to insist that it is entitled to charge 
fruiterer Eric Carter for his pavement 
overspill - despite the fact that the space 
does not belong to the coundL Their atti- 
tude appears to be that if something exists 
in public space, then they should get the 
benefit from it - or dose it down. 

Most people would like to see tbe 
growth of a lively ( if regulated) pavement 
culture in Britain. The colour of fruit 
stalls and the hum of caf£s is infinitely 
preferable to a dingy melange of rubbish 
bins and cracked paving stones. Cars - 
parked and moving - are far more of a 
problem to pedestrians and street-users 
than any exuberant displays of arti- 
chokes. The man from the council 
should get his priorities right. 





1 think it’s paint ... whatever it is, it won’t come off 9 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Does BSE 
harm people? 


From Dr R. G. Will and others 
Sin Professor Richard Lacey 
asserts (Another View, 15 
November) that BSE is “now 
established as a cause of sporadic 
Creutzfeldt- Jakob disease (CJD) 
in humans". 

This is not true. CJD occurs 
round the world with a relatively 
constant incidence, including 
countries that are free of both 
scrapie and BSE. In 1994, the 
inddence of CJD in the UK was 
lower than in the Netherlands 
and in Austria, which are both 
free of BSE. The occurrence of 
CJD in dairy farmers in the UK 
is unlikely to be directly linked 
to BSE, because CJD occurs 
with a similar frequency in dairy 
formers in France, Germany and 
Italy, which are countries with a 
minimal potential occupational 
exposure to BSE The occur- 
rence of CJD in teenagers in the 
UK is tragic, but this does not 
establish a link with BSE, 
because CJD has previously 
been described in teenagers in 
other countries in which there 


could not possibly be a link with 
BSE 


The primary remit of the CJD 
illance Unit is to determine 


Sure: 

whether there is a link between 
BSE and CJD by detailed inves- 
tigation of all cases of CJD in the 
UK. We have not yet established 
a link and the evidence on which 
this statement is based has been 
recently published in an Annual 
Report. However, it is clearly 
imperative to continue to study 
dosely the epidemiology of CJD, 
as the long incubation periods in 
CJD and other prion-protein 
diseases indicates that it will be 
many years before a theoretical 
link between CJD and BSE can 
be excluded. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. G. Will 
James W. Ironside 
M. Zeipler 

National Creutzfeldt- Jakob 
Disease Surveillance Unit 
Western General Hospital 
Edinburgh 
15 November 


When costs increase Taiwan will say ta-ta 


From Mr Anthony SmaOhom 
Sin Your Business Comment 
“Britain the back door to 
Europe” (15 November) is 
absolutely correct [about the 
nature of the investment by 
Chungwha in making cathode 
ray tubes in Scotland], but your 
arguments and warnings must be 
taken farther. Thiwan and Korea 
were once cheap labour 
economies, which is why the 
Japanese, in particular, invested 
heavily in them. When labour 
rates, and manufacturing costs, 
for simple products such as tele- 
visions went too high the Japan- 
ese simply pulled out 
Four years ago, after manu- 
facturing in Pusan City on- the 
south coast of Korea lor more 
than 20 years, a Japanese com- 
pany dosed a factory manufac- 
turing exactly the same product 
as Chungwha will be making in 
Scotland Three thousand people 
lost their jobs, and the same 
company set up a production 


line in Thailand. Sooner or later, 
labour rates in Thailand will rise 
too far, and the company will 
move again, probably to an 
emerging African country. The 
warning for us is that it is even 
easier to move out of Britain as 
we have one of most free money 
markets in tbe world, and there 
is no skill in manufacturing this 
type of product. 

Some £80m and a few thou- 
sand jobs may generate a few 
votes for the Conservative Party, 
and will bring relief to an area 
where unemployment is well over 
2 per cent above the national 
average, bat let us be warned by 
what is happening all over Asia. 
When they are ready, the Thi- 


wanese'wxll simply pull out; of 
Britain. This will not build' an 


‘enterprise culture". 

Nobody in Westminster has 
any concept of “enterprise" 
beyond the ability to invest in 
businesses linked to privatised 
utilities, the NHS and local gov- 


ernment Its latest “enterprise 
wheeze is Business Link. Tb 
qualify, you have to employ 
more than six people, so a coun- 
try solicitor, who has never 

X rted a thing but has three 
es and more than six full- 
time employees, qualifies for a 
50 per cent grant to “teach him 
how to market”; while every- 
where small, genuinely enter- 
prising British manufacturers 
struggle to survive by exporting, 
using money borrowed at high 
interest rates from high street 
banks, and have little or no help 
from government. 

British manufacturing industry 
is still in decline. Unless this is 
halted, there is no hope of an 
“enterprise culture”, or a bright 
future, for this land. 

Yours faithfully, 

Anthony Smallhorn 
AS&A: Industrial and 
Engineering Designers 
Hi (chin, Hertfordshire 
15 November 


Ecstasy v Prozac 


From Dr Joanna Nakielny 
Sir In the article “Ecstasy and the 
agony” (Section Two, 15 Novem- 
ber^, Polly Toynbee asks what the 
difference is between a licensed 
medicine, such as Prozac, and a 
“street drug", such as Ecstasy. 
One very important difference is 
that licensed medicines have 
undergone extensive and rigorous 
testing in clinical trials. The 
results of these trials are then 
reviewed by regulalojy authori- 
ties, such as the Medicine Control 
Agency here in the UK, which 
must satisfy itself as to the safety, 
efficacy and quality of any pro- 
posed oew medicine before grant- 
ing it a licence. 

Ecstasy, by contrast, is an ille- 
gal drug that is not licensed for 
the treatment of any medical 
condition. 

Yours faithfully, 

Joanna Nakielny 
Associate Medical Director 
Lilly Industries 
Basingstoke, Hampshire 
15 November 


Round and round the round table 


From Sir Fred Catherwood 
Sin Without John Hume’s 
courage and persistence, there 
would have been no ceasefire in 
Northern Ireland, so we all owe 
him a great deal But he is wrong 
to insist on yet another round- 
table between the parties (“It’s 
good to talk, Mr Major”, 15 
November). 

Once he brought Sinn Fein 
into the process, he created con- 
ditions which made an Irish set- 
tlement only possible by bilateral 
negotiations between the two 
sovereign governments. 

It is not just that the Unionists 
will not sit down with - as they see 
it - a gun pointed at their heads, 
but that even if they accepted 
John Hume's arguments, they 
would have to make the settle- 
ment stick with all those Union- 
ists who aigued. when it came to 
a referendum, that a treaty 
agreed under threat of force was 
not binding. 

By agreeing that the next step 
is yet another round table, tbe 


British Government is now pre- 
dictably boxed in by the incom- 
patible preconditions laid down 
by Sinn Fein and the 
Unionists. 

And for what? The last round 
table was a disaster and there is 
no reason to suppose that a new 
one would be any better. 

The two governments have 
already achieved an agreed posi- 
tion. They each need to negoti- 
ate bilaterally with the parties 
who look to them and then with 
each other; and IRA arms and 
British troops can now be part of 
that negotiation. 

At some point they must per- 
suade the parties who look to 
them that they have got the best 
deal they can. 

Then, and only then, should 
ihey bring them round a table, 
pen in hand, to sign the 
settlement 
Yours faithfully, 

Fred Catherwood 
Cambridge 
15 November 


How the EU 
can get serious 


From Mr Robin Teverson 

Sin Your leader today “The£2bn 

S ion” (15 November) on 
and waste in the EU cor- 
rectly concludes “It is time the 
member states got serious about 
the problem”. But you are short 
on prescriptions for making theta 
do just that. The Court of Audi- 
tors, equally, makes no recom- 
mendations on what Europe can 
do to stir the member slates into 
action, but there is no shortage of 
suggestions from other sources. 

In the Liberal Democrat 
group, we have been pressing far 
a few simple changes that could 
quickly bring results. First, the 
European Commission needs a 
bigger stick to wave at the mem- 
ber states if it is to persuade them ■ 
to act In some areas it can with- 
hold funding if it thinks fraud is 


going unchecked. Extend that to 
all EU-funded schemes, and you 


would soon see action. 

Second, we need to make trans- 
parent a process that is all too 
opaque. Reports on fraud drawn 
up by the member states are pre- 
pared in secret, which leaves us all 
in the dark and suggests that they 
have something to hide. The 
reports must now be published. 

Third, the European Parlia- 


ment should be allowed to set up 
committees of inquiry. As a body 


independent of both the com- 
mission and the member states, it 


is well placed to arbitrate where 
culpability is in dispute. 


These ideas are not the whole 
answer, but they are part of it, and 
they have growing support. In an 
aside yesterday, one member of 
the court suggested that, were it 
able to make such recommenda- 
tions, similar ideas would be 
among them. For the sake of effi- 
ciency, accountability and, not 
least, lower taxes all round, it is, 
as you say, lime to get serious. 
Yours faithfully, 

Robin Teverson 

MEP for Cornwall and Plymouth 

West (Lib Dem) 

European Parliament 
Strasbourg 
15 November 


Lovely Rita, the prostitute who doesn’t offer sex 


A lthough I visit London at var- 
ious intervals, or, to put it 
another way, as liule as possible, I 
am still surprised by the amount of 
personal messages placed by peo- 
ple inside London phone boxes - 
announcements about a new Mex- 
ican girl in town, or busty Aus- 
tralian beauty, or Naughty Nina, 
and so on. 

People who have mobile phones 
won't know about all this - indeed, 
people may well buy mobile phones 
for the single puritanical purpose of 
getting away from the consLant 
array of prostitutes’ cards they are 
forced to look at in phone boxes - 
but I know all about this, because 


every lime I go innocently into a 
ldei ' 


London phone box I suddenly get 
culture shock all over again. 

But on my last visit to London I 
saw something quite different in a 
kiosk. I saw a prostitute’s card which 
read as follows. “Rita promises you 
NO Hanky Panky! Hands off Rita! 
Keep your distance with lovely Rilal 
Ask for nothing and you won’t be 
disappointed!” 

This sounded a bit out of the ordi- 
nary. A girl who look your money 
and' then didn't sell vou her body. 


Or was it code for something so 
recondite that I didn’t even know 
about it? 

I was intrigued. 

I was very intrigued. 

I was so intrigued that I made a 
note of the number. 

Let's be honest - 1 rang her there 
and then. 

"I am doing a survey of London 
phone box cards," I improvised 
hastily when Rita answered the 
phone. “I was just wondering what 
sort of customer you were catering 
for.” 

“Why don’t you come along and 
find out, sir?" she said, and gave me 
an address. “Bring a video if you 
like.” Then she rang off. 

I think if she had called me “dar- 
ling” or “love”. I wouldn’t have gone 
along to sec her. But being called 
“sir” reassured me. I felt safe. I went 
along to see her. 

“Did you bring a video?” she said. 
“No matter. There's plenty of other 
things to do.” 

“What kind of video did you 
expect me to bring?" I said ner- 
vously. “Sex. you mean?" 

“Don't be stupid,” she said. 
“Football videos are what punters 
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normally bring. Wildlife documen- 
taries are next popular. I draw the 
line at feature movies. They lake 
hours.” 


“You mean - people can only 
eir la' 


have sex while their favourite TV 
programme is on?” 

She stared at me. 

“Sex? What are you talking 
about? They come here to get away 
from It.” 

Gradually, as she talked, the truth 
came oul Most prostitutes catered 
for men who had liule or no sex life 
at home, but Rita catered for 
another minority — those who had 
too much, men who suffered from 
sexually demanding wives or who for 
some reason had gone off the whole 
thing. 

“You'd be surprised how many 


men are just settling down for a 
quiet evening with a book or the TV 
when they are dragged off (o bed by 
a concupiscent wife,” said Rita. “All 
they want to do is be left in peace 
and quiet. 

“That’s what I give them here. 
They bring round the programmes 
they've missed and watch them 
here, while I potter around doing 
the housework or sewing. There’s 
one bloke who always brings his 
ironing round and likes to watch me 
do that, while we chat. Of course. I 
have to charge him extra. 

“But football on video is the 
main choice of men. It's often on 
late at night, and they're dragged off 
to bed for sex by the wife at that 
time, so they tape it and bring it 
round here, ana watch it as they 
would have liked to watch it I've got 
several regulars who do thaL Some 
games I see four or five times over. 
And I must always remember never 
to reveal the result if I know it in 
advance.” 

Does she have to watch the pro- 
grammes as well? Is that part of the 
deal? 


gels a real kick out of explaining 
football to a woman in technical 
terms. So many women ohviousiy 
get turned off by sport that when 
tbe men say to me. ‘Did you see the 
way he drew his man and created 
space there?’ and I say, ‘Very nice 
running off the ball, too* - one of 
the phrases I’ve picked up, don't 
know what it means - they go red 
with pleasure. 

“But what they like best, if you 
can believe it. is for me to dress up 
in something very revealing or 
skimpy and come smooching past 
saying, ‘Are you coming to bed 
aow? 

Why do they like that? 

“Because it gives them a chance 
to shout at me, ‘Oh, go and take a 
jump in the lake.’ or, '1 wouldn’t go 
to bed with you if we were on a 
desert island 'together!* - all those 


things they've longed to say to their 
wives, but ha 


“No._not necessarily, although 
i who 


you do find the Occasional man < 


wives, but have never dared. At least 
they know that when they come to 
a prostitute like me, during the 
hour they spend here they are quite 
free from sex. 

"Funny old thing, human nature, 
isn’t it?" 

1 think she may be right. 


Le Shuttle U-turn 


From Mr Christopher Laming 

:1 has made aspec- 


Sin Eurotunnel u r __ 

tacular U-turn in its Le Shuttle 
marketing campaign, which now 
includes such familiar items as 
early-booking discounts, a third- 
off-duty-free promotion, cheap 
day-trips anti, above all, dis- 
counted ticket prices. 

Sir Alastair Morton, chairman 
of Eurotunnel, has continually 
criticised the ferry industry for 
“suicidal” price wars and other 
such competitive activity. Indeed, 
according to him, it is the actions 
of the ferry industry which have 
done so much to destroy the 
cross-Channel markeL But his 


criticism is nonsense, as any stu- 
dent of basic economics knows. 

Eurotunnel doubled capacity, 
and then moaned when competi- 
tor activity intensified. They tried 
premium-pricing their product, as 
they told their shareholders they 
would, but not enough customers 
wanted to buy. So now they have 
given that up and joined the eco- 
nomic world they helped create. 
I n do ing so Le Shuttle has 
become another ferry company. 
The difference is that it cost its 
owners £10bn to set op. 

Yours faithfully, 

Christopher Laming 
Head of Communications • 
Stena Line 
Ashford, Kent 


Tape that 


From Mr W. Stephen Gilbert 
Sir: Monique Roffey (“Clive 
laughed, and suddenly I was six- 
teen again”. 13 November) refers 
to "the live filming" of Clive 
Anderson Talks Back. Now what 
do you suppose live filming is? 

If the show goes oul live - in 
other words. In its full spontanc- 
ity - it is not going to be filmed. 


But it doesn't go out live; nor is 
it filmed: it is recorded on tape. 

Videotape is as important a 
medium as film. It’s a pity that 
commentators and even televi- 
sion practitioners have taken to 
describing all television . as 
“filmed" even when it is not. 
Yours faithfully, 

W. Stephen Gilbert 
London, N8 
16 November 
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Auntie in a flap over the F-word 

BBC guidelines are the closest we have to a new pregrerbook, but heaven help the taste committees 


The sins of 
admission 


BBC wto tools 

^ X after taste and decency projected 

f a silent graphic on to the screen He 

- , rap tough it fast, but I did catch the 

* top of .the. list of words with the dct- 

centage of the public who thought 

; them totally unbroadcastabie: 

"1 * 74 per cent 

- . : 70 per cent 

m*+***i****T . — 70 per cent 
f * M 55 per cent 

/ . : . - D * g *** 55 per cent 

f What the BBC proved at its seminar 

on taste and decency this week is that 
j examined too closely, too seriously 

7 the subject is easily reduced to farce 

r\ I The BBC invited its leading critics 
’ -to.detate with programme controllers 
_f and governors for a whole day of filth 

and violence. Clips from Ben Elton, 
Backup and Lady ChaUerlev inter- 
spersed the discussions. For the battle 
over broadcasting standards repre- 
sents the moral dilemmas argued over 
in every household, every newspaper, 
every pub. For lack of any other bind- 
ing institution - no widely attended 
church, or any other generally 
accepted moral standard-bearer - the 
poor old BBC must bear the brunt of 
representing to society what it thinks 
^ of itself, what it thinks its standards 
are. BBC guidelines are the closest we 
have to a new prayerbook, and as a 
result the best battleground for all our 
moral anguish. 

Having recently come from inside 
the walls of this sometimes mon- 
strous, yet magnificent citadel the 
internal discussions day after day were 
some of the most stimulating and 
. intellectually absorbing but also some- 

The tT limes the most mind-numbingly des- 
“ *■«. perate nonsense. The burden of 

ft frpt rr* responsibility of a compulsory licence 
® “ 1 1 fee weighs heavily on BBC executives: 

£&6J>0 a year is a harsh poll tax on 
• - • eveiy household. It puts some of the 


poorest into prison, for non-payment 
of fines - many of them people who 
barely watch the BBC and are posi- 
tively hostile. It makes everyone 
jumpy, an organisation of panicky 
paranoics who quiver when the most 
mindless leader writer or backbencher 
says boo. Accused by many, including 
manv at this week’s seminar, as cul- 
tural imperialists, ivory tower dicta- 
tors, arrogant and unaccountable, the 
truth inside is quite different. 

Of course, the corporation arrived 
at the seminar well-armed with audi- 
ence research showing how much 
more liberal attitudes towards sex on 
television have become in the past 10 
years. The most conservative groups 
had shifted greatly, with older women 
moving from 33 to 41 per cent toler- 
ation of sex and nudity. Changing alti- 
tudes towards homosexuality were 
most marked, with a 20 per cent drop 
in the numbers who find if offensive. 

However, the fact that the viewers’ 
values are on the slide was certainly not 
going to mollify the moralists. One of 
them put the dilemma succinctly: if the 
broadcasters keep pumping out sex, 
nudity and rude words, they themselves 
change public sensitivity. There is some- 
thing devious about debaring the cur- 
rency and justifying your behaviour by 
proving you are m tune with the people 
when you are a prime cause of the cul- 
tural shift you are measuring. IS more 
people find gays on television acceptable 
now than 10 years ago, that must be in 
large part because in the past 10 years 
it has featured in virtually every soap. 

What, someone asked, does the 
BBC think it is doing? Does it set 
moral standards and stick by them, 
does it follow whatever its polling says 
its viewers' standards are, or does it sec 
itself in the forefront of positively set- 
ting out to change (and by implication 
liberalise) public opinion? This is 
tricky territory, since a simple “yes" to 


The BBC is not 
a pulpit, nor 
is it a mere 
erowd-pleaser 

any of these is plainly both absurd and 
presumptuous. The BBC is not a pul- 
pit, but nor is it a mere crowd-pleaser. 
If ft is not a slave to opinion polls, but 
an innovator and a leader, then of 
course it does have standards of its 
own, but try defining them and the eels 
slip through the fingers. 

Fine words can cover a multitude of 
difficulties. From the director-general 
we had “eternal values, truth and 
quality, excellence of thought and 
execution." Eternal values? Good 
heavens, we have just had a presen- 
tation that shows there are none, with 
everything constantly on the move. 

Bor many, the argument descends 
here into unsatisfactory greyness and 
murk. But the truth of the matter is 
murky. Bernard Manning, Jim David- 
son or Ben Ellon - who makes you 
laugh, and who offends you most? Taste 
is so impossibly personal that only the 
grossest trespassing on new territory 
draws a dear consensus. (There is fair 
more agreement on violence.) 

The moralists want everything clear- 
cut News and Current Affaire, with 
their strict guidelines, scored well. How 


much easier to make rules on how much 

blood, how many bodies, how much 
detail in the Rusemary West case. 
Though Martin Bell has been saying 

that he thinks television over -sanitises 
the horror of war, with all that bang- 
bang of the guns and, unrealistically no 
one apparently blown to bits as a result. 
So even here there is some doubt 

But when it comes to drama and 
humour, the sands shift so fast beneath 
the feel. With heavy heart I heard one 
governor announce that the seminar 
showed the dear need for more guide- 
lines to cover these grey areas. Heaven 
help the luckless teams of taste-formers 
who will sit on those committees. 
Canute-like, the BBC can try to defy the 
cultural waves of Tarantino or Stone, the 
Playboy channel and worse that flow in 
from elsewhere with every tide. It can 
trim the worst blood and sex off Hol- 
lywood movies, hut it cannot com- 
mand the global culture of tbe ether. 

The moralists will shake their heads 
and say, there you go again - this 
moral relativism lakes us down the 
path to perdition. They sec a steady 
decline in standards that can only lead 
to the sewer, though they never say 
where they would have stopped the 
dock. If they mean the golden year of 
1 952. year of coronation and conquest 
of Everest, perhaps we should show a 
night of programmes from that cul- 
tural desert of an era. 

Tbe moral panic model of society is 
a slippery slope to the cesspit. But 
another model is a continuous line of 
change with some higher standards 
and some grosser vulgarisations. To be 
sure. Blind Date has become porno- 
graphic, Don 7 Give Up the Day Job is 
a humiliation too far, and Lady Chal- 
terley was plain bad. But there is now 
little of the casually sexist, racist, 
homophobic beastliness of yesteryear, 
and the drama is unrecognisably more 
subtle and sophisticated 


Of course, the BBC tries to wriggle 
out of its unwelcome role as the 
nation's moral guardian and weather- 
vane. Sidestepping the trap of whether 
it is an opinion-former or opinion- 
follower, instead they talk of the frag- 
menting audience and the duty to give 
every licence-payer something indis- 
pensible. Gone are the days when a 
nation sat down together to watch the 
same things at the same time. In 
other words, if you don't like the rude 
bits, make a cup of tea and watch the 
other side until the wildlife comes on. 

However, forced to play the moral 
arbiter of our times, the BBC is 
doomed forever to abuse from every 
side, damned sometimes for cultural 
or political cowardice and damned 
sometimes when it is brave. Lome and 
tame, some say, while the Telegraph 
lams into its dashing scoop of the year 
- the Diana interview on Monday’s 
Panorama. The nation's Auntie is also 
the nation's Aunt Sally, since pleasing 
all the punters all the rime is quite 
simply impossible. 

Although losing some cultural 
power as channels proliferate, the 
BBC will always have schizophrenic 
obligations. Bring in the crowds, bring 
on the excellence, do those pro- 
grammes that no one else will do and 
yet be popular. Please the uneducated 
who pay the same as the erudite, but 
please don't be vulgar or low. 

So it is hardly surprising that when- 
ever the BBC presents its face in pub- 
lic, it covere its confusion in enough 
high-flown nonsense to make a politi- 
cian bluslL Sanctimonious language 
will always be a BBC imperative: 
“Our responsibility is to ensure that all 
that we do is driven by a moral pur- 
pose which rests on the basic pillars of 
decency, rather than the shift mg sands 
of taste." Well, humbug. The BBC sits 
on the same sandbank of time as the 
rest of us. 


Paul Gregg and Jonathan Wadsworth advise Kenneth Clarke to take a penny or two off the lowest rate 

The kindest cut for everyone 


T o murder an old adage, two things 
are certain in life: death and that 
Kenneth Clarke is going to cut taxes, 
in the upcoming Budget What we 
don't know is whir.wiirbenefitfroin 
the tax cuts and by how much. They 
could be Staged over several years. 
They coiild- involve a penny or two off 
the basic rate of 25p. or even the abo- 
lition of inheritance tax. In such a 
highly charged political climate it is 
probably naive to hope that the nature 
of the tax cuts should fulfil any func- 
tion other than picking up votes. But 
some kinds of tax cuts are a lot more 
desirable than others. And with pos- 
sibly billions and billions of pounds at 
stake, it is worth engaging in the 
debate. 


Increasingly people 
without work live in a 
home where no one 
else has a job 


Hie real question is not tax cuts for 
the rich versus tax cuts for (he poor; 
it is how you use tax cuts as a way of 
getting people back to work. For the 
growing numbers of working-age 
Britons who are dependent on ben- 
efits form a serious constraint on any 
government achieving its economic, 
social and lax objectives. Benefit 
expenditure on working-age claim- 
ants and their dependants rose from 
£19bn in 1978/9 to £45bn in 1994/5 — 
and spending has grown despite fre- 
quent attempts to scale back eligi- 
bility and reduce the real value of 
benefits. . 

So why has spending on benefits . 
grown so fast? Part of the problem is 
the number of people who are put of 
work. But this isn't the whole story. 

Non-employment follows a familiar 

pattern, rising m recessions and falling 

in recoveries. - . _ . 

.But the distribution of work has also 
changed. Increasingly people without 
work five in households where no one 
else has a job either - so there is no 
one with a wage to support the ram- 
flv, and everyone has to depend on. 
benefits. The number of households 
with no earned income grew from & 
per cent in 1979 to 20 per cent m 1994. 
Even during economic recovery, the 
proportion of workless households 



Ken Clarke: will he do the right thing? 


has scarcely fallen. What this means 
is that most of the new jobs created 
have gone to individuals living in 
households where another adult is 
already in work. 

Once families end up on benefits, 
they have a harder ana harder time 
getting off again. In the past, if your 
whole family was out of work, you 
would be quicker finding a new job 
than someone else who had other fam- 
ily to depend on. Now those in work- 
less households take twice as long to 
find new work as those whose partners ■ 
are in work. Benefit dependence has 
grown not because new families are 
having to claim benefits, but because 
those on benefits already are taking 
much longer to get off. In 1979 the typ- 
ical workless family spent 18 months 
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on benefit before anyone in the fam- 
ily found a job. By 1994, this had risen 
to four-and-a-half years. 

The core of the problem - accord- 
ing to a growing body of evidence from 
left and right - is that work increas- 
ingly does not pay. For the family out 
of work for several years is hardly bet- 
ter off when one of their members 
finds a job- largely because the wages 
available in the kinds of jobs they are 
usually able to get are so veiy low. For 
these u entiy jobs" are incredibly badly 
paid and are worth in real terms no 
more than they were in 1979. A third 
of entry jobs pay less than £4,000 a 
year and two-thirds less than £7,000. 
Virtually none of the jobs that the 
unemployed are able to get pay wages 
that the average British worker would 




Photograph: Reuters 

recognise. Combine this with a bene- 
fit system designed for a different era, 
and tbe incentives to rake these jobs 
are minimal. 

Thxes make matters worse. Astound- 
ingly these entry jobs are still taxed, 
often at the introductory rate of 20p. 
And government polities since 1992 
have not only been regressive, they 
have added to the problem of lousy 
incentives to find work. Increasing 
council rents, the council rax, fuel tax. 
increases in N3 contributions and fail- 
ures fully to uprate tax allowances have 
all reduced the gap between benefit 
incomes and low-paid work. 

The question for Kenneth Clarke 
at tbe end of this month is whether 
he can use his tax cuts where he 
failed with his tax increases, to help 


people off benefits and into work. 
And cutting tbe basic rate of 25p is 
not tbe answer. For most lowest-paid 
workers only pay tax at 20p; they 
never make it into the basic rate 
band. If he wants a tax cut to make 
-a difference to his benefit figures he 
should look at cutting the 20p intro- 
ductory rate. Not only would it reach 
more of the low-paid, it is also far 
more cost-effective than cutting the 
basic rate. Because the introductory 
band is narrow (£3,200) relative to 
the basic rate, you could use the same 
amount of money to generate a 
much bigger rate cut. 

For the same price as Ip off the 
basic rate (£3bn), you could cut 5p 
off the introductory rate and bring it 


Government policies 
since 1992 have added 
to lousy incentives to 
find work 


down to 15p. We have a realistic pos- 
sibility of achieving a I Op introduc- 
tory rate after the next two Budgets. 

Of course tax cuts alone aren’t 
enough. Fbr those on means-tested 
benefits such as Family Credit or 
Housing Benefit would lose most of 
this tax give-away in withdrawn ben- 
efits - unless withdrawal rates are low- 
ered in line with the tax cuts over the 
£3,200 band range. Thus the marginal 
tax rates and the marginal benefit 
withdrawal rate can be cut, while 
take-home pay rises. This could cre- 
ate substantial improvements in work 
incentives without dragging more peo- 
ple into Family Credit 

Tax cuts are no panacea to end the 
growth of benefit dependence. How- 
ever, combined with other initiatives 
currently being tried out by Peter Iil- 
ley at the DSS maybe, just maybe, 
Britain can get more for its tax cuts 
than a feel-good factor in the opinion 
polls. So, Ken, if you are going to cut 
taxes, do the right thing - cut the 20p 
rate, give tax cuts to everyone and 
help prise open the unemployment 
trap. 

Paul Gregg and Jonathan Wadsworth 
are researchers at the Centre of Eco- 
nomic Performance at the London 
School of Economics. 
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by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 




O ne of the great outlets for 
creative writing is about to 
be denied to the nation's 17- 
year-olds and their parents. 

University vice-chancellors 
are planning to allow sixth for- 
mers to fill out their Ucas forms 
after A-levels, rather than 
months before. In a hyperactive 
fortnight between August and 
September they will oner places 
based on their real, rather than 
predicted, A-level grades. 

But since when was dealing 
in realities part of filling out a 
university application form? A 
Ucas form should be a heady 
mixture of predicted grades 
and imagined lives. 

Children who believed they 
had no flair for creative writing 
discover untapped sources of 
fictional inspiration. Parents 
who had brought up their off- 
spring to have regard for verac- 
ity and lair play reconciled 
themselves to being economical 
with the truth or having to 
keep an underwolf for the next 
three years. 

I long for a national study by 
the British Psychological Soci- 
ety of one year's Ucas forms as 
it could tell us so much about 
17-year-olds in Britain; little 
about their lives, but tons about 
their creative abilities. Rarely 
can so many people have spent 
so much time and effort writing 
about non-existent achieve- 
ments. interests and nobility of 
character for the annual autum- 
nal sport of pulling the wool 
over the eyes of what is endur- 
ingly the last bastion of inno- 
cence. naivity and gullibility 
remaining in Britain - univer- 
sity admissions offices. 

May I help admissions tutors, 
those guileless men and women, 
by offering my sendees as trans- 
lator for those enigmatic, extra 
curricular phrases on the forms 
now pouring into their offices? 

1 am gregarious = I have sex 
quite often. 

I am an avid reader = I don't 
read. 

I play the violin = my mum 
made me have lessons when I 
was 11. 

I play football = ditto ray 
dad. 

The whole thing is a charade, 
because 17-year-olds simply 
don’t have the breadth of inter- 
est that universities so confi- 
dently expect; They are too 
busy taking exams, and too busy 
being 17. That means listening 
to records, going to parties, the 
pub, the cinema ana the shops 
- passive, trivial and unpolitical 
activities that would turn an 
admission officers’ stomach. 

Seventeen-year-olds do not 
join amateur dramatic societies, 
wo± in hospitals in the evenings 
or take the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award on a rainy Saturday 
morning. They prefer to slay in 
bed or have fun. and if they’re 
are not going to have fun when 
they're 17, then when will they? 

As it happens, the only 
achievements that admissions 


officers should take any note of 
are the ones they universally 
scorn: extra curricular achieve- 
ments in school. To gain high 
office there and suffer the scorn 
of one’s peers by working, or 
ingratiating yourself for it, takes 
real character. 

In that regard, 1 was particu- 
larly shocked to read in the 
Independent/Ucas guide for 
university applicants some 
advice from an admissions tutor 
at my alma mater, the Univer- 
sity of Kent Urging applicants 
to list out-of-school activities, he 
said witheringjy: “We don’t care 
if you've been a milk monitor." 

Why should such world- 
weary cynicism horrify me? 
Dear reader, I was a milk mon- 
itor. 

We are dying breed, those of 
who can dimly remember 
spilling that daily third of a 
point over which ever pair of 
short trousers had annoyed us 
that morning. We few, we 
happy few, we banned of milk 
monitors. Could there have 



been a better preparation of 
university, nay for life? 

There was early training in 
life skills as I used every ounce 
(let us stick with imperial mea- 
sures in matters of the third of 
a pint) of my eight-year-old 
charm on the school secretary 
to get the job. The lining up of 
milk and distribution to an 
entire year group also 
demanded precocious leader- 
ship skills. And, what is more, 
the experience politicised me. 

As a student a decade later. 
I marched on a demo from that 
same university which now har- 
bours the anti-milk monitor 
reactionaries, to protest against 
the ending of school milk all 
together by the then education 
secretaiy one Margaret That- 
cher. “No milk from an old 
cow" was one of the more inge- 
nious banners I recall from 
that day. 

So ray advice to students as 
you fill out those forms is to be 
not so much economical as 
ludicrously extravagant with 
the truth. 

And my advice to admissions 
tutors is ignore the lot. everything 
that is except the real genuine 
and hand-won achievements, the 
sweat, toil and grovelling that 
result in the magic words “pre- 
fect” or “year head" or “house 
vice-captain.” Those denote the 
future high-flyer. 

Scratch any Cabinet minister 
and you will find a former milk 
monitor. 


PLEASE HELP A LITTLE 
DONKEY IN DISTRESS 
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This is Barney, looking happy now after being rescued! Her 
feet had grown so long she was unwilling to walk and found 
it painful even to stand - her owner was convicted of failing 
to look after her properly. 

Although we have rescued over 6.700 donkeys, there are still 
many donkeys in trouble who need our help. Please tty to 
spare a little this Christmas to help us in our immense task of 
giving all our residents the food, love, care and attention they 
need. 

Be Father Christinas to a donkey this year and helpa donkey 
in distress! 

Our administration costs amount to just under 6p in the £1, so 
any help you can give will provide direct help to the donkeys. 


PI.EASE III I P I S TO HELP THEM 


Please send donations to: 

The Donkey Sanctuary, (Dept HTJ i. 

I Sldmouth, Devon, EX 10 QNU 

I Tel: (01395) 578222 
I Enquiries toDrE. D. Svendsen. M.B.E. 

* I enclose Cbeque/Posial Order for £ 

* Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss 

1 Address 
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BCCI creditors in line for $1.8bn payout 


Over 250,000 creditors of the collapsed Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce Internationa] (BCCI) are set to share $l.Sbn of com- 
pensation if a Luxembourg court ruling on the payout plan 
yesterday is confirmed in December. Four former employees 
of BCCI withdrew their appeal against the proposed settlement 
for creditors yesterday and agreed to pay costs. 

Further slide in Euro Disney shares 

Euro Disney shares plunged a further 25p to 169p yesterday in 
the wake of the previous day’s announcement of d^appointing 
annual results. They were trading at 215p prior to the results, 
and have slumped by almost 70 per cent in the last two years. 
Some analysts believe that the snare price could fall consider- 
ably further. 

PowerGen signs £450m leasing deal 

PowerGen has signed a £4S0m deal for the Long term lease of 
two large power stations to Eastern Electricity, now owned by 
Hanson. The sale - under pressure from the regulator, Offer - 
will reduce PowcrGen's earnings per share by up to 3 per cent 
per year. The agreement comes as PowerGen awaits the Gov- 1 
eminent’s decision on whether to refer its £1.95bn bid for Mid- 
lands Electricity to the Monopolies and Mergers Commission. 

Investment column, page 24 I 

Northwest Airlines fears hostile KLM bid , 

Northwest Airlines last night moved to protect itself fr om a hos- 
tile takeover by minority shareholder KLM Royal Dutch Air- 
lines. As tensions between the two airlines grows, the Northwest 
board adopted a plan to stop any “coercive or unfair’* takeover 
tactics. KLM, whose three beard members voted against the plan, 
would now be forced to negotiate with Northwest’s 11 other di- 
rectors about a takeover. The US airline became suspicious when 
KLM assembled a war chest of more than $3bn. 

Persil chief named Unilever chairman 

Niail FitzGerald is expected to earn in excess of £800,000 a year 
when he takes over as chairman of Unilever, the foods and de- 
tergents group, next year. Mr FitzGerald, 50, will succeed Sir 
Michael Perry who is retiring next August after 39 years with 
the group. Sir Michael was paid £819,000 last year, including a 
£132,000 performance related bonus. Mr FitzGerald is currently 
the head of Unilever’s detergents division which was respon- 
sible for the Persil Power debacle. Unilever was forced to with- 
draw the detergent after tests proved it damaged clothes. 

Welsh Water in electricity merger talks 

South 'Wales Electricity is braced today for a meeting with Welsh 
Water, almost 10 days after the water company said it might bid 
for Swalec. The electricity firm said yesterday that it estimates 
the annual savings from a merger to be little more than £llm 
and that they would cost £11.6m to achieve. Swalec said it is will- 
ing to liken, but added:**We do not see how this could enhance 
shareholder value,” 

KKR to buy Reed Elsevier titles 

K-in Communications Corporation, a subsidiary of Kohlberg 
Kravis and Roberts, said it reached a definitive agreement to 
buy 20 magazines published by Reed Elsevier. Terms of the trans- 
action were not disclosed. 


RAUL WALLACE 
and DIANE COYLE 

Hopes for an early cut in in- 
terest rates to accompany a 
tax-cutting Budget intenafied - 
after headline inflation plum- 
meted and the Government's 
borrowing position improved 
for the first time this financial 
year. 

“The chances of a cut in De- 
cember in the wakr of die Bud- 
get are rising sharply,” Roger 
Bootle, chief economist at 
HSBC Markets, said. 

This was a riew shared in the 
markets, where the short ster- 
ling future contract used to 


speculate on interest rate 
changes ended the day imply- 
ing a cut in rams from their cur- 
rent level of 6.75 to 6255 per 
cent Gilts rallied sharply, too, 
with the December contract 
rising by almost a point. 

But sterling barely came off 
the all-time low of 82.6 it 
reached on Wednesday against 


a basket of currencies, closing 
at 82.7 on the trade-weighted 
exchange rate. 

BiD Martin, chief economist 
at UBS, warned that “the gam 
in inflation could be offset by 
the weakness in the 
rale, winch must be causing con- 
cern in official codes, if not in 
the Chancellor’s mind”. He 
akn warned that inflation. COuld 
rebound in the months ahead . 

Headline Inflation dropped 
from 3.9 to 322 per cent in Oc- 
tober, its lowest for almost a 
year. The underlying rate of in- 
flation targeted by the Gov- 
ernment - which excludes 
mortgage interest payments - 
also fellunexpectedfy. from 3.1 
to 23 per cent. Describing the 
figures as very encouraging, 
the Treasury said they showed 
that domestic inflationary pres- 
sures remained subdued. 

The dramatic fall in foe head- 
line rate, the biggest since Jan- 
uary 1993, was the result of the 
sharpest monthly foil in retail 
prices for any October for 50 
years. A reduction in inflation 
had been widely expected as the 
effects of the building soci- 
eties’ recent cut in mortgage 
rates fed through to the index 
and the impact of last year's rise 


m interest rates dropped ouL 
However, the size of the foil, 
came as a shock to the City. 

So, too, did tfaededine in the 
underlying rate, which the mar- 
kets had been expecting to rise 
to 33 per cent. 

Altogether, the net effect of 
the changes in mortgage rates 
this year and last contributed 
two-thiids to the decline in the 
animat rate of headline infla- 
tion. Keen competition in the 
insurance market — buildings, 
contents and motor - con- 
tributed about a fifth to the £aH 
Seasonal food prides, which 
fell sharply in October, were the 
other main factor driving the an- 
nual rate down. 

There was dear evidence 
that retailers, who poshed 
through margin increases in 
August and September, had 
been forced by consumer re- 
sistance to cut prices again. 

Clothing and footwear, which 
had risen 3.9 per cent in Sep- 
tember, dropped back by 02 per - 
cent Household goods, upl per 
cent last month, also dropped 



PSBR. 


ill 


Toe immediate outlook for 
headline inflation remains af- 
fectedly that ultimate seasonal 
factor, the Budget Last year's 
had the effect of increasing 
prices by almost 1 per cent . 

Ahead of the Budget, the 
Chancellor received a welcome 
fillip when it emereed that the 
Government repajd£13bn of its 
debt last month, a surprise af- 
ter months of higher-than-ex-. 
pected borrowing. • 

A surge m corporation tax re- 
ceipts (hie to higher company 
profits explained the unex- 
pected improvement in the 
public finances. 

David Miles, UK economist 
at Merrill Lynch, said: “It is a 
good time of year to come op 
with impressive figures like 
this.” Qty analysts said the 
favourable news on the public 
finances would make tax cuts ex- 
pected in the Budget more ac- 
ceptable to the markets. 

However, most still expect 
this year's PSBR to exceed the 
£23.6bn forecast fcy the Heasmy 
in the summer by- £3-£5bn. 
Sean Shepley, ah economist at 
CS Vast Btistonf Said: “The . 



Budget fillip: Kenneth Clarke holds all the cards for tax cuts that won’t scare markets 


Chancellor will still need to per- 
suade people that tax cuts will 
be sustainable, and he can bal- 
ance the budget over a reason- 
able length of time.” 

The repayment took the pub- 
lic sector borrowing require- 
ment so for this financial year 
to £18.8bn, compared with 
£19.6bn during the same peri- 
od last year. • 

Excluding privatisation pro- 


ceeds, which have been negli- 
gible this year, the underlying 
borrowing requirement has im- 
proved by £4.5bn to £18.9bn. 

Corporation tax revenues, 
which vary widely from month - 
to month, reached a record 
£73bn last month. So for this fi- 
nancial year they have been 25 
per cent higher than lastyear- 
less than the 35 per cent im- 
provement pencilled in by the 


Treasury. Other tax receipts 
are also foiling short of the 
Chancellor's targets, mainly be- 
cause inflation has been lower 
than expected. 

Spending has been success- 
fully contained, on the other 
hand. Departmental spending 
has risen 3 per cent this year, in 
line with plans. There have 
been steeper rises in debt in- 
terest payments. 
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Shares in UK and US bound to record highs 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Hopes of further interest rate 
cuts spurred shares to record 
highs on both sides of the At- 
lantic yesterday. News of a foil 
in UK inflation in October com- 
bined with renewed signs of 
weakness in the US economy to 
send stock markets soaring. 
The FT-SE 100 in London 
dosed 39.4 points higher at 
3,610.8, while the Dow Jones in- 


dex was 33.6 points ahead at 
4.95635 by mid-morning in New 
York, putting it on target. to 
break through the pyschologi- 
cahy important 5,000 barrier. . 

The previous all-time high in 
London was set on 18 October, 
when the Footsie hit 3,598 at 
one stage and dosed at a record 
3393. Commenting on the lat- 
est surge, one senior trader 
said: ‘‘interest rale hopes are 
keeping people investing and 


pushing the market.” CSFB 
analyst Philip Tyson forecast 
that the latest inflation data 
shifted the probability in favour 
of “a 50-basis point cut before 
or around the end of the year.” 
Gilts received an additional 
boost from news that the Gov- 
ernment’s finances are at last 
starting to improve after several 
disappointing months of public 
sector borrowing 
On Wall Street, the Dow, 


which started the year at 
3,833.48, has been setting new 
highs for most of November. 
The catalyst for yesterday's 
jump in shares was weaker- 
than -expected figures from the 
Philadelphia Federal Reserve 
Bank. The Philadelphia Fed, 
one of the regional offshoots of 
the US central bank, said its 
business outlook diffusion index 
fell sharply to 7.9 in November 
from 25.5 in October, while its 


S es paid index dropped to 
from 303. 

Fallowing on from Wednes- 
day’s announcement of a foil in 
US output, the report fuelled re- 
newed speculation that the Fed 
o% cut interest rates again be- 
fore the end of the year if the 
budget dispute in Washington 
is resolved. The hopes pushed 
long bonds up over l-Vs to yield 
632 per cent, with shares fol- 
lowing in their wake. 


“It's awesome,” said Ralph 
Acampora, director of techni- 
cal research at Prudential Se- 
curities! . _ " 

“The rally is broad based 
and includes most of the Dow 
stocks, regardless of industry 
and it’s dragging the other in- 
dices up. 

“This is quality .blue-chip 
leadership and you can't beat 
that.” The Dow could hit 5,000 
“maybe tomorrow”, he added. - 


L&G pays out £160m bonus 


Niccfctim 

Legal & General, one of the 
UK’s top life insurers, yesterday 
. announced it is to pay a £160m 
special bonus to its 1.4 million 
with-profits policyholders. 

The one-off payment, worth 
about 30 per cent of the annu- 
al bonus normally paid to pol- 
icyholders, follows a study of 
L&G’s long-term fund which 
had with-profits assets of 
£L3.2bn at the aid of 1994. Even 
after paying the special bonus 
and meeting all guaranteed 
benefits and expected future 
bonuses there was an excess of 
up to £l-5bn in the fund. 


L&G plans to continue to use 
most of this money as working 
capital for with-profits busi- 
ness. It also aims to change the 
rules to prevent future cross- 
funding for the with-profits 
part of the fund from other ar- 
eas, including unit-linked poli- 
cies, term assurance and 
annuities. 

The pay-out to policyholders 
will add about £900 to a 25-year 
policy maturing in December, 
where a£30-a-month premium 
would already have led to a pay- 
out worth about £61,400. 

Shareholders wifi gain by an 
underpi nning of the amount 
payable to them. They are ex- 


pected to receive an addition- 
al £l8m this year as their share 
of the bonus pay-out, with their 
interest in the fund growing by 
about £150m overall 

The company added that the 
change in rules, together with 

teresl, meant that it would be 
able to maintain a market-beat- 
ing dividend policy. 

The pay-out follows similar 
distributions from other insur- 
ers’ “orphan hinds” where both 
policyholders and shareholders 
have received pay-outs after the 
exact ownership of funds held 
by each company had been 
broken down. 


The status of these funds 
followed the initial injection of 
capital into with-profits opera- 
tions by shareholders, allowing 
bonuses to be paid out even in 
early years of those funds. 

But David Prosser, group 
chief executive at L&G, said the 
bonus was not an orphan fond, 
and its pay-out simply followed 
a re-calculation of its value. 
Ownership of the surplus had 
always been known. He also de- 
nied the pay-out was part of 
L&G's defence against ru- 
moured takeover plans. 

Shares in the company rose 
22p to 667p on the announce- 
ment. 


Lloyd’s changeover: New chief executive sets out to quell fears in the market 

Middleton’s pay ‘may hit £10m’ 


JOHN BSENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Peter Middleton, who resigned 
abruptly from Lloyd’s of Lon- 
don on Wednesday, could re- 
ceive a pay package of up to 
£ 10 m for the first three years as 
chief executive for UK and Eu- 
rope with Salomon Brothers, 
the US investment bank. 

In hfc first year he will be paid 

£L8m, andfbtt is sore to rise 
over the legnth of bis contract. 
Banking sources say he wffl 
earn a minimum of £5m, wtuen 
could rise with bonuses to 
£10m. 

His first year’s package will 
be more thm five times what he 
earned as chief executive at 
LKtydV Salomon refused to 
comment. 

Ron Sandler moved smartly 

into the <±ief executive position 

at Lloyd’s yesterday, chairing an 
ft iftnn meeting with the lead- 
ing representatives of names’ ac- 
tion groups. “There was a slight 



A team affair? Ron Sandler, 
Lloyd’s new chief executive 

air of shock around, but U was 
business as usual, just another 
man in the top chair,” said 
Alan Porter, an action group 
leader. “We didn't even discuss 
the succession. It was not on the 
agenda." 

As the market digested Mr 
Middleton’s sudden departure 
at a critical stage in Lloyd's ef- 


forts to negotiate a settlement 
to its massive problems, Mr San- 
dler, a 43-year old South 
African, sought to quell fears of 
delays and setbacks. “Unques- 
tionably, in losing Peter Mid- 
dleton, we are losing a lot of 
expertise in dealing with names. 
Having said that, the whole re- 
construction and renewal pro- 
gramme at Lloyd's has been a 
team affair, in which Peter and 
I were at the centre, in each oth- 
er’s pockets. There is no need 
for a pause.” 

But Mr Sandler said a top pri- 
ority was to establish a closer re- 
lationship with names’ leaders, 
who saw Mr Middleton as their 
most sympathetic ally in Lloyd's 
management in the complex set- 
tlement negotiations. “I recog- 
nise the importance of moving 
in Peter’s footsteps and build- 
ing those relationships. But the 
gap is not as big as some make 
out,” he said. 

Mr Sandler’s appointment 
met a broadly positive reception 


yesterday among leading names 
representatives, and a realistic 
appreciation of why Mr Mid- 
dleton, whose relations with 
the Lloyd's establishment have 
been far from easy, had chosen 
to leave. “Middleton was a very 
good hired gun, and he got hired 
elsewhere at a higher pnee,’ said 
Damon dc Laszio, a names 
leader. “But Ron Sandler is an 
excellent replacement, one of 
the architects of the recon- 
struction plan.” 

Michael Deeny, another 
names action group leader, said 
the changeover at the top of 
Lloyd's might protract the ne- 
gotiations. “But ultimately Ibis 
is not about personalities. Wc 
have lost billions of pounds. If 
Lloyd's gives us enough money, 
wc shall settle. Who writes the 
cheques is less important.” 
One of the most urgent tasks 
of the moment, Mr Sandler said, 
was trying to raise more mon- 
ey for the overall settlement 
with names. 


OLD NAVrUMER 

NwmMWiON Couese. awd ohTq«_ With hn» a crucial aspect of sir travel, 
pilots oral luvipitors have long viewed their watch as ihdr bass: personal 
instrument Even with today's fiopMsticaiediuvigatkai satellites andtatfio 
beacons, "night computers” like the NwiratWs sre still used for routine 
calculations. 

A alMe rule of thb kind to built into Nawtoo* mechanical diMoOgrapta. 
The pilot's sole personal instrument, -today’s NAVimon am hosed on 
a design voted otfldal watch of the Aircraft Owners 6 Riots AswdtfkM 
m M52. RdentlcMly improved since then. NAVmMEm am totally cflUot 
and tochudng to operate while their good looks remain as unmistakable 
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Still the same questions to be answered at C&W 


BSEEHjj 


‘it is easy to see why 
BT might be 
interested in Cable & 
Wireless ... but there 
are enormous 
.obstacles to 
overcome if such a 
marriage is to be 
consummated’ 


T y° Un S ° r Graffham has been so 
****** with Cable & Wireless's 
3d . dre “ lhc ksue ^ its slock mar- 
Kci undervaluation that his retirement has 
een seen as a panacea. Plainly it is not. how- 
r. for even though there is now a set date 
tor his departure, ihc viabiliiv of the elohal 
reiccoms federation is as unclear as ever. 

. . hor 3 ‘company that remains wedded to the 
JSJJJ" a Slot'll network of companies, 
ur s c ®fiemess to spell oul ihe economic 
beneQls of the federaUon yesterday smacked 
oi defensiveness; it would not have looked 
out o. pJace in a takeover bid defence doc- 
ument. The figures do. however, put ihe 
debate on to a more scientific footing, even 
u Outsiders can only lake the company's word 
for the claimed £90m a year boost id annual 
profits from better buying terms and shared 
product and service development. 

If t he figures can be believed, t hey are not 
inconsequential in the context of a company 
expected to make profits this year of about 
£1.3hn. Bat they hardly represent a stum- 
bling block to a takeover of the company by 
a global telecoms player such as BY or 
AT&T wiLh even greater access to the 
claimed economies of scale. 

It is easy to see why BT might be inter- 
ested in C& W - it is keen to establish a pres- 
ence in the Far East for its ‘■concert” busi- 
ness telephony operation. Hongkong 
Telecom, mainly owned by C'&W. would be 
an excellent launching pad. But there are 
enormous obstacles to overcome if such a 


marriage is to be consummated, with regu- 
lators at home and the Chinese government 
to be satisfied along the way. Furthermore, 
a change of ownership would certainly be 
used by ihe Hong Kong authorities as a way 
of screwing down on the relatively generous 
regulatory regime the company presently 
operates under. 

Even so. there is a treasure trove of hid- 
den value in C&W still wailing to be 
unlocked, and a sum-of- parts valuation can 
quite conservatively put a price of 600p a 
share on the company compared with the 
current 425p. Furthermore, the strategy 
conundrum remains as problematic us ever, 
with the company pulling in two different 
directions - the monopoly supplier in Hong 
Kong and other far-flung temlorilies. and the 
upstart attacking the monopoly in Britain. 
Lord Young or no Lord Young, investors will 
ask the same question. When will all that 
value be reflected in the share price? 

A watershed for 
national papers 

R upert Murdoch has a simple view of the 
future as far as British national news- 
papers are concerned. He believes that one 
day there will be only five daily titles left. It 
scarcely needs saying that Ihc Murdoch crys- 
tal ball foresees that at least two of the sur- 
vive rs will be his. Last night he went some 
way to making the prophecy come true by 


announcing the closure of one of News In- 
ternationa F's five titles. Today. 

It seems unlikely this will prove the fuse 
that ignites the wholesale rationalisation of 
British newspapers Mr Murdoch foresees 
(the easing of competitive pressures implied 
by a rise in the cover price of the Times 
would indicate the contrary), but there is no 

doubt that (his is a watershed of sons. Add 
to the closure the present fevered level of 
speculation over the Express titles, 
rumoured meetings between Mr Murdoch 

and Lord Rothermerc of Associated, and 
there Ls quite enough to dunk that something 
siesmic is in the offing. 

Closing Today could hardly have been a 
difficult commercial decision to make. 
Harder to explain is why News bought the 
title from its then owner. Tiny Rowland, in 
the first place, or why it was prepared to tol- 
erate accumulated losses of an astonishing 
£J40m for as Jong as it did. The clear bet is 
that at least some of Today 's 5U0.000 read- 
ers will move to other News International 
titles, particularly the Times. That view 
reflects Mr Murdoch's belief that newspa- 
pers are like any other commodity - price- 
sensitive and driven by the usual market 
forces of under- and over-capacity. 

The circulation gains made by the Tunes 
since the price war began lend some support 
to that view. Far from proving the point that 
there is too much capacity In the market, 
however, the only effect so far of the cover 
price war has been to plunge large parts of j 


the industry, including the Times, into losses 
which, in the long term, look as unsustain- 
able as those of Today . 

No need to panic 

about Ford’s offer 

H as Ford set a new pay benchmark with 
its inflation-beating offer to UK em- 
ployees? Ford regards its job as to set pay 
levels appropriate to its own operations and 
local conditions; it doesn’t care a fig for what 
ministers think. There have been tremendous 
strides in productivity at Ford's UK plants, 
which are not far behind those in Germany. 
The pay offer is not a charitable reward for 
effort hut a self-interested move to forestall 
unrest on production lines that have been 
pushed hard in recent years. 

Time was when the annual Ford settlement 
was the bellwether for the pay round. Hie 
fact that unions have turned down 4.75 per 
cent has understandably sent shivers down 
the spines of those with long memories. If 
Ford's offer were to be copied across the 
country, the surprise fall in retail price infla- 
tion to 3.2 per cent in October announced 
yesterday would lum out to be a blip. In real- 
ity. however, the Ford settlement is more 
likely to show' that the going rate has all but 
gone as a concept, losing much of its punch 
in today's flexible labour market. Hie latest 
earnings figures show a very* sharp divergence 
between manufacturing and services. 


Underlying earnings in manufacturing 
rose by 4-25 per cent in August and Sep- 
tember, but by only 2.5 per cent in services. 
There is marked divergence within these sec- 
tor too. In manufacturing, annual earnings 
growth till September was as low as 2 .5 per 
cent in textiles, but 4.4 per cent in the car 
industry. In services, earnings growth was 
13 per cent in hotels and restaurants but has 
been rising at 4.5 per cent in the wholesale 
trade. 

Much more important than the “going 
rate” for pay increases is the rate of infla- 
tion itself. Pay settlements have all risen in 
the course of the year, as negotiators seek 
to ensure that wages do not fall behind infla- 
tion. Hie new and startling fall in retail price 
inflation could reverse the trend, if sustained. 

The divergence of settlements between 
industries suggests that successful companies 
operating across national boundaries will 
pay belter than purely domestic companies 
operating in Britain's deregulated labour 
market, where collective bargaining has 
faded away. 

At Ford, there is only the loosest of link- 
ages between pay settlements in the various 
European centres. But any company oper- 
ating throughout the Continent is accus- 
tomed to dealing in an adult way with works 
councils and centralised pay bargaining, and 
like Ford will be prepared to cut a generous 
deal with unions when it suits. The difference 
now is that the rest of industry no longer has 
to panic when that happens. 


Departure 
date for Lord 
Young fuels 
bid rumours 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

Lord Young put a date on his re- 
tirement from Cable & Wireless 
yesterday “to end the recent ill- 
informed and destabilising com- 
ment. and to put the record 
straight". His departure imme- 
diately re-ignited speculation 
that BT would launch a bid for 
the company, to establish a 
presence m the Far East and re- 
alise what many observers see 
as CAW’S hidden value. 

Lord Young will leave a com- 
pany still struggling to con- 
vince the City of the merits of 
its global telecommunications 
federation, but determined to 
press ahead with its strategy. 
Chairman of C&W since 1990, 
he will quit m February 1997. 

He said yesterday he had 
decided to pul an end to spec- 
ulation 3bout his future fol- 
lowing a spate of newpaper 
articles suggesting he was under 
pressure from institutions to 
quit, and alleging a rift with the 
company’s other directors. 
Denying any disagreement. 
Lord Young said it had always 
been his intention to quit on his 
65lh birthday. 

Cable & Wireless has long 
struggled to convince investors 
of the value of its federation of 
telecoms companies around 
the world, with Lord Young 
most closely associated with 
the company's failure to present 
its case property and its refusal 
to change its strategy to realise 
its value to shareholders. 

At times the stock market val- 
ue of C&W has been barely 
more than the market capital- 
isation of the company’s 57 per 
cent shareholding in Hongkong 
Telecom, its most valuable as- 
set, although the valuation gap 
has narrowed sharply in recent 
months. 

Lord Young said he would 
have no say in the selection of 
his replacement, but expected 
it to be an external appoint- 


ment, probably another for- 
mer politician with the skills to 
carry on his ambassadorial role 
around the world, especially in 
the fast-growing telecommuni- 
cations markets of Asia. 

Lord Young announced his 
planned departure alongside a 9 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits for 
the six months to September. He 
warned that growth in demand 
for fixed-wire services had slowed 
in line with lower economic ac- 
tivity in some of C&Ws markets, 
but said Mercury was back on 
track and pointed to sharply 
lower losses from start-up asso- 
ciate companies. 

After a 7 per cent rise in 
turnover to £2.71bn. operating 
profits rose by a similar amount 
to £636m. Reported pre-tax 
profits of £8 15m included a 
£I99m exceptional profit from 
the sale of C&W*s 5 per cent 
stake in Mannesmann Mobil- 
ftink, a German mobile phone 
company. Underlying profits of 
£616m compared with £567m. 

The company responded to 
persistent criticism of its fed- 
eration of telecoms companies 
around the world by spelling out 
for the first time the economic 
value of the network. Better 
management of telephone traf- 
fic, sharper procurement terms 
and shared product and service 
development were worth £40m 
in first-half pre-tax profits, 
C&W said, and would add 
£90m to the bottom line in the 
full year to next March. 

In the six months to Septem- 
ber, Mercury lifted operating 
profits from £96m to £1 03m and 
claimed 15 per cent growth i/i 
residential lutes compared with 
the small decline announced last 
week by BT and twice BTs rate 
of growth in domestic and in- 
ternational call volumes. 

Following a 25 per cent re- 
duction in staff numbers over 
the past year. Mercury said it 
had reduced its on-going cost 
base by £60m. 

Profile, page 25 


Rail privatisation: Outsiders emerge as clear favourites but still face pitfalls in franchise battle 

GWR bidder unveils 



plan for extra trains 


Resurgence: planning to revive the traditions of ‘God’s Wonderful Railway’ 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Resurgence Railways, the new 
rail company 1 hat is set to win 
the franchise to run Intercity 
services out of Paddington, is 
planning to increase the num- 
ber of trains in an effort to win 
passengers back to rail. 

The emergence of Resur- 
gence as the favourite to take 
over the Great Western Railway 
is the surprise of the first group 
of three franchises which are 
due to be allocated next month. 
The company is led by a group 
of managers including former 
Trafalgar House finance direc- 
tor John Ansdell. Resurgence is 
the preferred bidder - having 
beaten off a management buy- 
out team - and has until the 
end of next week to submit the 
final terms of its bid. 

Mr Ansdell shared a £13bn 
pay-off with two colleagues 


when they left Trafalgar nearly 
lwo years ago, and he has 
teamed up with Mike Jones, a 
former BR area manager at 
Leeds, and Richard Morris, 
safety director of Eurotunnel. 
Mr Jones, the vice-chairman, is 
known in rail circles as an ex- 
perienced manager who was 
highly critical of the high freight 
prices charged by BR when he 
was in charge of petroleum 
movements on rail. 

Resurgence is thought to re- 
quire more subsidy - currently 
BR requires £51m for the ser- 
vice - than the rival bid but has 
put forward a series of innova- 
tions that attracted the support 
of the franchising director. 
Roger Salmon. It wants to run 
more trains from distant parts 
of the network in Wales and the 
West directly into London by 
splitting up the existing eight- 
coach Intercity 125 high-speed 
trains into two. 


The company also wants to 
re-establish direct services to 
London on routes that cur- 
rently require a change to reach 
the capital. One insider said: 
“The MBO team were offering 
nothing new, and Resurgence 
came along with an exciting new 
package, addin g to what is al- 
ready a very good service." 

Nevertheless, the bid faces 
several pitfalls. Adding trains be- 
yond the number required by 
Mr Salmon means that the 
track access charges from Rail- 
track will increase. 

There are also additional 
costs in splitting the high-speed 
trains because they will need a 
new trailer at the rear. But the 
team is confident that with 
fares being restricted to the rate 
of inflation and less under the 
new financial regime imposed 
by the Government, extra pas- 
sengers will be won back to the 
railways. 


IX BRIEF 


Keebler frozen foods sale 

United Biscuits is selling its Keebler frozen foods business to 
Windsor Corporation, a US foods group, for £54.8m, a week 
after selling Keebler’s cookies and cracker business for £316m. 
United has now raised $580m from Ihe sale of Keebler’s divi- 
sion, with only the loss-making salty snacks (crisps) business still 
to be sold. Hie division recorded a £ 13.6m loss on sales of £76m 
last year. 

Cortworth flotation to raise £25m 

Engineering group Cortworth will have a market value of 
£71. 6m when it joins the stock market next month. The compa- 
ny is raising £25.7m from the flotation, which is priced at 150p 
per share. The funds will be used for expansion and acquisition. 
Cortworth was formed two years ago as a management buy-out 
from Willi ams Holdings, the industrial conglomerate. After the 
float, Williams will have a 19.99 per cent stake in the company. 

Cadbury sells ITnet 

Cadbury Schweppes has sold its ITnet information technology 
division to a management buy-out for £323m. Cadbury will re- 
tain a 123 per cent stake in the business. 

Yates’ shares hit a peak 

The share price of Yates Brothers Wine Lodges climbed 5p to a 
fresh peak of 291p on yesterday’s interim results, showing a 19 
per cent rise in sales to £29.2 m, and a 50 per cent surge in tax- 
able profits to £3.2m. The share price is more than double last 
year's flotation price of 140p. Yales has 55 outlets, and wants to 
have 100 outlets by the turn of the millennium. The interim div- 
idend is 12p. Analysis forecast that annual profits will climb from 
£5.im to £6.6m. 


Alarm at Boeing merger talks 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Europe’s aircraft industry is on 
alert after reports that Ameri- 
ca’s Boeing and McDonnell 
Douglas are in merger talks that 
would create the world’s largest 
aerospace group and force 
thousands of job tosses. 

A merger, combining Boe- 
ing’s dominance of commercial 
aircraft with MD’s military ex- 
pertise, would spark a fresh 
round of consolidation among 
Europe’s struggling aerospace 

companies. . . 

Attempts to create a single 
US aircraft maker would face 
anti-trust hurdles and intense 
political opposition m Vrasn- 

ington, and analysts tebev^an 

asset swap is more likely th^ 1 
a full-blown merger. But Eu- 
ropean aerospace companies 
said that rationalisation oftlie 
two US giants would put pres- 
sure on them to follow suit. 
Airbus, in which British 

Aerospace is a P^ e J\Pv_. 
deal would intematy globaJ com- 
petition and underline uie nee 
for further cost savings at Eu- 
rope’s aerospace companies. 


The four Airbus partners are 
talking about how the group can 
be restructured from a collab- 
orative partnership to an 
integrated corporation. A 
spokesman said a merger of 
Boeing and MD would give a 
new urgency to the talks. 

A spokesman for Matra 
Defense, the French company 
that wants to merge its missiles 
business with BAe, said: “We 
need more concentration and 

more mergers in Europe to be 



Frank Shrontz: sights set 
on McDonnel Douglas 


able to counter such measures 
iu the US. If we do not do that, 
our defence industries will dis- 
appear." 

Neither Boeing nor McDon- 
nell Douglas would comment 
yesterday on reports in Lhc Wall 
Street Journal that the compa- 
nies were negotiating a deal, 
which would create a combined 
company worth $35bn with a 70 
per cent global market share. 

Boeing, headed by Frank 
Shrontz, is the world’s largest 
commercial aircraft company, 
but like its rivals has struggled 
as airlines delayed orders dur- 
ing the recession. MD’s small- 
er commercial division has 
teetered on (he edge of collapse 
for many yeais and the company 
has been sustained by its mfli- 
tary aircraft sales. 

Nick Cunningham, analyst 
at BZW, believes anti-trust 
problems may prevent a merg- 
er of the civil busmesses. though 
not the military operations. “I 
guess it is a matter of what the 
Department of Defense 
thinks," he said. “I’m sure 
they’re talking to each other, as 
everybody is, because there's 


dearly further rationalisation to 
go in the US defence industry 
as there is in Europe.” 

The Pentagon has tradition- 
ally encouraged its military sup- 
pliers to merge, and gave its 
blessing to last year's $10bn deal 
which brought together Lock- 
heed and Martin Marietta. 
Lockheed Martin has already 
cut thousands of jobs. 

Airbus has been gaining mar- 
ket share on Boeing for sever- 
al years, and last year overtook 
its rival. But this week's news 
that the US company bad won 
a huge order from Singapore 
Airlines came as a blow. 

Both Airbus and Boeing have 
forecast that airlines will need 
to order 13,000 to 15,000 new 
aircraft worth over $l,000bn in 
the next 20 years to replace age- 
ing fleets. 

Last year Airbus won firm or- 
ders for 125 new aircraft worth 
S9.1bn while Boeing announced 
sales of 120 worth $7.7bn. In 
contrast Boeing has already 
announced sales this year of 
over 300 aircraft, including the 
Singapore deal, while Airbus 
has just S2 orders. 
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connection to the Cellnet 
network (save £29.50) 

• FREE leather case + power cord 
accessory pack (worth £44.98) 

• FREE itemised billing for first 
3 months ( save £2.97) 

• FREE delivery to your door 
(worth £11.95) t 

PLUS 

•FREE subscription until 1996 

• FREE 24 hour replacement service’ 
•DEDICATED customer helpline 


CHRISTMAS BONUS!!! CLAIM UP TO £20 CASH BACK 
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PANASONIC J 

£4.99 

INC. BATTERY 

& CHARGER 


INC VAT 


WHAT IT COSTS YOU (INC VAT) 

MONTHLY RENTAL £14.99 

(FREE UNTIL 1996) 

PEAK RATE CALLS (per min) 

(Mon-Fri 8am-7pm) SOP 

0F-PEAK RATE CALLS (per min) 

(after 7pm + all weekend) 20P 

ITEMISED BILLING per month 99P 


CALL NOW 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK ON 




Quoting reference number IN017MX. 

P-i-or. t j i. - vElj 1 : CARD A YD BV’-.K D iTA'iS RtAD v 


14 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
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Edited iv\ Mairnus Grimond 


Beware the Offer PowerGen can’t refuse 


.ip 1 '" 


Shares in ru.verGen have underper- 
formed the market since Septem- 
ber's announcement that it was in talks 
to buy Midlands Electricity. Confir- 
mation that the£1.95bn takeover will 
go ahead has underscored investors' 
fears that winning the bid would ex- 
pose PowerGen to more Oak from Of- 
fer, the regulator, and the politicians. 

Thus far, PowerGen has done well 
out of electricity deregulation, as yes- 
terday’s interim profits demonstrate. 
Pre-tax profits jumped 13 per cent to 
£133m in the six months to 1 October, 
but the surprise came in a balf-way div- 
idend raised 30 per cent to 62>p. The 
largesse was possible because the 
company bought back 7.6 per cent of 
its shares at the government sell-off 
in March, which meant the cost of the 
interim payout rose only IS per cent. 

The medium-term plan is to lower 


term the realities of PowerGen "s po- 
sition wiD determine the price. 

The case for buying Midlands rests 
in large part on its capacity to secure 
a market for a substantial part ofPow- 


erGen’s output and to give access to 


dividend cover from last year’s level 
of over three times to 225-2.7 times. 


But there are doubts about whether 
PowerGen will maintain the same 
level of generosity at the year-end. Al- 
though the shares rose 13p to 568p on 
yesterday’s dividend news, longer- 


billing, marketing and customer ser- 
vice expertise. The goal is to create a 
fully integrated electricity company 
better equipped to compete when the 
market is fully deregulated in 1998 and 
the lucrative supply contracts with the 
regional electricity companies end. 

The problem is that any benefits 
from the Midlands customer base wiD 
not be felt in the short term. By 1998, 
only 16 per cent of PoweiGen's ex- 
pected ouput will not be tied up in 
long-term contracts with other Rees 
and so available to Midlands. 

In the meantime, by acquiring Mid- 
lands. PowerGen wfl] have subjected 
an estimated quarter of its profits to 
regulation by Offer and the possibil- 
ity of a Labour government imposing 
tighter price or profit controls. It is also 
facing a continued loss of market 
share, which will be exacerbated by 
yesterday’s completion of the forced 


sell-off of two power stations to East- 
ern, and a possible fall in the price at 
which electricity is traded. 

Long-term, PowerGen may or may 
not make a go of new activities rang- 
ing from overseas power generation 
to gas distribution. But short-term sen- 
timent will be do minat ed by whether 
it gets government clearance to ac- 
quire Midlands. Profits of £5 90m this 
year would put the shares, up 13p at 
568p, on a prospective multiple of only 
10. Not expensive, but only weakly sup- 
ported by a forward yield of 4 percent. 


tax profits of £26 3m in the year to Sep- 
tember, up 48 per cent 


While it is unlikely to repeat that 
performance in 1996, particularly 


since some of the growth came from 
the well-timed acquisition last year of 
Southern Radio, Capital is expected 
to be able to generate 20 per cent an- 


media” push looks suspecL For a ra- 
dio company to think about investing 
in on-line services seems a bit of a 
stretch, given how many big media 
companies are already sniffing around 
this potentially cash-draining sector. 

But the restaurant scheme looks a 


nual profit rises this year and next. 
Minor i 


Capital return 
by radio station 


Sparkling results from Capital Radio 
have put UK commercial radio solidly 
in the media spotligbt -and with good 
reason. Radio has doubled its share 
of natiooai advertising to about 4 per 
cent in only three years, and has room 
to grow. Capital, one of the largest and 
best-managed radio companies, is 
taking full advantage, reporting pre- 


doubts earlier this year about 
the state of the advertising market sent 
the shares drifting lower, to about the 
440p mark, where they have been 
treading water. But the ISp rise yes- 
terday, on the back of the profits an- 
nouncement, suggest doubts have 
been overcome for now. 

There are still a few concerns about 
what the comp an y will do with its £20m 
in cash, and analysts bave been press- 
ing for a firmer statement of strategy 
from Richard Eyre and his team. Yes- 
terday they got it: plans to bid for a 
commercial radio licence in York- 
shire, among other franchises, expan- 
sion into multimedia, partnerships 
with overseas radio companies and, of 
aB things, a “radio themecT restaurant. 

Of the four, only the vague “multi- 


bright idea. The company is moving 
into offices in Leicester Square, and 


glans to convert an existing ground- 


iloor restaurant into a Planet Holly- 
wood-style hang-out, with radio 
memorabilia on the walls. 

Plans to discuss overseas opportu- 
nities with local partners likewise look 
promising. The company has assured 
shareholders and analysts it does 
not intend to spend freely in markets 
it doesn’t know. But it feels, rightly, 
that its sales and management skill are 
exportable, given the right strategic 
partners and provided it sticks to 
deregulated, commercial markets. 

Core radio remains the focus, how- 
ever. And with pre-tax profits likely 
to grow to £3 2m this year (30p a 
share) and £38m next (38p), the 
shares look reasonably good value at 
11 times next year's earnings. 
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CITY DIARY 


Improving business performance. 


A few helpful ideas from Mercury. 


Hewlett ready 
to rejoice in 
half-year ritual 


iPERCEKI.QFFg 


A business bunch. 



1. Cut out the business lunch. 


J i J 


Enables employees to walk in a straight line during 
the afternoon. 

Significantly reduces the chances of being ... 
asked a difficult business question ivhilst struggling 
with a lobster claw. 

Food and business are mutually incompatible and 
inevitably lead to talking with your mouth full. 
Lunch is a security risk. Remember, walls have ears , 
and tables have legs. 
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On|y hours to go for the hap- 
py band that is the Hewlett 
Packard workforce. Today 
Lew Platt the computer gi- 
ant's president chief execu- 
tive officer and chairman, 
announces the six-monthfv 
profit share. This is not a fig- 
ure to be sneezed at Last 
summer every employee 
world-wide collected 11 per 
cent of basic salary. 

But the announcement it- 
self has developed into 
something of a ritual. Mr 
Platt likes to deliver the 
good news-perstmally and si- 
multaneously to all comers 


of Hewlett's global empire. 

raJifor- 


Kg 




2. Achieve maximum performance with Mercury BusinessDay. 




A new telecoms package designed to save the small to 
medium size business money during the working day. 
Introductory 30% off UK long distance calls. 

Very competitive rates on long distance and 
international calls. . 

Special rates for calls to mobile phones. 

24 hour FreeCall customer service. 

Fully itemised bills for management control. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER. 
Join now* and get 30% off 
UK long distance calls. 

The sooner you join the more you save. 
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At 0800 hours in Ca 
nia ( 1600 hours in the UK) 
the international workforce 
will down soldering irons and 
gather round the lannoy ex- 
pectantly. The inevitable bit 
of slalic’wiU be followed by 
the unmistakable voice of 
the illustrious leader (only 
the third in the company's 
history) as he announces the 
figure. This will then be fol- 
lowed by a traditional and 
resounding “Hurrah”, and 
the money will be in the pay 
packets two weeks later. 

Oh. by the way, Hewlett 
has never announced a quar- 
terly loss since it was found- 
ed in 1939. Funny that. 


Never reluctant to issue 
guidelines where none are 
needed the Americans have 
published the definitive 
guide on how to look accept- 
ably scrufiv ai work. 

A booklet from Haggar 
Clothing, a brand new com- 
pany that's been around for 
years (sic), describes the fin- 
er points of dressing down, 
the wearing of more casual 
clothes than tradition dic- 
tates. 

“Like the information 
highway and political cor- 
rectness, dressing down is off 
and running before anyone’s 
figured how it works,” warns 
Haggar. “Though 75 per cent 
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Airbus Industrie has hit back 
in decisive fashion over the 
loss of the £8bn Singapore 
Airline order to Boeing. The 
European consortium has fi- 
nally succeeded in suppress- 
ing further publication of 
Karl Sabbagh’s 2 1st Century 
Jet. which chronicles (he de- 
velopment of the Boeing 
777. You will recall that Sin- 
gaporeans ordered 77 of the 
offending planes this week. 

“We are required to recall 
all copies ol the hook.” says 
Macmillan, co-publishers of 
the book with Channel Four. 
“Airbus Industrie has com- 
plained."’ 

A quick leaf-through re- 
veals nothing too sinister. 

But a hint of what was to 
come can he gleaned from 
page 12 where Mr Sabbaglt 
writes: “Before libel lawyers 
from all seven continents de- 
scend on the publisher of 
this book it is worth pointing 
out that ..." 



Fashion scene: The art of 
dressing down at the office 
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of Fortune 500 companies 
now have some sort of dress- 
ing down policy, they rarely 
spell it out in a memo. It’s al- 


most as if they are testing 
employees to sec who wili 


screw up. 

Should you feel the sud- 
den urge to dress down, fol- 
low the code. Instead of 
traditional, standard colour 
silk ties, switch to cotton and 
knit fabrics. “Show apprecia- 
tion for a holiday or display 
your favourite dog.” 

Come to think of it, there 
was a polo neck seen at SBC 
Warburg recently. 



Hectic trading at Credit Ly- 
onnais where some entrepre- 
neur has been trying to shift 
a load of mgs in the run-up 
to Christmas. Telephone 
callers to the bank could 
even hear prices being quol- 


Cocking a snook at the anti-nuclear movement, Barclays 
Bank attempts to take the public relations pressure off Shell 
by embracing the Bcaujolais Nouveau. Various branches were 
offering free tastings yesterday, with Holborn branch even 
hanging out French nags. In the City. Bails Brothers reported 
that the light and fruity number; “which shows no excess of 
the yeast that has marred some of the previous vintages", 
bad sold 500 bottles by 1 0am at £4220 each plus VAT. 

We shall have to see how it goes down in Tahiti. 
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Five years of crossed 
lines at Cable & Wireless 


brings me solution*," Mrc 
I natdiCT memorably said of flse 
manshe brought unelected into 
tje Cabinet, ennobling him for 
tne purpose, after being bn- 
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l^^Yoting, who has announced he is to quit the telecoms giant, will leave an air of lost opportunity at its Mercury offshoot. Paul Vallely reports 

•fomsrwaDetlcanytwowmbols 

jtf ^rporate failure. They are 
' inf Mercury phonecards - £10 
£2 respectively. Mr Chol- 

' moiiffley-'Wfenier, Harry En- 

- field's moustachioed cartoon 
:iO)n of post-war propriety, 
wnrid be impressed. No one 
;else,would be. I carry them like 
; talismans. They seem to work. 

- Rwless and less do I encounter 
. those strange blue creatures that 
-pass for Mercury pay phones. 

- So whatever happened to 
Merany? Eleven years ago the 
-company was apparently given 
r'gjicence to print money when 
-itwas granted exclusive rights 

the monopoly of 
British Telecom. Yet in the 

. decade that has passed it seems 

hardly, to have dented the mar- 
ket' Last year it was forced to 
; anriounce it is gradually to shut 

down the call boxes, lay off 2^500 
staff and restructure the busi- 
ness at a cost of £l22m. Then 
fast week the man responsible 
for the new strategy, Duncan 
Lewis, abruptly resigned him- 
self, with no job to go to. 

Mercury is now on to its fifth 
chief executive in six years. So 
is it an impossible job, or is its 
chairman, Lord Young of 
Graf&am - Margaret Thatch- 
ers one-time favourite minister 
-just impossible to work with? 

Things were looking good for 
Mercury in 1990, when Lord 
Young took over as chairman of 
its parent company. Cable & 

Wireless. Not long before, as 
Secretary of State for Trade and 
Industry, he had awarded a 
mobile telephony licence to 
Mercury. His appointment 
. seemed to make sense for 
C&W, the telecom giant that 
was once the communications 
system of empire and which 
spans SO countries. 

Lord Young went with a can- 
do reputation. “Everyone else 
brings me problems, David 


I of the Manpower Services 
Commission. 

But not everyone was 
pleased. Gordon Owen, the 
*toief executive, had hoped for 
toe top job himself. Mr Owen, 
a capable old C&W hand who 
was a utocratic, energetic and 
obstinate, began a power strug- 
gle that lasted 10 months. “He 
made no effort to work with the 
new chairman," one insider 
said. “The end was inevitable." 

One day a friend waited into 
Mr Owen’s office and an- 
nounced that a headhunter bad 
offered him Mr Owen's jdb. 
After 37 years at C&W he went 
to receive his dismissal with the 
words: “Right, you've taken 
my whole life; what’s the deal?” 
The deal was almost £lm and 
this week, with Mercury in 
chaos, Mr Owen was main- 
taining a satisfied silence; he is 
chairman of the National Grid* s 
telecom outfit, Energis, which 
is using electricity pylons to sup- 
port fitee-cptic wires to become 
the third big player in a rapid- 
ly expanding telecom market 
that now has almost 60 firms 
holding licences. 

With Mr Owen gone. Lord 
Young became an executive 
chairman. He was hands-on 
about new business develop- 
ment and as an international 


front-man but also “dabbling 
and dipping in and out else- 
where, A m the words of one for- 
mer senior C&W executive, 
“in a manner which people 
working for him find difficult”. 

It was a pattern famili ar to 
senior civil servants at the DTI 
who, in an unpublished survey, 
showed they didn't like him. Dif- 
ficult, abrasive, buDyint shallow, 
sHghtly flashy, PR-driven were 
amcmg the venficts. Lord Young 

was shrinking their department 

but many outsiders shared toe 
view. “Suck and strangely lack- 


found one in James Ross, who 

came from BP as C&W chief ex- 
ecutive - “a calm, straight guy 
who works for consensus,” col- 
leagues said. But he has found 
no one to stay at Mercury. 

Hh first chief executive (here, 
Peter van Cuylenburg, decided 
that as BT got its act together 
Mercury was going to need a 
more specific strategy to com- 
pete. “It couldn’t be a mini-BT 
across the board," one former 
C&W executive said. Hie man 
inevitably known as PVC im- 
mersed the company in a com- 


Is chief executive of Mercury an 
impossible job, or is Lord Young 
just impossible to work with? 


mg in presence,” one said. “He 
may be the man with solutions, 
but they don't last,” another 
said. “He has a short attention 
span,” is the judgement of one 
who has worked closely with 
him. “He has big ideas but 
doesn’t have the concentration 
to cany them through." 

“It was reasonable enough to 
change Owen,” says James 
Dodd, telecom analyst with 
Klemwort Benson. “He and 
Lord Sharp, toe former chair- 
man, had done a good job but 
something new was needed to 
take the company into a new 
era. You wanted a I 
porate manager” Lord 


> cor- 


and after 
just a year PVC went back to the 
States. 

He was replaced by Mike 
Harris from First Direct, the 
bank that had made the most 
successful current application of 
modern telephony. “Young 
wanted someone to market 
Mercury aggressively,” one in- 
sider said. Mr Harris was good 
at that but knew it was not 
enough. He too introduced a 
strategic rethink along the Knes 
of “imagine what the company 
should be like in five years and 
imagine how we get from here 
to there”. Bat costs began to 
rise. “Mike was good front- 


man for the company," a Young 
loyalist said, “but he appeared 
to be less effective on the ad- 
min and finance side. His bud- 
get caused a crisis of 
confidence.” Mr Harris was 
moved sideways fast year after 
disappointing results - profits 
went down by 17 per cent. 

In came Duncan Lewis, an 
ex-BT man “very calm, assured, 
thinking everything through, 
putting in place a strategy." said 
one C&W old hand. The strat- 
egy was to weld the axe on pay- 
phones, jobs and an awful lot 
else and concentrate on cor- 
porate customers who prefer to 
deal with one telecom outfit for 
all their needs. Nine months on, 
the City began to talk about how 
be had “turned the company 
round with some hard deci- 
sions". Now. out of the blue, Mr 
Lewis goes too, to be replaced 
by Peter HoweU-Davies, Cable 
& Wireless man and boy. 

So is it an impossible job? 
Some analysts say yes. BT was 
left too dominant, they argue, 
pointing Lo its huge powers of 
information and the breadth of 
its customer base. And BT was 
allowed to depress prices where 
Mercury competed and raise 
them where it had a monopoly 

- something Mr Lewis was 
complaining about m an im- 
passioned City speech the day 
before his summary resignation. 

But other analysts believe 
that Mercury has just loused up 

- under-estimating BT's 
economies of scale, over-esti- 


mating its own return on in- 
vestment and making a number 
of key errors. They point to its 
precipitate move to a coin] ess 
market in payphones and its pul- 
icy of free off-peak calls ui its 
mobile phone system. “Free 
calls in the evening," one ana- 
lyst said, "secured them quick 
penulration of the market but 
people bought phones and only 
used them for free in the 
evening." 

In the City people asked if the 
63-ycar-old Lord Young was 
worth his total remuneration 
package of almost £lm a year. 
“Mercury was one of the most 
spectacular investments of the 
Eighties under Lord Sharp." 
says James Dodd at Kleimvorl 
Benson. “But it has under-per- 
. formed dramatically for the 
past two years. It doesn't reflect 
well on Lord Young. In the end. 
a chairman only has one job - 
to appoint a successful team - 
that's the only thing he has to 
do." 

Much will turn on the out- 
come of Mercury’s recent 
£S25m investment in the Ger- 
many telecom company Veba- 
com. "It is an enormous gamble 
when the political and regula- 
tory structure of the German 
market is undecided," another 
analyst said. " Mercury has gone 
critical." It is not the only key 
strategic decision to be made. 
One of Duncan Lewis's con- 
cerns was that C&W - on whose 
main board be was offered a 
place just before he left - is cur- 
rently trying to do too much. A 
“federation" is how Lord Young 
likes to describe iti a “hotch- 
potch" is Mr Lewis’s view. 

“There is no doubt that 
C&W is a house divided," one 
international analyst said. “It is 
a schizophrenic organisation - 
a monopoly operator in many 
countries and yet the market en- 
trant in others " 
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Big ideas, but ... Lord Yburtg came with a ‘can-do 1 
reputation, though his hands-on approach grated on some 
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Brutal push that could discredit private finance for public projects 

Tf there was one really 
.Lgrumble about the 


j serious 
tHe Gov- 
ernment at the GBI conference 
this week it was the failure of 
the Private Finance Initiative to 
deliver the grand promises 
made for it by minis ters. 

The PFI, a centrepiece of 

Treasury policy that has the frifl 

backing of the Prime Minister, 
is meant to draw private money 
into projects that in the past 
have been funded directly by the 
taxpayer. Bat much of business 
now sees the whole idea as no 
more than a fig-leaf to cover the 
nakedness of the Government's 
commitment to spending on 
roads, railways, hospitals, edu- 
cation and prisons. 

The consensus in Birming- 
ham was that it was a good idea 
gone horribly wrong. The pub- 
lic spending cuts are going 
ahead, but the PFI is bogged 
down in bureaucracy and inca- 
pable of fillmg the gap. 

Kenneth Clarice, the Chan- 
cellor, wfll promise yet another 
expansion of the PFI in the Bud- 
get but you do not have to be a 
wizard at arithmetic to see how 
easily this can camouflage pub- 
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PETER RODGERS 


lic^rendingoiits,fopayfor a fax 
giveaway. The Chanceltorand 
Michael Jade, the mmkter re- 
sponsiblc for the PFL are aware 
enough of the risk of toe PFI . 
foiling apart if nothing z^fooe. . 

Possible new projects iterth- 
a total of £25bn have been 
identified. The message from 
toe Treasury to departmental - 
permanent secretaries toning 
the public expenditure round 
has been to bring forward your 
PFI projects because that is toe - 
only way you wifi be allowed to 
meet your investment targets. . 

This method of imptembating 
the PET has proved brutal in- 
deed, and it is said that careers 
wifi be broken by failure tode- 
liver. ; • : - 

The campaign is at least in', 
part a reaction to foot-toAggmg 
throughout Whitehall du 
the first 18 months of ttfo] 


when the number of contracts 

sumiD^toe^^^^^ister 
got stroppy about it, and insist- 
ed that the whole Cabmet - 
winch had. not been uniformly 
enthusiastic — came into Ime. 
That resiifted m toe boot being 
pm into permanent secretaries 
mid a sharp increase in the 
number of deals clinched. 

Even now, only£13bn of the 
£5bn contracts toe Chancellor 
said a year ago would be let by 
next March have actually been 
agreed. That £5bn figure in- 
cludes the £23bn Channel tun- 
nel rail link, which does appear 
to be grinding sfowiy towards an 
agreement, but probably be- 
cause of a rapid increase in the 
bribe - sony, contribution - 
from the pub lic purse. 

If the CBZ attack were not 
■enough. Sir Alastair Morton, 


the leading propagandist for toe 
PFI until ton summer, stuck the 
knife in deeper this week by ask- 
ing in a public lecture, “Where’s 
toe beef?” Sir Alastair, a co- 
chairman of Eurotunnel, was 
chairman until the summer of 
the Private Finance Panel, a 
body whose job is to steer and 
promote toe initiative. 

He likened the situation 
when he left the panel to a tube 
of toothpaste: “Pressure on toe 
initiation end has produced a 
bulging oftoe tube followed by 
a spurt from time to time as 
some, but not enough, of the 
product came out.” He blamed 
private industry and - with a 
particularly sharp tongue - 
Whitehall - 

The basic requirement of a 
PFI contract is that it transfers 
financial risk from the public to 
the private sector, so that toe 
outlay no longer counts as pub- 
lic spending. Overruns on con- 
ventional public sector works are 
invariably pack! for by taxpayers. 
Under the PFI, the company is 
also the operator of the project 
once it is completed, a new and 
higher level of risk. 
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Sir Alastair believes that to 
cope with this the PFI requires 
for stronger, better capitalised 
bidders than the ad hoc con- 
sortia of construction and IT 
companies, consultants and 
medical or prison equipment 
firms at present involved ICI, 
BP, Shell and other giants used 
to owning as well as managing 
big projects might make a much 
better fist of PFI contracts, but 
sadly are not interested. 

Sir Alastair’s harshest com- 
plaint is reserved for toe way the 
Government has been imple- 
menting the PFI. Ovfl servants, 


he believes, have yet to come to 
terms with a cultural change that 
requires them to understand 
and price commercial risks, 
and oversee services to be pro- 
vided by the private sector over 
as long as 25 years. 

The Ireasury claims that as 
well as the effort from toe top 
to persuade departments to 
push toe PFI forward, it has be- 
gun a drive to retrain civil ser- 
vants at all levels in spending 
departments in toe new disci- 
plines. But toe numbers of peo- 
ple are small and the pace so 
slow it is hard to believe - 


given that the task is to change 
the working method of entire di- 
visions of the civil service - that 
this will make a dramatic dif- 
ference within toe timescale of 
the public spending cuts. 

A deeper problem may be the 
Treasury itself. An organisation 
whose role in life is saying yes 
or no to other people’s spend- 
ing plans is not best suited to a 
crash programme of instilling an 
entrepreneurial culture in the 
rest of Whitehall. 

Worse still, some projects, 
such as the Channel tunnel rail 
link, are being squeezed into the 


PFI when they are probably bet- 
ter suited to public sector in- 
vestment. 

It may be that a brutal push 
is needed to make anything hap- 
pen fast in Whitehall- But m this 
case, toe motive for haste seems 
to be to kick-start toe PFI be- 
fore toe election, so toe Gov- 
ernment can lake the credit for 
the hoped for new investment 

By building up expectations, 
for political reasons, of how fast 
toe PFI can deliver work to 
companies, toe Government is 
discrediting a worthwhile exer- 
cise before it is fully operational. 


Before your 
bank asks you to 
declare your business 
earnings, ask them 
to declare theirs. 
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market report/shares 


Insurers sparkle as the Footsie smashes 3,600 barrier 


FT-SE 100 

3.610.8 + 39.4 
FT-SE 250 

3.960.8 + 38.6 
FT-SE 350 
1,794.2 + 19.1 
SEAQ VOLUME 
731.3m shares, 
32,729 bargains 
Gilts Index 
94.92 + 0.59 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share pilce. pence 
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Blue chips soared to a new 
peak with the FT-SE 100 index 
crashing ihrough the 3,600 
barrier for the first time. 

Growing hopes of an inter- 
est rate cut, the sharp inflation 
improvement and increasing 
confidence about the Budget 
created the excitement. 

And, seemingly inevitably, 
New York made a significant 
contribution. Yet more records 
as the Dow Jones Average 
inarched remorselessly to- 
wards 5,000 points inspired 
London, although the gap be- 
tween the two markets yawned 
even wider. 

The FT-SE 100 index end- 
ed 39.4 points higher at 3,610.8 
with double-figure gains 
spread through the top 100 
shares. Government stocks of- 
fered support with the bench- 
mark gilt, due 2017, over £1 
higher. 

It is, however, very much a 
blue-chip share party. Al- 
though the index measuring the 


next 250 shares was sharply 
higher it is short of its record. 

The two indices dearly 
demonstrate how the current 
party has divided tbe stock 
market, with Mue chips enjoy- 
ing a boom but others having 
a much more subdued time. 

The FT-SE 250 index, at 
3,960.8. is nearly 200 points be- 
low its peak, established when 
blue chips and second-liners 
were advancing in unison in 
February last year. Then the 
two indices reached record 
levels together. 

Insurances were the out- 
standing performers with Le- 
gal & General's decision to 
shake up its long-term funds 
sparking the enthusiasm. 

The move, which should in- 
crease dividend growth, is like- 
ly to be followed by other 
insurers. LSG jumped 22p to 
667p and Prudential Corpo- 
ration, the days best-per- 
forming blue chip, 20p to 415p. 
Sun Alliance improved 14p to 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock, market reporter 
of the year 


371 p and Royal Insurance 13p 
to 380p. 

Hie market was quick to 
take the view that the L&G 
move was not unrelated to the 
bid speculation that has swirled 
around the group. There is a 
strong belief the insurers are 
due forbid action. If not L&G, 
the market believes Royal will 
be the target. 

It is surprising the industry 
has managed to avoid tbe 
flood of financial bids that 
has engulfed merchant and re- 
tail banks and fund managers. 

Zeneca continued to suffer 
the torment of takeover ru- 
mours, surging to another 
peak. Roche and Ciba-Ccigy. 
the Swiss duo, were replaced 


as bid favourites by another 
Swiss group, Sandoz. It has, it 
was said, signalled it intended 
to make a big boy although a 
few months ago it seemed to 
rule itself out of the Zeneca 
running. Zeneca finished up 
22Jp at U13p. Glaxo Well- 
come gained 23p to S88p. It in- 
tends to appeal against last 
week's legal Judgment that the 
Inland Revenue can pursue the 
group for back tax. 

The scent of lower interest 
rates captivated builders and 
retailers. Barratt Develop- 
ments. expecting to “comfort- 
ably" exceed last year's house 
sales, rose 5p to 218p and 
Beazer 4p to 167p. 

BtCC gained 12p to 265p, a 


two-day advance of 21p. The 
shares have been bumping 
along around their year’s low 
and there are suggestions the 
group is vulnerable to a lurk- 
ing predator. 

Among stores. Storehouse, 
figures next week, rose 9p to 
320p and Kingfisher 14p to 
5l4p. Shell, up lip to 769p, 
was spurred by an investment 
presentation, with its Nigerian 
involvement again brushed 
aside. 

United News & Media, 
awaiting disposal develop- 
ments, jumped 31p to 570p. 
Other newspaper shares were 
firm ahead of the Times price 
increase. Mirror Group News- 
papers gained 13p to ISOp 
and the Telegraph I9p to 428p. 

Cowie, the garage and leas- 
ing group, motored on the 
back of Merrill Lynch support, 
advancing 16p to 292p. Rolls- 
Royce. with another contract 
under its belt, topped its 1987 
flotation price, rising 3p to 


}70.5p- Figures left Cable and 
Wireless 2p higher at 425p. 

In chape weakened again on 
currency worries, off lip at 
295p: Vodafone remained un- 
der pressure from cash-call 
worries, falling 3Jp to 252p, 
and BT brushed its year s low, 
falling 2p to 362-5p on com- 
petition worries- 

Euro Disney fell 25p to 169p 

on further consideration of its 
modest profit and First Choice 
firmed to 60p after reporting 
a 72.1 per cent rights take-up. 
Premier Land had to be con- 
tent with a paltry 17.1 P« 

cent rights response. The 
shares held at 4.25p- 

CE Heath, confirmed its 
computer flotation plans but 
fell 5p to HS3p on figures. 
Uni palm jumped 57p to 755p 
as the value of the US bid con- 
tinued to increase. 

A Bw*™ 11 ! the textile busi- 
ness, held at 59p. The move to 
lake the company private at 
60p a share was approved. 


TAKING STOCK 


£JTbe reshaping of Earring- -.. 
ford as one of the new-styfe 
pob companies continues 
with Alastair Moral, ex-Scot- 
-dsb & Newcastle, moving in 
as chief executive. In August ; 
Fa rringford, which had sur- ‘ 
vrved by running just one Isle 
of Wight hotel, took on the - ' 
management of 210 former 
Scottish pubs. Trevor Hem- 
ming a director of the brew- 
ing giant, is a big 
shareholder. Other pub deals 
are expected. The shares held 
at 15.5p; they were 6p In 
August. 

QCedardata. the supplier of 
fina ncial accounting comput- 
er software, fell 4p to 172pL-_ . 
Gidon Shamir has resigned — 
as a non-executive director ... 
and Greig Middleton, the' - ,J ' 
stockbroker, placed bis fami- 
ly’s shareholding of 1 mfllfoiri 
shares with institutions at 
167.5p. It came to market 18 - 
months ago at 105p. .-• - - 
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Carling up 
for a third 
World Cup 


.Kmc-PKNDENT • FRIDAY 17 NOVEMBER 19^ ^ 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 


Will Carling yesterday held out 
the tantalising possibility that he 
might after all be willing to car- 
ry on as an England player - 
possibly even as England cap- 
tain - all the wav through to the 
N99 World Cup- 

This was a radical departure 
for Carling, who will win his 61st 
cap and lead England for the 
54th lime against the World 
Cup-winning South Africans at 
Twickenham tomorrow. He has 
always previously stated that he 
would not be around for the 
next tournament, hosted by 
Wales four years hence when he 
will be 33. 

“I wouldn’t rule it out but it’s 
not something I've set myself as 
a goal because I’ve already 
played in two," he said. “1 think 
physically I'm capable of doing 
iu whether 1 can mentally is an- 
other point because It gets 
harder and harder as you get 
older. Whether I will be willing 
to put in more and more train- 
ing I don't know." 

Carling's remarks at the team 
hotel in Richmond after Eng- 
land had completed yesterday's 
private training session at the 
Bank of England ground in 
Rneh3mpton reflected the 
change that has occurred in the 
England captain's attitude to 
rugby during a traumatic peri- 
od in his personal iife. 

He appears to have used 
rugby as therapy by committing 
himself to his the club game with 
Harlequins as never before and 
turning in some exceptionally 
strong performances. So much 


so that one questioner yester- 
day wondered if his “biceps, 
thighs and even chest" had 
grown bigger. “Actually I’ve 
lost half a stone," Carling 
retorted. 

Whatever the reason, there 
is a new-found optimism about 
the captain's rugby. After this 
year’s World Cup he fleetingly 
doubted whether he would play 
on at all but now be is not only 
contemplating the next tour- 
nament but also continuing 
captaincy beyond this season de- 
spite the hiss about his ap- 
pointment for this season. 

“Part of me thinks I might en- 
joy not h3ving the responsibil- 
ity but there's no doubt 1 love 
being captain and enjoy what 
goes with it,” Carling said. “I 
haven’t made up my mind and 
I don't think Jack has. At the 
moment I’ve no plans to stop, 
start or anything." 

Carling subscribes, as he 
must, to he aforementioned 
Jack’s view that now at last is the 
time for England to break the 
tactical shackles, though he 
seems to have no more idea 
than Jack Rowell whether it will 
actually happen under the re- 
strictive conditions of such a big 
match against such powerful op- 
position. 

“If we are honest, they have 
a formidable pack of forwards," 
he said. “We have some great 
runners and we need to play a 
fairly fast game without pitying 
sevens. We have to. 

“Having said that, they also 
have one of the best pressure 
defences in the world. I don't 
think we can lake them on as 
maybe an England side of 1991 
would have done." 



Small success: the Plant brothers with one of their two Minis which will be contesting family pride in the RAC Rally 


Driven by an obsession to race 


Muster misses chance 


Tennis 


Thomas Muster's attempt to 
finish the most successful year 
of his career at the top of world 
tennis ended in disappointment 
in Frankfurt yesterday. 

The French Open champion, 
who had a chance to dislodge 
Sampras as the world No 1 at the 
ATP Tour World Championship, 
was swept out of the year-end- 
ing event when he was beaten 
6-4. 4-6, 6-4 by Jim Courier. 

After two defeats in the round- 
robin stage Muster, who needed 
to win the event to have a hope 


of replacing Sampras at the top, 
has no chance of reaching the 
semi-finals. Sampras, assured of 
a place in the last four, was beat- 
en by Whyne Ferreira 7-6, 4-6. 
6-3. Ferreira must await the out- 
come of today’s match between 
Boris Becker and Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov. Becker needs to win in 
straight sets to advance, otherwise 
Ferreira will go through. 

Natasha Zvereva, of Belarus, 
staged a singles coup at the 
WTA Tour Championships in j 
New York. The 15th-ranked 
Zvereva beat the third-seeded 
Spaniard. Arantxa Sanchez Vic- I 
ario, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4. 


For Colin McRae and Carlos 
Sainz, read Michael and Robert 
Plant: it is the same rally and the 
same combative zeal, but a dif- 
ferent world altogether. Honour 
and family pride, rather than vic- 
tory and the world champi- 
onship, are at stake at the rear 
of the Network Q RAC Rally, 
which starts on Sunday. These 
two are members of the band of 
privateers and clubmen who 
give the event its sense of 
democracy and enduring ca- 
maraderie. WcU. almost. 

“We have some blazing 
rows.” Michael Plant says. 
“He’s been getting up early in 
the morning to gel the newest 
parts for his car." The “he” in 
question is his team-mate and 
twin, Robert. Last year, they 
competed in the event for the 
first time sharing a car and fin- 
ished 97th. 

This time they have a Mini 
Cooper each. Michael is num- 
ber 193, Robert 199. They have 
a team of 13 and a budget of 


£14,000 for the two cars. Lux- 
ury items such as Dew- parts are 
consequently fiercely contested. 

Minis are appropriate for the 
41 -year-old brothers from 
Rochdale. Both stand 5ft 3in and 
weigh nine stone. Both also run 
small businesses, Robert in en- 
gineering, Michael in property. 

Everything else about the 
Plants - then enthusiasm, vi- 
tality and ingenuity - is sub- 
stantial. The Mini strikes a 
chord with most spectators, 
and the link with Corgi and the 
Heritage Centre in the neigh- 
bouring Lancashire town of 
Heywood secured important 
sponsorship. Viking Tyres look 
the opportunity to back 
Robert’s car. 

“It is very hard to get spon- 
sorship. so we try to get a car 
that gives an image," Robert 
says. “This is the 30th anniver- 
sary of the Minfsonly win in the 
RAC and the Mini has a char- 
acter all of its own. Everybody 
loves it - people swoop on it.” 


Derick Allsop talks 
to the men who are 
happy just to take 
part in the RAC Rally 

The sponsorship does not 
however, eliminate the- hard 
work and personal sacrifice. 
“We've been working on the 
cars every night to one and two 
in the morning," says Robert, 
who blames rallying for con- 
tributing to the break-up of his 
marriage. 

“I'm still married," Michael 
says. “My wife is a nurse, so she 
has to be caring and under- 
standing.” 

Their co-drivers, both about 
to embark on the RAC for the 
first time, are equally commit- 
ted. Marina Francks, a 35-year- 
old computer programmer, 
took voluntary redundancy 18 
months ago to fund her obses- 
sion. Jason Austin, a man 
patently born to motor, is a 


fruit-packer, and has not bad 
what most would consider a hol- 
iday for the last 12 of his 27 
years. 

Robert says: “Rallying is like 
a drug. I’ve seen really shrewd 
businessmen, people you would 
never pull wool over their eyes, 
go to ruin over rallying. They 
make financial decisions they 
would never make in business. 
Your heart rules your head. 

“But then rallying is unique. 
I could never play golf against 
Nick Faldo or teniiisagainst An- 
dre Agassi, but I can get myself 
a Mini and be in the same’ ral- 
ly as Colin McRae and Carlos 
Sainz. You’ve got the world 
championship at the front, and 
the true enthusiast who just 
wants to finish at the back. 
Some come with less than us. 
they survive on a wing and a 
prayer. 

“It took us 15 years to get to 
the RAC. We came round a 
bend last year and said: ‘We 
speeded [spectated] there’. 


It’s like playing fora lower-di- 
vision team walking out at 
Wembley.” 

Michael, who drives the more 
basic “showroom" car, says: “I 
describe myself as a rallyholic. 
We've been part of that two mil- 
lion crowd. To bo part of the 200 
competing is unbelievable. If 
McRae wins the championship 
I can ted my grandchildren I was 
there, competing in the rally 
where he did it 

“We have to run through 
their ruts and muck, hut we’re 
glad to do iL They have the care, 
the budgets, the responsibilities. 
We have no cats, no responsi- 
bilities. no power - but we are 
there.” 

Robert adds: “If those at the 
from make a mistake it's their 
job, they can get sacked and 
write off millions of pounds. 
With us, wc can fail and peo- 
ple say it was a brave effort. But 
you want to finish. And yes, wc 
want to beat each other - of 
course we do.” 
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SPORTING DIGEST 


This weekend 

TODAY 

BOWLS: European Team Championships (Jer- 
wy). Hay nans at 10am tor the noroe natrons 
plus Jersey and Guernsey. Spectaang ts few. 
The Sladwm. St Saviour. (01534 68772). 
SNOOKER: Royal Irver Assurance UK Cham- 
pionship (Guild Hal), Prasiwii. The most pres- 
U0ous ranking tournament otter the World 
championship warts today. Stephen Handy de- 
fends in the oomoetroon which includes the 
wwtt's teadrog 32 playets phs 32 iiuatiflere. 
The weehend s sessions are at 1pm (admis- 
sion £2) and 7pm i£3). Half-price discounts 
are sn* available. The Gutkf Had, Preston Is m 
the City centre. Part m edtommg bus station 
car port. [Son office: 01772 2588581. 
SWIMMING: British Oand Pro Meet (Letter 
ted. The second grand pm in the senes takes 
place on one of the fastest 25-motre pools in 
the Comity. Profyamme: today and tomorrow: 
neats “Jam, age groups 1.30pm, finals 6pm; 
Sunday: Sam. 12. -15pm and 5.15pm. Ad- 
mreeron: Heats £1.50. finals 12.50. St Mar- 
garet's Baths, Vaugian Way. Lewser. 
TENNIS: Texaco Women's Challenger (Edtn- 
bmfli). The first sriges sene-final starts at 2pm 
today. The singes final o the fits match to- 
mono* at 1pm. Spectating a tree. Oaigoch- 
bart Tenne Centre. 177 Co Union Road. 
Edintxirgi. ITd: 0131 444 1968). 
TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL: FA CartngPremterohip. Enasteigji 
Insurance League and Scotnsn League. 
RUGBY UNION: Save and Prosper Ircemaoonat 
England v South Africa (2-30i iTwfirtenhaml. 
inTemationai Matches: 1 retrod v FS 0.0; (Lans- 
«w roe Rttte*. Section: v western Samoa (220) 
rltmtairtsW). Heroehen League programme. 
HOCKEY: Men's Matronal League. 

RACING (National Hunt unless stated]: 
Aintree: CcuntyStand £14; Tanereafe£7 lac- 
eompainM under- 16s free both enclosures!. 
tFvs: race 12 301. Ascot Members £16 i/u- 
rrar Members 16-26 years, half once): Grand- 
stand ana Paddoch £10: Silver Rfrg £3. 
(12 45i. Cotta rick: Club £10; Tatterse*? £6: 

Cany? £2 1 under- 16s free rotoal enoosuresl. 

1 12.40i. Nottingham: Club £U Uunrora. 16- 
21 years. £8): Tanersdls £8: Silver Fbr^ ana 
Fadooch £4. (12.351. Tn wca en Members 
£12; Tattereafis £6: Courso £4 tCor plus all 
occupants £15). 1 12.55). 

BOMNG: World Boxing Organisation Ught-fty- 
wflil champions*! c-' Paul WoriSoo. nokten 
v Babv .late Mailato rSAi (GUwgoci. rickets 
are seflng tasc £30. £4Q, £60 nn^nle. Pro- 
motion starts al 8pm. tetvroHall intemanon 
af Sports Arena surest of 6LK&.1* City Centre, 
om hate StteeUTte: 0141 367 2525t. 
CYCLO-CROSS: Eastway Supporters. League 
(London FISi. The under- 12s race opens the 
meeting at noon. The mam race is at 
1.30pm. EasfnayCycttng Circuit, Temple M*s 
Lane. Leyton, London E15. <s next to &rt*tfi 
Ran aru underground swoons at Stratford. 
Moos and Bertws LeagiQ iHaanan. Firs race 
m thu eighth round is at lpm. with the main 
a 2.15pm. Suotey Country Partes 
posted off A608 Derby road, south of Hearur. 
FENCING: Eden Cup (Crystal Palace): About 
120 fencers ftom 17 nations contest the Eden 
Cup under- 20 men's foil, the Brush round of 
the Wnrtd Cup senes, at Crystal Palace ttw 
weekend. The event nil give BrrtBh fencers 
rhur best chance of final pOdngs at a home 
World Cup round since 1S8S. Paul Walsh fcs 
ranked <n#uh n aw junior world rantongs, <e> 
ojpected to reach the last four, white 16-)rear- 
oW .tamer- Beevc/s. from the Cyrano CtuO. has 
Been conscuent at home, though (tasting llih 
at Ok- Wcrid cadet champtenshlps. fencmg is 
from <»am tomorrow and Sunday, with the 0Aa 
linaf at 4pm. Crystal Palace Matronal Sports 
Centre. Letiongon Road. London S£19. (Tel: 
0181 77 8 0131). 

GYMNASTICS; Men's Bntwh Champronships 
■fJoitinghumi. Lee McDermott, the Com- 
(T»mn?atih medallist and Bntisn champten. 
defends his senior ndo. Competition starts at 
Horn tomorrow, with Sunday's ftnafc begn- 
ntngoi me same time. Atfimssron: £2 ad tits. 
£1 chiMwvOAPs. Haney Hadden Sports Cen- 
tre, BJincvnugh Park. Wiffiun Road. Matting 
ham. (Tol. 0115 94268111. 

LAND YACHTING: Bngsh CrwmpionsWps 
iFtovsuni. Brian's leodrw akn inctutfingthe 
rawly crowned women's European chamffctm. 
Pout: tear, from BteOvod. will be racing in 
It*? second round of tf*? 1995-96 British Owm- 
oionohiD Competition on the disused atiflete 


PICK OF THE DAY 

TWS WEEKEND / Rallying 

Network Q RAC Rally 
Chester 

Followers of the Network Q RAC 
Rally, which starts on Sunday, haw 
a chance tomorrow to view the cars 
and talk to the drivers competing. 
Chester racecourse is the venue. 
The Rally, the final round of the 

World championship, starts and fin- 
ishes in Chester. In between, 
high-speed special stages will 
have been run through the Mid- 
lands, the Scottish Borders, the 
Lake District and Wales. The first 
leg on Sunday, however, allows 
spectators to watch the cars at 

starts at 10am tomorrow and Sunday. Bass- 
ingMum Airfield. CambndgBsMre. norm of 
Riston. Hen f orosrare. at A1198 HunUngoan 
road. For access to the airfield, contact M*e 
Hampton m advance (01509 8-1 2292). 
MUSMNG: C*rw®) Grate Pro tChepstowl. The 
fret rojnl d( the Omega Bmtsh Husky Rac 
mg Champ«XBt»ps & bong held tn Gwent Bill 
weekend and some hundred teams and 500 
dogs nil race along (Orest traits usmg wheeled 
sleds. Heats start at 8 30am tomorrow and 
on Sunday, when the teeger and faster class- 
es of su-dog teams set out Chepstow Part 
Wood, Gwem. Js reached VHA466 Chepstow 
to Monmouth road. Take Devauden nimroff 
or ted at St Aryans. Coiree o signposted on 
left before Devauden. 

SUNDAY 

FOOTBALL: FA Coding Premiership: Queen's 
ftjrt Ranjprs v Gwsmtry M.Cl. ErefeJeffi leagje 
FrtJ Division. Leicester v Tranmae (3.0): NOf- 
wroh v Ipswroh (3.0): Southend v Oystal Palace 
(2.551 . BefTs Scottish Leagie Premer Dtvsron: 
Hearts v ttbemen P.OI; Rangers v CBtoc 0.0). 
RUGB Y LEAGUE: Stones Centenary Champi 
onsrtp programme. 

RUGBY UNKMr OS Insurance Dfwsttnal Cham- 
pwnshro: Midlands v London (Northampton, 
2.30i: South-West tf Northern [Bndgwater. 
2.15i. Representative Match; Cornwall v Chief 
Cons&UesXtf (Penzance-Newtyn. i30i. Ten- 
rants Scottish Champwiship- 
HOCKDf: HA Gup ttunl raurvl. 

CYCLO-CROSS: Shaftesbury Club iBrent- 
«»di. Fra race 10am. mam race lL30am). 
Brentwood Park. Wartey Gap. Brentwood, Es- 
se*, s off A1023 from Junction 28 of M25. 
Lincolnshire and South Humbervde League 
(Grantham). 10.30am, 11.45am. Church 
Farm s one mfic north-west of Srratfon. wt«ch 
is just off A1 three mfes south of Grantham. 
Nonwch Amateur B cycle Ctuti (Norencni. 
liam. noai. Bowthorpe is three miles west 
of Nonmch between 447 and BLIPS. Redhffl 
CC i Porting). 12.30pm. 2.15pm. Newer if >/j 
(two south-west ot Porting mn centre. Sir 
rey. Midland Lna©je ihidaenrnstEh. U_30em. 
2.15cm. Honlethxy Castle is off A449 Kid- 
derminster id Worcester mad. North Eastern 
Leooro tConsen). 10am. noon. Todd Hw farm 
IS off A692 Corisen to Casiteside rood. Co 
Durham. Oldham Century RC rDroytedem. 
L2-30pm. lpm. MetUoch Sports Centre. Gar- 
donitaH Avenuo, off Market Street. Droyfcden. 
Greater Manchester, agnpasred from A662. 
Brtstal Road Quo iBnsiofl. 10.15am. Horn. 
Hen^pve Part, is south of AJ174 Bristol nre 
mad. Bynea CC lUaneSfl. 10.45am. lUOam 
Tnmsaran Part & on B4308 from BJ309 and 
A484 Ltenefl to Bray POrt. Dyfed. Boumancuh 
juMee Wheefera (Pooiei. lL30om. l.i5om. 
North Certfcnl Heath is off A341 Between Beer 
Cross and Mmtnme, four (rates north ol Poofe. 
Dorset. Regency ftrong Team ■ Barnsley), 
lam. 130pm. Deeme Va#e> Country Part. 
Newtyn Drive, is off Bunon road between A61 
and A633. BamsJey. South Yortefim?. 

Next week 

FOOTBALL 1730 unless stated): Monday: 

FA Caiflng PiwidortMp'- S-xahompicm v As 
ton Vila tSX'l. Tuesday: Uefa Clip thtni round 
fin! leg; Notwignam Forest v Lyon i8.n f . FA 
Cup firet round reidojiK Ashfanl Tovm v B09i- 
or Hogs 17/451: v Carws Stand > 7.451. 


venues with easy access, parking 
and facilities. Parkland, stately 
homes and a racing circuit are 
some of those venues. 

Where to watch: Tomorrow: Rally Show 
(Chester Racecouse, noon to -lpm, £5 
adults. £2 chfidren inter- 161. Sunday: Ffrst 
(•C: Chester to Leeds: Start Chester Race- 
course (first car 8.10am, admission free). 
Stage ts Tattcn Part tone mie north of 
Knubdon), Cheshire, on A50 Stoke to War- 
rington road: 9am: £7 atfiite. Children urvter- 
16 £0. Sb«e 2: Outswstn House ie^* mias 
west of Chesterfield. Dertwsroie. m Peak Du- 
ma £.7, £1). Stage 3: CSurober 

Park (tvro irvles south of Worksop. Derttysfwe. 
off A57: 12.25pm: £7. £1). Stage 4/5: Don- 
nson Part raongaroudittiee tides torn kteC- 
Dorts 23A/24 of Ml: 2.08pm and 2-2ipm: 
£7. £1). Stage & Rother Valley (off A618 
south of Hothetham; 3.S9pm; £7. £li. 
Stage 7: Leeds iTempte Newsam Park, 
eastern Leeds, ctff A63. 5.07pm; £7. £1). Fin- 
ish: The Heodrow. Leeds (6.30pm. tree). 

Bristol City v Bournemouth (7.45): Enfield tf 
Newport low; i5Cm0taro v Wycombe 1 7.45); 
Sutton Utd v KtedemvnsiEn Wigan v Runcorn 
17.45): wokmg v Barnet (7.451: Wrediam tf 
Hud. FA CarUng PromtereWp: Arsenaf » 
SheffieU Wednesday 17.45): r.kddtesorou^t v 
Todenham (7.45). EndsMg^ Laagie First 
Division: Bsmstevv Portsmoudi (7.45): Birm- 
ingham v Derby 1 7.45 C Chartton v Reartng 
(7.45): Huddersfield v Leicester (7.45); CSd- 
hsm v MilwaU (7.45): Sheflteid Utd v Grims- 
by (7.451: Watford v liiton (7.45»: West 
Brorrrmch v Norwich i7.45i . Wadnasdoy: Bi- 
ropean Cup Ch a mpions' League Group B: 
Spartak Moscow v Biackoum (5301. Group 
C: Rjngen v Steaua Bucharest. FA Cup firet 
round: Altrincham v 0* (7.45«. First 
round leptejc Famoorough v Brentfonf (7.45). 
FA Carting Piwriwdrip: Otetsea v Bolton 
(7.45): Covenoy v Manches» Wd (7.45): Erer- 
tnn v Queen's Part Ranges (7.45): Manchester 
City v wimbtedon (7.45): iVest Ham v Uvw- 
pool (7.45). EndsMgh Leagw first DMsterc 
Crystal Palace v Wofremampron (7.45t: *tswch 
v Southend (7.451: Stoke v Sunderland 
(7.45): Tranmere v Port Vale. 

RUGBY UWON: Monday: Tour Match: Laces- 
1ET V Transvaal (7. 15). Tuesday: Rme Naffoos 
HebwKen Cup Poof B: Ka$es Soroeau* v 
Cardiff (7.0). Tour Hatch: Cmm) Unw w West- 
em Samoa (3 Ot. cm M a tc h e s : BanavADer- 
avtm 17.O1: Ebbw Vale u s-jorsea Univ r7.0i: 
Ereter v Taunton (7301: Glamorgan Wander- 
■its tf Cress Keys iTjOi: Nomwmptori v Lon- 
don Weteh 1 7J0i. leuan Evans Testimonial 
Match: Hntdl Hes XV v (m entation j l Sefec: 
(Uoneli. 7.0). Wednesday: FKe Nations 
Itelnahcn Cop Pool C: Ftantypndd v Mian 
(7.15i. Tour Match: Bnstot v Transvaal 
i7.30). CUB Mutches: Cheltenham vVaai Tn 
angle (SA) (7.0t; Ru^iy v Nuneaton (730i. 
Hart efboore Feor Counties ChoneiioRsMpc 
Pgtt v s hii e v Gtr Brnmn^tam tDetby. 730): 
Shropshire w Wotoaster ana Hereford (Shrews- 
bury. 7.301. Thursday: Repres e n ta tive 
Ma t ch : Gtemansn County Under-23 v New 
Zealand Under 23 (Bndpnd. 74)1. Friday: dub 
Match: London Scotusn 1 RtcnmonJ 1 7.151. 
RACING: Monday: SOUTHWELL (AO Weath- 
er Ftet): Club £12: Tanereans £6 «QAP mem- 
bers of course's Diamond Club £4). 11.201. 
Catteriofc Chib £10: TaOersafe £8: Course 
f.2 (12.40). Folhestone: Ctub £12 I under 
I65 rreei: Tatreroais £8.50. a Oi. Tuesday: 
UNGPIELD (AW): MemOero £12. TatreroaK 
£8; Sdvw Ring £4. 0.10/. Cheltcahren: CWj 
and TaaerMps £12 (jurwas. 16-24 yean. IS); 
Foster's Enclosure £5. 1 12.45). H unb np ton : 
Member £12: Tattarsafis £& Ctw»£4. (LOi. 
Wednesday. Chepstow: £11: TadereaK £8 
(OAPi £4i. (L20i. Hexham: CtoO £9: Pad- 
dock £B (ON»a £4>. (l-lOi. Windsor: CUb £12: 
Tattcrsolis £8: S direr Rms £A. il 0). Thurs- 
day Carflate: dub £10: TatmsaAs £6 (CAPS 
£3). (1.10i. Taunton: Members EU: PtaWoeh 
£8.50: Centre of Course £4. (LOI. UttnaetOR 
Club £15 fQAPs £12); TanersaJto £10 (OAPs 
£7i; Course £3. (12.50). Friday SOUTHWELL 
(AWT: as Monday. 1LI01. Brecon Paddock 
£& Course £4. (L20L Newtxay Members 
£13: Tanersans £8; Smer rang £3 lOAPi tmff 
onoe». 11.0). 

NEXT WEEKEND 

FOOTBALL- Sotunlay: FA Caning Prerrue'- 
5 Nd. Endsis0i League ana Scottish League 
frograromci Siaiday; FA Cad^g fhwwwsln.-. 


Arsenal v Blackburn (4.0). Endstetgh Leae/e 
Ftfst ftnswt Brmn^&m v Leicester; Watfiud 
v Nonneh. Second Diwon: CartSe « Wycombe. 
TWid Division: Hereford > Cantkff 1130). Scol- 
tsh Coca-Cola Cup FmaC Aberdeen v Dundee 
(Hampden Part, 3.15i. Monday: FA Caring 
Pienserstep: Nomn^am Forest v Manches 
ter utd iaO). 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Sotanday: Regal Trophy ttkid 
round: London Broncos v Haidar (Hanequms 
RFC. 3.0i. Sunday Regal Trophy thud round. 
Stones Centenary Championship. 

RUGBY UNION: Saturday: Tour Matches: 
CambndgB Urev » Western Samoa 13.0): Le- 
inster v Transvaal (230L as Insurance Dra- 
sional Championshjp: North v London 
(Watarfiete. 230); South-West v Midlancfc 
(GlouCfflter. 3.0). Hereto) Wash lejgje. Ten- 
nent Scomsn Cnampic«sfsp. 

RACING: Saturday UNG FIELD (AWk as 
Tuesday. (12.50). Haytecte Cnwy Stand £35: 
Tjttersalls £9; Newton Stand £4 lOAPs hail- 
pnee in TattereaAs and Newton Standi. iLlOl- 
Newbaay MemDers £20: Tanereaife £12: Sit 
wr ftng £4 [GAPs half pnee). (12.45 1. Neir- 
ca*tte: Club £14 (QAP^ £6, 16 to 20-yeai ^kfc 
£5): Tatte rsafls £9 KMPs £4i; sever Pine «- 
02-40). Warrick: Ctub £12 <16 to 24 year- 
okte £6): Tanensattr £& Course £5. 11230). 

Plan ahead 

BHstertng rounds on the firet Two days 
of last year's Johnnie Walter wood 
Champronsrtp m Jam3«a kept Ernie Bs 
or track for me title and capped one 
of the most successful seasons for the 
South African. He returns to defend this 
year at the Tryall club m the exotic lo- 
cation of Montego Bay from 1-1 to 17 
December. 

The quality of this tournament is en- 
sured as quaMywg. for the WorM cham- 
pionship comprises the winners of 24 
selected tour events around the world, 
including the four Majors, the defend- 
ing champion and the first three play- 
ers from the Sony World rankings not 
already qualified. 

Joining Els are John Daly; the Open 
champion. Ben Crenshaw, the US 
Masters champion. Corey Pavm, the US 
Open champion. Sieve Bkmgan. the 
US PGA champion, and Nick Faldo, who 
finished Joint second last year. 

UnJjet, the Haywards Heath travel 
company, and the Daffy Telegraph haw 
combined to offer a 14-night package 
costing £799 per person, flying from 
Gatwtck (3 to 17 December) or Man- 
chester {4 to 18). This includes trans- 
fers from the Wyndham Rose Ha# hotel 
to the Tryall course, where admission 
will be free. Three rounds of golf ar lo- 
cal courses. Including playing in an am- 
ateur tournament at the Rose Hall Golf 
Club on 8 December, are provided as 
an optional extra, details ot request. 
Kuont Travel, of Dorking, also prowde 
packages to Jamaica. Seven nights at 
the Half Moon Beach ctub. wtich is 
miles east of Montego Bay. cost £844 
per person. 

Jofnnre Htifter MtofM OtamonjnstVp. Tn&t 
Cut. MortPj o Say. Januco. 1J 17 De- 
cember. 

Urtfet. SonOncfo. Rcchr Lone, hbywoms 
Hoath. West Sussex flirt 01444 4S&191; 
toe 01444 4171001. 

Kuorp Travri Lot Spans Tours Department. 
Huonl House. Oorttog. Surrev RH5 JA1 flei: 
013CE 744477. too 01326 744155.'. 
Janatca tcuncr 600m. 1-2 Pimce Consort 
Roxl- London SW7 2BZ (7 rt G171 224 
0505: toe 0171 224 OSS1I. 

Details of furthcoming events with 
infonnation on tickets and venues 
should he sent to: The Sports 
Desk. The Independent. 1 Cana- 
da Square. Canary Wharf. London 
E14 5DL. Fax: nj7I 2894. 


Britain held 
after wasting 
opportunities 

Hockey 

Sue Slocombe. Britain's coach, 
expressed her relief at taking a 
point in the 1-1 draw with 
Canada in their opening game 
in the Olympic (jualifying tour- 
nament here in Cape Town 
yesterday, writes Bill Colwifl. 
However, Slocombe was also 
disappointed with the defence 
conceded a goal in the 24th 
minute after Britain dominat- 
ed the opening exchanges. 

Tammy Miller. Britain’s out- 
standing player, powered her 
way through the Canadian de- 
fence, but failed with a timid 
shot at goal when she should 
have given Britain an early 
lead. Then, at the other end, 
Veronica Planella’s cross found 
its way through to Joe Thomp- 
son. the goalkeeper only push- 
ing the hall to Tammy Holt for 
the opening goal. Within five 
minutes Britain were on terms. 
Jane Sixsmith twisted and 
weaved her way forward into the 
circle to find Pauline Robertson 
for the equaliser. 

Britain then dominated but 
missed eight penalty comers 
and lacked (he imagination (o 
break dawn a well organised op- 
ponent. who at Limes withdrew 
all 1 1 pi avers into their cirdc. 

GREAT BRTTAM: j Tbooqnon ilpawcnt: S Fra*- 
et (Crtvci. K team (Suitfii. J AUJra few, &«f- 
font SmrrwToonM. L Cop* Lcrroaett; 

M P»»( ro iSunon Cttfvxld LVl. P Hrtw rtaon fEC- 

rowsfi). I MMer iCKToo): J Strarfftfi iSunon 
Cstwb Lite). 3 MKSonoH IGteeDw Wrvlcm). 
A Benoen /Stou^n. Sttenttntts naC M 
Mdiato (Sku^iJ. R Snaroa lEdrcwt^l. C Osek 
iHiftommi. o iteitei on (Eamburtyil 
CANADA: D Wtnttco: L rtxraek. COPC T OcRtcra. 

5 Daw-. N Cotaco. L Foust. A MocFortre. 5 
(too; V Pteneiia. G SowM. T HoR. Suits (ItuUia 
H«d: C Hunter, C Somerwfie ere h MjcNeA. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Athletics 

Andrew ffearson. of Longwood Harrier 
s, wit lead Bman's challenge m the sec- 
ond European Cross-Country charopi- 
onshp at AffMficK Castle on 2 December. 
Ffeareon. a strong medd corffender. was 
eigflh m trite jeaFs World Champorshfi 
Liverpool's Lucy EWott is likely to lead 
the women while Sarah Vbung. of Sal- 
ford, makes her Great Bntain debut 
MEN: A Paanon (tongraJ). KCoffon (Cretins 
fete). J Bromi (StoffiMto. C Jones lEiyrt. C Udrit 
(iSurtqn!, 0 Tfeter (BOcUieami. 

WOVEN: S Bcnttey (Stotartl. L EWott iLdterMaD. 
1 SNakte (StfeflteW. ETafeot S Voong 

iStetote]. 

Baseball 

Barry Laritin. of the CincinnatJ Reds, won 
a bght race to claim the Manorial 
League's Most Valuable Player honours 
on Wednesday becoming the first short- 
stop in 33 years to win the award. 


Basketball 

NBA: HnuUO" 96 Toronto 93: ucm 102 BosHtfi 
90: Ootroff 94 Swtoe 87: (nrt.ru 103 Murm 97: 
tenet 90 Ctvrettc re. wa^ngfen i?7 
PfiAjrtfetea °5: San Amomo 105 Mmesrta 9ft 
Dtnver 137 Pix*l» 127 IM ott. Oeufo 113 
Cteuctana 94; LA U*er. 114 Oonos 97. 


Bowls 

EUROPEAN RIDOOR TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP 
(J eney. Wo& wm ta rl Women"* *KiOm: j Rov- 
lance l£nft) « R Janw iWaT 2-7 7-1 /4J 7 3; it 
kriston (M) to tf Srenrt (Jeff 7-0 4-7 7-3 7-5; A 
Smon :GuTO to J Lintons iSco) 7-6 7-0 7-2. 

Mtomon't tore Guem^pv « Scttond (h 
I Woodtay. S Gounav. i Cantani 14-12: Jcrrry to 
trrtano 18-11: Enfteral iL tarmnn. I rnomas. E 
Besatfi. U Prcoi to Wfofes iC tttvfjn. V H.wr#. 
JDavnrt AOantnm 21-16, End otf toy p tat ki f: 
X wates 330(5 tote! lormtsi. 2 en#nt 33 (S3! 
3lrotanff25'30i. 4SaAm;4 161. BGusmsnt 
16 irniw 1491 6 tency 13 (-/&. 


Compiled by Paul Maher 


FootSnll 

BORO CAIS LEAGUE OF IRELAND: Boftemm 
V CunuA I T 45>: DKthota UU v aramroefc ftmas 
1 7.451, a Ptonew Ain V Oort Ott (7.4SI. 

Cricket 

Fnsr TEST: SouroAtocai'Enfitote (second <U(c 
sMTift-iOrttf GMT\ i« CenUOT Bart. (VrtWtal 

Rugby Union 

CLUB MATCHES: Ashcnra » Oarflon Part 
•7 301: Conandt" UnweiMv » Hanecutos 
it jOi; Cflfion v cnpfcnnnam i'Joi; Wasps v 
Lorafen Scomsn i? JOi. 

Rugby League 

STOWES CEKTEMMtt CHAMPfiONSWP: 

BudfeM , a Helens. (7.301. 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Eunx«5Jr Toatn Oainptfnvup.; Lfcrteyl. 
TEW0& lexica Vjranen s Outeoi (Titatonhi 


Football 

UEFA UNDEft-21 CHAAONOnSNIP DRAW (Quor- 
tBf-tbiate): » Italy. r Scotland. 

Gerrrory v France. 5oa«i » Cmcn Rcpotfic. Ftm 
try. l]17Decor 1213Mortt> 199C second KR 
26-27 Mjicrt (Send-fhnIO: rtun,vi^ or Soouond 
v Spain or (Seen Repuolic. ffertaii) or «jiy » Ger 
irtoy a Franco fW tf-> 9-10 ‘f'nl 1996: «*• 
and leg 24 Aprtf 24. 

TRANSFERS: Sorjr B an n et l idefenacrt i 
kite to Cdrtac. Rlehtod Stem itfcfcrurrt Ovteai 
Palace w Crttntiy. 

LOAN TRANSFERS: Donon Cunie (rradUtcn Wrsi 
Ran) ro Leyton Oienc Oavkl IMgMn idcfmom 
Ipswich la Btacfeuei. 

WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULTS: An0»4Mltoi 
Cup Group A: Ancona 1 Brarangnam 2. Enro- 
poon IMN-Z1 dnapoaMp Bmp Om 
(R ouen): Faroe 3 (sevi O (Franco ijuaWy »» qmr 
Mr (Ki3i&). Croup Tna (Umossai): Cyprus 1 6a- 
ftum 1 fSBJ*i ouaHW- Siaup to (PMoki); toy 
0 Lrhuaria 0 Italy rwawyi- Ponlta Umfm FHt 
DMAn BtacAdurn Rouen 1 locasUU&Mtnr. 
sxni: Mancnesioi Lfid O snelttak) uui O (or Buryi: 
Iranrntue Rdfert 5 Mfes BanrwcAMwn 0. See- 
ood Dhrtsten: Huu CWy 0 leieester Or 3: Sun- 
onfenq 3 Braofera City 7: Yort City 1 Mansfield 
Town 0: HutWersfrid 3 Bamstey 2. Tblrd OhA- 
toon: lificotn OBuiv 1: Scunuwrae 4 Rocitote 
7: Waisail o Sioetemt Z Wfeinarn 0 Doncusio 
1. Avow tero ra u cm Combtaabow FtatDtyfekw 
Otote UU 3 Luton 2; Suu Manp to n 2 Ipswcn 
Town 2 iaf Menfmmfi. WratoePon 1 Nonncli 
Of / 1 Second DMtoon: Newport AFC 1 Bain 
Crtv 1; Swansea City 0 Boumcnnulti 2. Inngio 
of Wales Ltoffua Cep first round: Conwy 2 
Caernarfon 2; Braun Fetrr 3 AJ.ui Udo ft Cwm- 
toil tan IfenBe D BoaorKMMtaaew Pre- 
■itor CMakwr. VS Ruf}>r L rtu Vtecn 3 NHIond 
DM slon.- DuOluy 6 Lotcroffir 100 3' f’nrT'l 
Ranjyra 10 Cart, Town O Soemeru DMsSon: 
>atr Town 4 CmoortorB Town L Groat MBs 
League Premier DMetom Tiuerton 1 Bsfcfmrf 
2- Jewsto Cnrto r n tnnpir Pimnter PMsknc 
Sonam 0 wnnncn 6. Sutton Town 0 Hnutoll 
Porer, 1: Sudbjiy Wandrapn. 2 Wiortain 1. 
NOrtbron Counties East Unguo ProsteouVs 
Cup mro round: tewy: 3 SiocWml>}> 1. Den 
*» : ftrtrtea U Road 2 Iwnrasjro 

3: Sony 1 Wrtanti O. UnfisT Su»9n County 
LHfitM First DMatom HuMora 1 Suroco 3: 
LVmtErtiwA' 3 0 FA Youth Cts> Orm 

round: Itadar: b RirniinjtMni Cffy 6: W J-xy*. 5 
Craydon AKteTC 1. 


Hockey 

OLYMPIC QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT (Cape 
Town) Second dojr Grax Qr.w. 1 Oin.-js 1. A.- 
,yrten.t L S *'£>'r-o O 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Hirtf.yo 3 Oo.-rv.a 2; liilldi 2 DteJK I; (Jon- 
treat 4 Cximoraon 1; Ar.jhcirn 7 Cdfeto d-i 3. 

Ice skating 

WORLD CUP FINALS IBofdama) Women: 1 j 

Chounate (Ctoti 2.5 ota: 2 Lu f3i..-n 'C*tiui ,c‘- 
3 S flonjfi iFn *4.5 Pair* 1 j 8-v^.rtata ra 
OStoettfiou rtatt * 1 r .. 3 O j ,tc b Orerx, 

ifeB.) ♦ J ft 3 I Mena ,wvj I Sjtmj ils, ,4 q 

Rugby Union 

England will face Scotland in a histone 
Under-21 international at Gateshead on 
12 December. It wiD be the first bn>? aye^ 
havemeiai this level and there are piani 
to estaoiish it as an annual fnture. 
Scotland have made a tale chan«> m 
their replacements bench tor the in- 
ternational against Western Samoa at 
Murrayfieid tomorrow. Graham Eilis. the 
Curffe hooter, has withdrawn due ro in- 
jury and is replaced by the 24-year-old 
Mefrose hooter. Steve Brotheretonc. 

SCOnAW O frWTO Mni Samoa, Munayfiehl. to- 

niflirw)! n ShopfMiii t’ErunnuTT^ Acaj^mir y^i 

MPo tojNort rjmp:^.!. g Townsend 
(qriK OSMiH (M olrpyci. K tacan ■ InntfteC-.un 
rtr), CChQfeioroiUrlKrv:i. B Recfeani ((-Vnosoi- 
? lW Pfl' a ? n '- i**“Y 'TuitoH. A BwikA aan.' 
<JOfl SoTTi'in. D MoV iMc*rr//ii n (Wto 
iDou^l. ft Wohawvfi^il iWW ,’>>m 

6 R 0 M iBora^wnuoj. | Scftttft xOo 
PjOWW U! H Gflfnour FTj. | 

(bTOfffri# 1 . Courityj. G Armstrong . JorJ rar-.Ti s 

WESTERN SAMOA: tf Pcnu. 0 Lm.i. f 1 , 

Lartupiw. A rraoj. 0 «oKci. J u 7 

litesnmu. P Fm-Ai, l ToLm..?. p 


S Xtatcto. PLan iCdpt). SW Ropiacnmaib: 
M v.»a C Qumcs. S U*r,i. C 

rtKflT. 

NEW ZEALAND to Fnmco. Ports, tmomro.- J 
WOKU. >OUKPK E Ruum F Bunco. 

NJrt»o«K*. J Lomu Keurams SCuPione .inf, 
imb. 1 AtorahoB iC-niimmi. C dom. s tM. 
tathctticirnii. OOtomi . twuw).. I Janos .r;^ 
Huodun. R Broate. M Jones, 2 Brooke .fJrT. 
lute). L Barry rNom, Kuncuri 

™ TEAM fir Inland, Lansdomto Rom ip- 

F Kt,**; r Rato. S SccovUm. t Lf->^ 
M B»vr, J Wyja, J RjJjLni. } i^i'.wnki I&icfl C. 

E E K.rij4d. A r^t^.-rao" T 

I.imnfiftiHij. IV Mnsinjwo. f I.tw.'d R oplece- 
monks 9 wtwjfcjli. [ Dafifit-nj l V.v.j-»+o I 

feuan Brans. Wales's most capped play 
er. wiH lead j Bnii^h isles xv coma. n - 


Newlove AflO^^ 

told to '\*/|0rl 

p, ayout 0T |V 
contract R “ 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Golf 

DUNLOP PHOENIX TOURNAMENT (Mtyazaid. 
Jsrenl Leading drat-romd seona (JlfUn un- 
tess stated): 64 B Lane (G8). 65 M itom. SB 5 
Marevarna. L Met 1US1 . R Gotk (US). T Warsjn 
il)S). 67 V Kan»o. S Sramycn :USI. 68 M Ku- 
ramoio. N draw. cOsrSA). L Nefcon flJSi. G Marsh 
<A*»L V iFni Selected: 70 P WelM. <Mi. 
M A Broaier (So) 74 c Pocca tej. 

HONS K0N6 OPEN Leadng first-round scores 
(US mien stated): 65 R 4umn <Meu. 66 L Prater 
(USL BTZLsnwo iCrwiai. G tedtflus iUSi. R laid 
'Can*, y Chteig-img iTan. 68 h rjvjaivami Ujp<. 
I 6ong<hi (T»). j STeenKjrr-er .Ncffi). J v.m « 
Vrtto IFn. G WrtO 11.151 Sofertod: 69 P Sfe*- 
art IU51. C Sang-no iS ran. 71 S Torranco G81. 
VICTORIA OPEN (Aus) Irtodlng firs; -round 
•cores (Aus utteso stated): 69 I taifer. 1 cm- 
trtd. 70 L Pto-xns. S C'jnr Jrc D Bterm; Port F My 
txrt R Grown: -9 P.irtndgK. *G Cib)/a Sctocud: 
71 B O&c- 74 B IneAton .End: M Cdondn <(/?), 
D Cdrwk.: 7 0.151 75 G £<rr.s 'Enj^; s SoropJey 
(Fog), -(fcowes anuifur 
ALPINE WOMEWS AUSTRALIAN MASTERS {Roy- 
MPInoo rooort) (Auo unton stated): 66 l Hvj 
nstfv* iGwo*: A Ssm-uii i&.ier. 67 r Lrr** r 
66 A (toJteta-. lEnP.; *. Oram ,TV*r.!: £ Kbvi 
h (Wet*. C Hair .&i a; m Lx: S IWurw. 5 Wjun; 
M lim 69 J le-arc C Wn»rt- «s*rr a r.yx* 

B ftjnon 1IJS1. C Orixiah. (* LMra^yn: L Ljr-c-n; 

I Goan, aril 70 M M.rSII 'toll Jjn 

Li (Thai!; C to-flto il)S'. h P.tn.f I'.ra-ja .(.-3,. J 
W.tfron Uio»: 5 Be.koif-. C Hti'ntrtvyjn 1 J. 
M-rrrKvr. N Uw:n Select od: 71 ft Oye 
'(Wc* 1 . 72 C-f Srr«rn (£n.-/; |_ Lii,.nr ,iy |( 


Rugby League ^ 

DAVEHADHELD 

. Paul Newiove has beentoBhe 
must knuckle down and {day out 
his contract with the Bradfont 
Bulls - starting with totrightv 
match against St Helens, the 
club he wants to join. ~ 

Newlove this week turned 
down a world record movie to 
Wigan, and Bradford say they i 
are no longer in negotiation with 
any would-be buyer. “We have 
been told by Foul’s advisor that 
he was not prepared to play for 
the club which made ah ac- 
ceptable offer," Bradford’s 
coach and chief executive, Bri- . 
anSmith.said. 

“The club wfaere hc wants to ' 
go has aot been able to put an 
acceptable proposal together.” 

Smith has named Newlove at 
centre for tonight’s game at 
Odsal. “I expect him tobe pro- 
fessionaJ enough to get on with 
the job,” he said. 

TTie 19-year-old New 
Zealander, Robbie Paul.wD] be 
at scrum-half, in place of one 
Great Britain international who 
has left Bradford this week - 
Deryck Fox, now back with his 
first club, Featheretone. 

Matt CaUand, the centre who 
came in the opposite direction 
in that deal, will not be able to 
make his debuL He was sus- 
pended for two matches last 
night after being sent off for a 
high tackle against Huddersfield 
- his first match back after 
serving another ban. 

Greg Mackey. Whrringfon's 
scrum-half and captain, b to re- . 
lum home to Australia with a year 
of his contract still remaining. 
Mackey, now 34. has asked to be 
released from his second spefl 
with Warrington after losing his 
first-team place to the chib's- 
new signing from the South 
Queensland Crushers. Mike 
Ford, and being offered a job. 

Warrington have signed the 
AuckJand'W&rrioni utility back, 
Manoa Thompson, on a two- 
year contract. Thompson was 
kept out of Fiji's World Cup 
squad by injury. 

The warring factions in Aus- 
tralia could be drawing togeth- 
er with a meeting between 
Super League and the Aus- 
tralian Rugby League to discuss 
a possible compromise. The 
two sides, currently embroiled 
in a court case over Super 
League’s attempted break- 
away, are planning to run rival 
competitions next season. 

Oldham have opened talks 
with Oldham Athletic about 
the use of Boundary Rirk for Su- 
per League games next summer: 


mg seven Dons m his testimonial at 
Llanelli on Tuesday. He trill he joined by 
Gavin Hastings and Wrtl Carting in the 
Bntish line -up and the mam attraction 
or the International Select XV wiD be 
Jonah Lomu. 

BRITISH KIES XV (icum Evans' twtanortaC 
UanoO. 21 Nov): 6 Hostfep (Soto; I Bono [WaO. 
W Carfing iEr*j, S Hawtegs 'Seal, X Logan ffcoi; 
COrtmcn ‘Sco>. R Moon (Watosi. /Leonard 
'Engi. GJenk)n» (Wrtl.J Dories lUfefl. PDnlcs 
Wan. M BayfMd lEng). M Forego MUD, H Wrio- 
•rilent iScoi. N Back (Eng). 

MTERNATIONAL S£1£CT XV: J tomgm 'NZ1; 1 
OUrier (SAt. T Lacroto iFrt. J Little (AuS). J taow 
(JBLM cm ttno: J Roue (SA). REoroM. 
SFlljiatrtd, IN2>. A Skeaes (Aust. M Tctafibn 
Ifn. O Rounut iFrt. M CecSton (ft), ft Straeefl 
'SA'. L Cafcomee (Fit. Ref. D Boron (Wan. 

Squash 

WORLD TEAM CHAAtPtOMSHtPS (Caffe) WW 
matytfiC rounit Pool A: flcjsBBia 2 Fmtana L 
Pool 8: E£fia 2 Siwteen l. Pom a sown Afffca 
2 li Via K'. 2 Nctnw»«s 1 ID E«rs taS 

13 L iiai -f-9 9-3 9-5 2-9 7-9. Aftren K E Smit 
9 ta9 49-2. Gkteaeoto RScns3er9C9-09-2l 
Pool E: Haig ftre. 2 Soam 1 Pool F: Allstate 
2 . Ai->rtia L Pool H: Italy 2 USA 1: Xu^’Wl 2 tfv 
£ 3 S Ouortcf-flnnls: 3 Sootr Atoca 0: 

P.1 1 VM :■ r?Jand 1. 

Sumo 

IWUSHU CAAIffiTOURHAMENT (FUaitlin) MO) 

ooy of 15: i.Mwrj.Tn i«*on 3. lost 2) Bt Aogifi- 
i3-2i; <>.innh*i (2-2 1 w Ha m anotfOTo (2-3': 
■Xirtoanj (4. jujt loironohanB (1-4); Dacrato 
•a- 1 • C *'.3i; ivraJo f2-S tn KcsAadtetei 

Arjrawaa .2 • 3i to Nrowma (2 3). MafiBA* 

1 4 ■*< k I" 1 1-4); Mamcorm (2-3) tf )>» 

aMra: '2 3c LVAgaU i3-2'K (2-J. 

M-naVAlr. (4-1) C( Atunostwna |4-1 k AEJTkVUQ- 
*ta .3-2' t: Nwmnaiuro (Ui: Aarammau (3-2< - 
WVfJhMHin 11-4). Trttettnn Q-3t M U«cum 
feSnMn i4-i. er *7bo r4-ll; Toanovm 
'3-2I to. Vuwvsete i2-5c WuujtomaiU (5-0* ts 
(3-2) to howrroiroa 
l->!.W4tenar.w4.i)t>l Date* iO-5l: Staficno 
i-i' t: Tsaot, io-5". teartMuna (4-1) In Tttfu- 
'tfVk»j 12- Hi. 

Tennis 

ATPTOLW womp CHAMPtOKSWP tFractJUrt) 
7*“ group: t Ercvrat :Sw) h K QungfUS) 5-1 
‘■nr-J Cu. rer mil to T r*,j<Ja <AuU 6-J 4-6 B-5 
Wrata eroop: w Fmre<ra (SA1 bt P Saroias IllS) 

* •*> 4-G6-3. 

WTA TOUR CHAMPIONSHIPS (No** York) Hrat 
rauBd: C Marine* iSp, ts i Moo* KSoai 1-6 7-5 
o O: G Sabatini ;Aig)b.'iDjMnnT(US/6-46-3: 

*i Ixim *Beta' (it a Sonener Vicars iCp( J -6 

: b4, 

TOCACO WOMEN'S CHAUJENGBI fEdtotoBSfl) 
a"0o». (piafterrinalB SSrafft BJB) K S We*»- 
'■yCtf Repi 4-6 6-2 6-1: S Nooitateer DtatM « 
PHeraiflj iS;l 7-fe 166-2; M MafiiSW (AUU » 

S Ijcrl-o i&rrl 6-: 6-U J Lurtwa (RUS) «N F«ff 
4-6 6-2 6-2. 

VOLVO WOMEKTS OPEN (Pattoja, Thai) Stte 
pos, second round: Wong SU-tUig (T»l W C 
'.n^Crt lftorr.1 6-3 •T-A. A Qui (PoB K S Wmi 
(G eo 6-3 4.6 6-2; T< JnamKClwritKOLiiC- 
■(ta *Ulr- 7 66-7 6-2; KaoW Kfmuu tJacan> a 
Port Surw-rco (SKOf) 6-3 M6-2 BBaui* lAuff 
or Nana Vjyao iJotun) 6-4 4-8 6-3: Tong AWi 
(H>V Ot Chon U (Ones) 7-6 7-6: RGanKODK 
J Huurora (Smnrtl 6-2 6-2: M WteflO (W" w 
*) Fetrir iBei) 6-3 7-5. TMrd raondt R Grande 
'It' to M Yvroo own 7 5 44 8-2. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The cases of beer held up by red 
tape on the dockside at Karachi 
instead of quenching the thirst 
Of the touring England A crick- 
eters. Tetley, the suppliers, have 

asked the British deputy High 
Commissioner to help free the 
consigiment of bitter. 
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sport 


Another episode 
of Morley Street 


Retirement is often not what it 
seems to he. Pensioners who 
have been looking forward to 
empty days find that there are 
only so many pottering laps of 
the garden yon can do, a limit- 
ed number of times you can 
read J R Hartley’s tome on fly- 
fishing. 

This happens to thorough- 
breds taken from the front line 
as well and one of racing's 
more convincing adages is that 
old horses do not die. they 
stand in a field and get thor- 
oughly brassed off. 

One such animal with medals 
right across his chest climbs back 
into the trenches today. Morley 
Street, the 1991 Champion 
Hurdler, returns at Ascot fol- 
lowing 432 days of increasing- 
ly annoying inactivity. 

**X.ike so many who have 
been retired he began to show 
that he actually enjoyed being 
in training after being taken out 
of ft,” Toby Balding, the geld- 
ing's irainer, said yesterday. 

“He was getting very above 
himself away from the yard. He 
was very well and he was spark- 
ing and showing that he want- 
ed to get on anddo some work. 
He was in such good nick but 
there was nothing for him to do 
so it seemed a shame not to 
bring him back.” 

Home for Morley Street 
since September last year has 
been in East Sussex with his 
owner, Michael Jackson, who 
had tired of seeing his old sol- 
dier become a counterfeit of the 


rochard Edmondson on the former 
champion returning from retirement 


brilliant performer he once 
was. After the Corsa Siepi di 
Merano (Italian Champion 
Hurdle) 14 months ago. when 
Morley Street was a creditable 
fourth. Jackson rolled the cred- 
its. “Michael said then he was 
not enjoying not seeing his 
horse win if you like and we took 
the decision to lay him off. to 
retire him," Balding said. 

Those behind Morley Street 
have always felt protective 
about the horse as he has been 
prone to breaking blood vessels. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Take The Buckskin 
(Aintree 145) 

NB: If fee e 
(SedgefiekJ Z30) 

Balding has treated the chest- 
nut with Lasix and natural po- 
tions that have included just 
about everything but the recipe 
from the Macbeth witches 
cookery book. “We’ve had him 
under review for a long time in 
view of the problems he's had 
throughout his career." the 
trainer said. He gives so much 
you don’t want to overface 

him ." 

Thus Morley Street, at the 
age of 11, arrives in Berkshire 
today for combat with Oh So 
Risky, who goes chasing after 
this afternoon’s Coopers & Ly- 


Klairon holds back 
from Viking attack 


Klairon Davis had much the 
better of the argument with 
Merry Gale in the~contest be- 
tween two of Ireland’s top 
chasers at Tipperary yesterday. 

The winner, who bad taken 
last season’s Arkle Trophy at the 
Cheltenham Festival, had the 
two-mile trip and the good 
ground in his favour and picked 
off Merry Gale (11-8) when Jim 
Dreaper's Aintree winner made 
a mistake two out when being 
reeled in by the 9-10 favourite. 

“Klairon Davis did that well, 
but he will be having a light pro- 
gramme because there are not 


many suitable races over this 
trip in this country. Next spring 
will be time enough to take on 
Viking Flagship," Arthur 
Moore, his trainer, said. 

Richard Dnnwoody, on the 
runner-up, reported: "Merry 
Gale did his job well, but he 
missed the second last then 
slipped taking off at the last." 

Dreaper described the race 
as a means to an end. “Meny 
Gale needed that and goes now 
to Punchestown on Saturday 
week before running either at 
Leopardstown or in the King 
George at Christmas." 


Riders lose appeal 


The five jump jockeys who had 
appealed against seven-day bans 
for taking the wrong course at 
Taunton last week bad their plea 
turned down yesterday. 

The riders - Tbny McCoy, 
Guy Lewis, Tbm Dascombe, 
Mark Richards and Mick 
Fitzgerald - had their deposits 
of £240 returned. 


Fitzgerald, who will miss the 
ride on Rough Quest in the 
Hennessy, defended bis ac- 
tions. “If you were in behind the 
leaders, as 1 was on Rainbow 
Walk, you could not see the ar- 
rows which were pointing to the 
right route," he said. “In future 
I will pull if I'm not sure - and 
where will that get me?" 


brand Ascot Hurdle, Large Ac- 
tion and Call My Guest, whom 
he meets at level weights. By an 
inversion of what has gone be- 
fore the old man also meets 
horses who will give him weight, 
□amejy Alours and Putty Road, 
the winner of the Sun Alliance 
Novice Hurdle at last season's 
Cheltenham Festival. 

“We’re not going to Ascot 
thinking we’ve got the Morley 
Street of three years ago." Bald- 
ing said, “we're taking in a 
race where Lhe conditions are 
to his advantage and if he runs 
a race of note we’ll talk about 
the future. If not he'll just have 
the odd run for all of our, and 
his, enjoyment. 

“As we talk, I certainly don’t 
envisage him being a Champi- 
on Hurdler or anything. If he 
was to have an objective it 
would be (he Martel! Hurdle (at 
Aintree] again, but that would 
greatly depend on him con- 
firming the good form he is 
showing at home." 

Morley Street has already 
won the Liverpool race four 
times but if be fails to stem the 
tide of yean on Merseyside next 
spring he will certainly not be 
booed back into Balding's sta- 
ble. “He’s a tremendous work 
leader and a lovely horse to have 
in the yard," the trainer said. 
“Everyone loves having him 
around again." 

No dope 
found in 
Trigger 

The official analysis of samples 
taken from the Melbourne Cup 
flop Double Trigger have found 
no prohibited substances in the 
favourite’s system. 

“They’ve said he is clear and 
I am quite happy," Mark John- 
ston, the four-year-old’s train- 
er, said after arriving back in 
Middleham yesterday from 
Australia. 

An irregularity had been re- 
ported in Double Trigger's pre- 
race blood lest - which almost 
prevented his taking part - and 
it was also shown in the post- 
race urine sample. But it was 
found to be caused by a 
metabolite of a substance which 
is a naturally occurring cons- 
tituent of some feedstuffs and 
was subsequently found in 
analysis of the feed given to 
Double Trigger before the race. 

Johnston said: “It is still a 
mystery why he ran like he did 
{27th of 20]and we will have to 
sit down and have a bit of a 
think about iL” 


AINTREE 


B 000006 MACE (S)S Meier 6 10 5 

7 500644 1HSONESFDRALKX (8) J GoUe 7 104.. 
-7 1 


_CMsWoM>(3) 
FtanB 


HYPERION 

1-ig Take The Buckskin U50 Frontier Flight 
230 Clay County 2^0 Jawant 3^0 Spanish 
Light 3.50 Rachael's Pawn 


BQTMfe 2-1 Hooter RJgd, 9-4 Explore IAdmM, 6-lTashreef, 7-1 Don 
Theta, B-intaaeribrefca, 10-1 DMgy Dancer, tt-1 Mace 


[ 2-20 


UETHEBY& BARRETT HANDICAP CHASE 


GOING: Grand Nadonal coarse - Good lo Finn; MUdmay course 
- Good w Finn; Hmtlle coarse - Good ro Finn. 

J TVu IcTI-hand courses- Grand NjihwI dr ain s 2 1 . mfl oand 
triangular with a nm- In at slmoM. SOOydt Massive spnur -rod fir fence*, 
icvcral oitfi i steep drop on (be landing *de- Mfldiuay come I*. 
miles round, convenlkwia] fences. 

■ Racecourse Is NE oT dfcr, one mile -from the M57 onihcA£9. 
Airurw railway stoiton (served by LtorpooJ, Uroe St) <*dK>in«i lhe 
course. ADMISSION: Counpr Stand SI4; Taoemfis £7 l ac- 
companied under- 16o free both cndoaurcs). CAB PARK: Coon- 
jy $mnd £5 (advance booking only): Western 12; Central free. 


(CLASS R) £10000 added 2ra if 110yds 

1 31121-4 CUT COWRY {20) MMHanfTWfl ^3120 B Storey 

2 gPim DEJ0nMAN{]3){C)(D)(GF) WCungan81D0 

P IfflMM (5) 

3 13-4133 IWSMBWinranBChsniiOBlfilOO AMttn 

-ateetared- 

MMtxjo) mlgnt 10m True tefldkap twftfn: De A mtaan 9tt 12ft. Pats 
MflOrci 9sr 10BL 

BETTING: 2-5 CSsy County, 7-2 Da Juntas, 5-1 Pair MbsM 

lO eo | COMPASS GROUP HANDICAP HURDLE 
I"l (CLASS Q £8|000 added 3m 110yds 
J mi -41 JMMM(43)(nnJScaq£71110 Mt*m 




122/P2- GRACE CARD (241) M RUbxtauseS 115 LCTHata 

1310-53 R05UWMAE (44) (D) Mb J ItotnsdWi fi 11 1 RfenHy 

066-131 ADHEN(U){D) MraSBamtl7 104{5w) 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Brumon 11.15)* Explore Mon- 
dial ( 1.60) haw been sent 246 miles by T Dyer from Inver- 
gowrfe, T eyside. — 


J*K 


V LEITHS EVENTS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
-k-LOl D) £4,000 added 3m llftyds 


5 363221 nranm (WSN Pliaw* 51D0 £gD 
-Gducbmd- 

Mttmum wBfrit 10st Die hartfleap Aihenm 9a 10b. 
BETIMK 7-4 Jnflpi, 114 Adrian, 34 Rasta Mae, 6-1 Buds Card, 7- 
lABwrtno anon 


1 02 5132 KAIASADI (USA) (71 Mbs J S Dijlte 4 U 5 • - 

2 0F53U2 DAUBMAN(20|JW«7110 

3 23322W lWCEllCBUCKSffll{lfi)lTtaTBon Janet S 11 OJMdOjM 

a 6 BaBWHCTT0 y4U l l 3- * rktlWn 

BSTB*: Hat***, 7-4 take nm todtete, 5-1 D-faw**, 10-1 


o on! BATEMAN CATERING NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5j000 added 3m 1 


1 142- lltt SfWfSH UGHT (16) G NctBdS B 11 12 A Dobbin 

2 1U01-15 S80D RB6A (16) $F) S Mater 6 11 6 CMaWctt{5) 

3 2/SKU UOW-SKP TO Mb S teiBi 6 11 0. — ' 

-3 


F) £3,500 added 2m 110yds 


rj i am®- — — - — 

1 215221 

2 aw- 

3 D11-F43 ttSa®MW J kW5U6 -.— m jTea^^O) 

4 033632 EJMD* MONDIAL (11) T Dyer 4 111 ECJiriwoPJ 

5 «O^ "DCHTDC!N0(14)JMaS?lfl 6 


BETTMte B-ll Spsrish ilgM. 34 Saod Hoes 8-1 HMqttfldp 

I^TcaI chartwells mares intermediate 

i NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £2300 added 
2m 110 yds 

1 31 RADMIL'S DMfft 09) J Eire 5 11 11 ! — OPsm 

2 IA BH1A VUA N 7«BW>4*«S 5 11 4 MKa«Hqr<7) 

3 3 MARim BUCKLE PS3JJ Goto Bll 4 FPmttffl 

l 4 POUT CtBStS ' 0 MaJ Goort*w 4 U 4 — B Storey 
s M RA R HcSnsnead 5 11 4 Gmy Lyons 

-SdMtaad- 

Benwfc tMHwhoarsO-o. Win BaBuMh 7-1 »R*,31 WyCto- 
dm, 2D-1 Hntna BneMe 



Morley Street 'getting above himself and sparking’ 


ASCOT 

lAfk LARGE ACnONk back to the 
obstacles he likes after a somewhat 
stuUeiing chasing debut at Unoxelcr 
earlier this roonJh and with ibe con- 
di lions firmly in his favour should vin- 
dicate his trainer's decision to aim 
for the Champion Hurdle. Atoms 
and Putty Rood are no pushovers but 
have to concede weight to Large Ac- 
tion and Oh So Risky and this 
should prove beyond than. Ota So 
Risky may lack the Gtness to upset 
ibe odds. 

□□□ 

3.10: Wonder Man showed the 


Photograph: Trevor Jones 



change of stables had freshened him 
up when seeing off Nakrr at Chel- 
tenham last Friday. Bui the 10-year- 
old also displayed the worrying 
tendency he has to miss out the odd 
fence and MARTIN'S LAMP can 
take advantage of this together 


with the Sib he receives. Martin's 
Lamp had form of the highest qual- 
ity last season, running Morceli 
and Dancing Paddy close at Aintree 
when reluming from injury. 

□CD 

3-40: Reg Akebursi is such a mas- 
ter of placing his horses in handi- 
caps that it would probably be 
unwise to look further that SILVER 
GROOM here. This useful Flat 
performer beat Mister Dram at 
Sandown a fortnight ago despite 
making a mistake at the last. He 
should improve enough to see off 
Golden Arrow and T hinkin g TVke. 


SEDGEFSELD 


HYPERION 

12L20 Tempering 12L50 Stags FeU 3-25 Shah- 
gram 2J00 Boon WHBam Z3 n ” -*e 3 JOO Per- 
sian View 3-30 Cade 'ix " ^re 


GOING: Gnod. 

■ USi-hand. undulating coii. easy raws and long run-in on duse 
coane of Sn^ds. 

■ Gouiwio lm SW of lawn near June WTAfiBO and A177. Buses 
from Stockton station l«ml nr Durham "lotion (12ml. ADMIS- 
SION: Paddock 17 lUVPs SU.Wl; l our-? S3. CAB PARK: bee. 


o rift | W A STEPHENSON MEMORIAL NOVICE 
^*^1 CHASE (CLASS D) £6,000 added 2m 5f 

..Lwyw 


215200 BOLLfft MLLMM Ct3) M M Easteiby 7 10 12. 

OOP-423 MS WAV (10H H Johnson 6 10 12 

P544M H5H GBJT (21J P Eeamcrt 9 10 12 


_P Cartony 
-JiSamto 


SIS 


BACMG 

CHANNEL 


3 MOON CASHE {39} V Thompson 7 10 12— iM tlaxqm 
BOJR3* NOTABLE EXCEPIKM (20) Mrs M Revetey6 1012 PMwm 

000000 PRa®tHRST(7)Jrt*re6m^ ATbornkai 

6RJP-03 STRONG HEASUE (14) PCheesDnu^i ?1012 — TFked 

50FCF4- TUXJRFm£M(2S2JJWaae6101T K Janes 

605-406 RSQ K1N6 (7> M Banes 5 10 11 PWagCOtt 

-Sdedwtd- 

BETTMO: 44 anKn HMan, 7-2 ISrtabie Bcapflon, 31 Us Wajr, 31 Uoofl 
Castla, 30-1 Baba) Ktaj. 12-1 Irish Gent 25-1 attars 


WINNERS IN TEE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: UTeee («30» has been sera 291 
irdtei by P Bonn ftem Harofcnhmst, Dyfcd; Perstan View (.3.00) 
sent 2T,7 miles by K Buflto’ tram Upper Lamboum, Berta. 


2J3Q 


COLIN MACANDREW HANDICAP CHASE 
(AMATEUR RIDERS) (CLASS F) £3300 
3m 3f 


To on HNO TRUCK SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,400 added 2m If 110yds 


1 GR-3U1 WffitlOHCOJPBoaen 8 125(5ai 

2 3003ft JOE WAfltE (10) (C| J H Johnson 9 11 8 (5e>l . 


rR Fort (71 


-MrCBaanorO) 


AW 0- HER TIORIY NBC |443} J Panes 9 120 — R McCarthy (7) 

2562 BBACRemmaiTE (8) LLJojd- James 51110 PCartwry 

0624/ TEMPBWG (92Q D Qupnan 9 11 7 PMdfloyp) 

1HTO2 STEADFAST BJIE (6) p) J J OTtei 4 11 1 — ARocte(3) 
QPP0C3 DUTCH BLUES (214) (O (Uj Mrs S Austin S 11 DD MMnsoa 
530454J KNM.RAWraD«0er5lD13 AManBars(7) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 055-222 PALACE RIVEB (34) (BFJ D McSact 7 10 10 DJMoMt 

8 352605 WBD TO KI (22) (D)M Bandog 8100 — AanStakaB 

-Sdsdared- 

AMnum ae^iC lb5L true handfcap «tpc MM to Get 9a J8 l 
BETIWQ: 84 Steadfast EKe, 7-2 Bradtenflanlta, 32 Paiaca Mw. 3 
lTamfuriof. 6-1 Dutch Blues, 131 Royal Rank. 20-1 olfeen 


3 U23PTO HUDSON BRV IRHbGR (228) Mrt S Ausln B 11 7 

Us A Famt 

4 5W4P1- JBIDEE (BS) (32mcO) J Hefens 7 10 13 Mr S Satan 

5 61P4-33 BLA2BtBDAHN(39] (CO) JHubtkjehS 1013 


JfcjP Robson (7) 

h 3F5UM) SHULSA0R(2DMnS5Mf>8105 Mr P Mtnray (7) 

- 6 declared - 

BEFTMG: 94 Jaa White, S3 Utoos, 7-2 Jendea, 4-1 Etadag Dawn, 8-1 
Hsdsen Bay Trader, 33-1 SM Saar 


12.50 


HAnvwars ladt jockeys hw hur- 
dle (CLASS F) £2,600 2m 5f 110yds 

05P- ABBEY IAMP (227) J H Mnson 6 11 ID — Mbs P Jknes (5) 


3.00 


2 26260- THE UUGMNS LORD 074} MesLVRUBSfil 9 11 10- 


25100-5 nymiHESDOAJQimsna- 

43FKV DASMMAR {E83) J S MraeB 11 ! 


P Robson (7] 
Soptite HUM 
CUneess(7) 


5 SWJ20- IBV CHARGES {173} P Beamon 8 11 2 A hnefl 

6 36/610 [HATH) SOUND (2Q M teracta^i 9 ID 13 -Am Stokel 

7 -V5R2W STABS FOX [22) (C) I CuHibcn 10 10 6 MCBttlnt 

S 564040 SHBJON AB8ET (10) (Q J Wade 9 10 6 Jfcs E J Jooas f7J 


HARPINGTON CLAMB4G HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £2J500 added 3m 3f 110yds 

1 0622-36 MOHABU (11} (C) Ms M (taeley 9 11 9 PNtan 

2 523-161 PERSMN VEIf (16) (D) KBai°y5116 ATbomton 

3 55 RWBOU WNG (55) J Wade 5 10 11 DHyw(7) 

4 CP5T4-0 HuraHlTOACH (B® v ffemeecn 9 10 6 DIMtaa 

- 4 declared — 

BEnvnL 4-7 Roman Vfsw; 11-8 Monaii, 33-1 Rentfoo Wn& BO-1 BMa- 
baBIMi 


BErma: 3-1 Ry Tb Tbs End, 7-2 IM e hii l Soul, 9-2 Stags Ftf. 11-2 
SMItH Abbey, 7-1 Tba Lau0Ung lort, 8-1 Near Charges, ID-1 ntten 


3.30 


SHEFFIELD INSULATION HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS F) £4/>00 added 2m If 
0324P-0 NOOmraDE (71 u Barnes ID 120 


3-25 


324344 StUHGRAM 0BQ (34) P Beaumm 7 11 12 . 

4223a 5 GOBINAMOIBl P7] J Bealgy 9 11 9 ICaH0iM 

25-2323 HEKTHHEW (IQ (D) i FitiGadd B 118 WDaon 


SEDGEFIELD BOOKMAKERS HANDI- 
CAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 
2 m If 110yds 

10PQ/P0 SHANNON 6L9I (20) MSnft 9 120 B (tartar 

10103 HAVE A MGHICAP (26) (0) N Utmoden 6 11 9 .W Mantua 

44-5P13 NOCATCWH{20) (Ctl) KMoipnG 116 ASSntti 

16254- ONCE MORE FOR lUQt (214) Ma M Hanley 4 lllPNbaa 

2-3201 MOEAIKPHEMSECM) Denys Smeh 4 100 

LB taring (3) 


5 3335-23 CIBCUmMH PH P) (BF) 0 MeCesi 9 11 5 DWrirttS) 

Benwe lie Saripaa, 84 Gertameoa, 7-2 CfeEririhn, 7-1 HoiMbh, 
14-1 North PiMa 


-Sttachrad- 

Mhlirxsn weigic 10a. True handfcap ae^ic CbOcbim Proraete 9a 5b. 
BETTWG: 94 Once Hon Fdr Lodi, 114 NocatcShn, 3-1 Hare A MgH- 
eap, 7-2 Cadaan Preabora. 14-1 Shannon Gtaa 








m 


RACING RESULTS 


Resulte«»-ni^ 
( \pwnHti»ry ll83ll ,, U^^ 



WWGANTON 

tao- 1 RfVBT LEVEN [M Do^wr) B-l; 2. 

u £itoottm 2 -iJtfBv: a- 

^ ig.4 11 im. 2-1 Jl tev AB Cteflr (teO- 

4 2 . (D Gandoib. wawag g)- TotK f® 1 !®- 

r? j 50. fi 70 £5^0. DuBn-orocast: £9J30. 

Tta £U7>KX 

2.00S 1. HARWELL LAD W J 

fiM)K 35. «to«a S* 3 **■ 

ner, Btentflkia 

SkEUD. CSF: 

penalty value of EA31 DM- 
2JOS S. ssmes BAND {R RarrartiSWL: 

aasEssfir 

g^£ 7#L CSF: L7JX. Wt ChJtoto- 

Tna £13.00- _ 

9 30; i. SHARP PERFORMS* (ATtarn- 

sksssosssssss 


£24.50. CSF: £39.75. Trxast £277^3. Tn* 
£41.00. 

4JKC 1. UGHTEMJNG LAD [G UpBXU 4- 
-8iav:2.taimU6-i:3.iiotMatorao- 
ty 6-L 6 ran. 6, 7. (J King, Swindon)- Ttrto: 
£L60: £1.40, £2-70- Dual Forecast: £4.20. 
CSF £5J5. NR: Owyrs Lad. 

Ptacfl S: £19D2. Place 6: £41.73. 
Quadpot: £3.80. Pbecepot £11.10. 
Jachpot £8^39.70. 


WARWICK 

12L40: l. WWSHI u f Way) 7-1} a. a 

Loonard 10- 1: 3. Gon|our 12-1. 1£ ran.3- 
1 Co tev Tetnon (4th). 4, 3. fHtes H Krt^rt, 

WjTtaee). Tote: £14L30; £3^0, £4^0. 
£2.10. Dud Forecast £329.70. CSF: £7087. 
Tno: £1303)- part won. Pool of £173-48 - 
carried knvd to Ascot 340 today. 

14K L2BWmoe o Ortemfl) 11-8 tw, 
2. bmolcate 11-4: S. UMABgU Air 11-2. 
lfi ms. 2, IVk (0 Shawood, Upper Lam- 
boum). Tote: £220; £150. £2.00, £L90. 
ttjal Forecast £810. CSF £643. 7ria£a 70. 

L40: L. CONVOY (Muw&eH Kely) 16-1; 
2. Donctee Dancer 33-1; 3. DBcMed P-1: 
4. Abnys Alex 14-L IS ran. 5-1 ter 
SfBnake£lputedup).W(,13.(CMonn,lam- 

txxmLTtatei £3930; £5.70, £1L50,£1J0. 


£a7a Dual ftrecasc £8782aCSF £449D3. 
Tncasfc £3,221 Jg- Tna Not won. pool or 
£164.82 earned forward to Ascot 340 today . 

210: i. IARRVS LOUD (fiuy Lews) 7-4 
ter, 2 Chenge The Act 112; S. Sartmta 
8-L6r*n.5,(teL(PWclio(l£,SnepttxiM3l- 
tat). Tote: £280; £230, £L20. tm Fore- 
cast: £5.10. CSF: £1104. TncaGC £4229. 
NRk Etauart Bay, Zanri. 

240:11000000 TO BE TBIIE (L Wyer) 
7-2 2 Andrew 16-1 2 NUa 2-1 Jt few. 
7 mu. 2-1 Ji ter Maamur (unseated ridat). 
L 20. (M H Easterly, Mafton). Tote: £310; 
£170, £6^0. Dual Forecast: £37.40. CSF: 
£4634. Tricest £129.97. NR: HflTrtt. 
3.10: 1 CLASS OF NTNETTIWO (A 

MBA) 13-2 XChurcb Lm 50-l;2 Rob- 
saad 14-1 9 ran. 11-8 far Onesnentar 
(4tM.¥i,20. (CsplTForeW, VWrtateJ.Tete: 
£10.70; £230, £670, £41». DualRwcasc 
X127JW.CSF: £17835. Trta £17830 -pan 
won. Pool of £183.57 carried forward to A&- 
cot 240 today. 

S^ftlCTOMO NELfR Jahnsonl 3-1; 2 
Tefano Gold 4-1 3. 9$ Strand 11-S fav. 7 
ran. 6, 6. U Speatng. Alcesteri.Tota: £4.00: 
£200, £210. DF: £580. CSF: £14.68. 
Place 5: £41539. Ptaoe & £255934. 
Quadpot: Not won. Pool of £67.70 earned 
torwort to Ascot roday. Wacapot £1636.40 


SOUTHWELL 

1220: 1 ORIMARO (N Adams) 20-1 2 
Fair And Fancy 3-1 fair: 2 PbRmist 16-1 
34ran.2Vr > 4 1 (KMcAUUa, LarUmnUTbto: 
£2290; £4.10, £L6a £29G Dual Forecast 
S7.ea CSF £7667. TncasC £927.78 Tna 
£136.40- part won. Pool ot £46.13 earned 
forwan) to Ascot today. 

1250: 1 PME RIDGE TAD (S D waiams) 
3-L 2 Hawwam 13-4&v; 2 NBstananl 10- 
1 16 ran. V*. 2 UElte. ThnkL Tote £4.10; 
£180. £2.00, £420. Dual Forecast £630- 
CSF: £13.12. Tna £9.70. 

120: 1 DOUBLE DIAMOND (Dean McK- 
eo wn) 2-1 far, 2 Rad Acutrie 7-2; 8 Knave 
9-1 34 ran. 2, 2 (M Johnston, IMrienam). 
Tote: £230: £170, £160, £298 Dual Fore- 
cast: £438 CSF: £10.60. Trtcasc £53.53. 
NR: M concuss*-. Trio: £2020. 

ISO: 1 AMSTOP IS Sandersi 16-1 2 
8aadmoor tanks 11-4 far: 3. Dante's Ru- 
bleoa 14-1 16 ran. 2ft. 17- IJTAWftiBM. 
Epsom}. Tata: £54.90; £14.00. £180. 
fZJSD. Dual Forecast: £6930. CSF: £64^44. 
Tna £20110. 

220: 1 LA BREF <G BertlweB) 5-2 fW, 
2 Rah 7-2- 2 R8ky TU 9-1 13 ran. Hd. 


15. IM Ryan, NewirorhaU- Tote: £3.90; 
£2^0. £210. 13.00. Dual Forecast: £7.00. 
CSF: £13.69. TncasC £7177. Trio: £2188 

250: 1 BE WARNED (D Harmon] 3-1 
tar. 2 Saaormatte 7-1; 3. Mr Bergerac 
12-1 4. toveyomnWkma 14-1 IB ran. 
1*. IV- . IN Callahan, NewmarMH). Tote: 
£3.70; £1.70. £110. £3.90, £3.80. Dual 
Forecast: £27.20. CSF: £28.63. TrtcasC 
£233.45. TnO'. £69.20. After a stewards' 
inqury and oDjectlor by the second to the 
winner, the placing) remained unaltered. 

120: 1 KIND OF LIGHT (D FtanBcn) 10* 
1 2 Vera's Hist 5-2; 2 is Finale 2-1 ter. 
15 ran. 7. 2ft. (R Guest Newnarteti. Tot*: 
£82.30; £13.10. £170. £170. Dual Fore- 
case £74.00. CSF: £4127. NR: FlOme'm. 
Tna ai50. 

3J50: 1 BROADSTAIRS BEAUTY (C 
Taaere) 9-1 2 Hever Golf Star 12-1; 8 
Shadow Jury 10-1 4. Lord Sky 25-1 17 
ran. 2-1 fav La Petite Fusee, ft. 1ft. ffi 
Bownne. MansfeU). Tote: £1120; £2S0, 
£5.80. £3.50, £4.30. Dual Forecast 
£128.70, CSF: £12187. Tncost £1047 ja 
Tno: £582.10 - part wen. Pool of £245.97 
earned forward in Ascot today. 

Place a £66.72. Place ft £22.94. 
Quadpot £8.80. Ptacepoc £24.70. 




ASCOT 


HYPERION 

2A0 Large Action 
3JJ) Martin's Lamp (nb) 
3.40 SILVER GROOM (nap) 


U)0 Swing Quartet 
135 Certain Angle 

o in Edina ■ 

GOING: bod fGood lo FVitn m 

tawSiSS A329 and A330. Easy access rrom M3 (Junction 3) 
and Ml (Junction 6). taJbW «don (service fiwn Condon Wteatoo) i a^rens count 
ADMISSION: Member* £12 tJwrioc Membera 10-23 years, hair pnee); Grandfland & 
Rvtdock £8: SDvor Kng£3. CAB PARK: 1,2 A 3£4, remainder bw. 


m LEADING TRAINEES: N Twisioa-Davies — IS winner* from 78 runners fibres 
"such* ratio of IP^Hamia kwaio all level stake of 520.21; J (HTToni— 1- wta- 

as ssBiatff LEi’sssc -Jinar 

^ sTffstoSS- 13 winners, G6 rides, 20H, +£23 J50. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Wcu«**r Men 13.1 0) non at CSukenham cm Fhday. 

LONO-OISTANCE WINNERS: HmWtooI* (1J)0), MDo Boy (2.10j, EnppVe»(3.10J 

A Non Vfarrt*. (3.40) have bera MittlW miles by M Chapman from Martel Basen, 
LmcotnsMre- 


j^QQl BINGLEY CONDTITONAL JOCKEYS' NOVICE HURDLE 



1S533A 

DO 



2 

BERDMWW8AV(I3)(**sO0rBkSraBdGBald*ig5114 

Bferioa 

3 


FAR SKW8S (A N Sewnond KBaley4 11 « 




iivay WKM raou iA D Woftm i Gits*) 6111 — — ... 

LAsprl (5) 


oo-l SMNQ QUARTET (22) IA Ml 


L Far Sprfa&s 5-1 Dbm 14-1 B«tragti- 


BEJTW8: me S«*« Quart*. 7-d lh»V 
bey Bay, 33-1 Modakoola 
159* Oner Tte Mb 7 il D J Ostwme t-9 (0 Stewwfl 5 ran 
FORM GUDE 

Swing Qaertet gat Home Oy lea trtan a lengrii from me odds-or Samtee injmer-up m a 
ncMce handtam mw a big wotftt et denenhsm on Sunday) m a rreelen ewm over an 
extended two ant three-quarter mses at aratford three weete aff> and she sncwW process 
ftirther Because thm vuas far fim a&peerOTce -since her unplaced |unv*« derta at We- 
canton last February. St*, wtii Josh effort's ream m gjod farm, me may resit r a wtn- 
nrw hurttaw bow far LIVELY KNIGHT. D» son ol Remainder Man has nad only me one 
bumper run. hresto® a sewnJenffh rurw-up behind KregWsbnilge m a field of 21 ai 
Newbury m March. Ha 6 half-brother to the wrwig chaser Mght Session. The one-paced 
Dewn Ffight has SI least tod ptemy of axpenence and was a Soumwel winner last May. 
Selection: LIVELY KNIGHT 


135 


CHARLES DAVIS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£ 12,0 00 added 3m UOyds Penalty Value £8^64 

1 2/U352P- TEXAN BABY (2(4) (C B Sanflasoni N IreamGaws 6 120 DBridewtar 

2 32-ira DOCS DILBAU (27) [BF) Been Hairt PannersJKp) K Orty S 11 12 RDunnody 

3 MU-FLU CSTTON ANGLE (3) [BF) (The FMorni Sjrttcalel P HctoM 6 11 8 6Tamey(3) 

A 3UOO10- CHABABTS NBL (224) (M Kar-Dmeen AMS Mmanl G tateg 7 11 3.^ P McCoy 
5 44-4552 COtH. CHARACTER (U) [Nch Bkn) R tatter 7 10 1 -BPwwri 

BETTMQ: 2-1 Tana BrOy, W Certak Antfe, 7-2 Does DBemm*. 4-1 Ctarmer't Mel, 8-1 Gael 

I99fcCnteraiy8fly9 JDS WMarswnfl-LI flfcs JfWmHTU 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Certain Angle beat COOL CHARACTER gamely by a length at Exeter 12 m 60 on 31 Oc- 
tober but fell frre out on f*s feneng debut behind Brambtebfi! Bur* at Newton Attxx be- 
fore that and unseated early m Die race won by Dial mal on a return to the tauertracH 
on Tuesday. These fences are iou£i and Cod Ctoraoer, witn a 9b aduamaga and n 
first wne Umhers. can avenge that E mar da feat, though there might not to much m iL 
Both should l»t out the extra distance. Teun Baby , winner of e bumper at Waiwch three 
seasons bach and two long-distance hurtle races m 1993-94, unseated on ms chasing 
bow last term but was placed twice afterwards. Coming Irani the In-farm Nigel Twtston- 
□avies yard. Tesvt Baby win not lack tor fitness but al hfe wins have been wtth five in 
the pound. Docs DSetrana, successful at tMncsnmr in June but beaten when toppfing 
over am out at Souttmal next time, toUoued wnft a snen-Jwigtfi second to PoJden JArlde 
at Cheltenham and taiuhed a long way n front on Cool Character when third touted Celtie 
Land at Worcester. However, my selection appears to nave processed since and can turn 
that running around. Selection: COOL CHARACTER 


2JD 


PUNCH BOWL NH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5000 
added 3m Penalty Value £3£83 

131 JHIfS CROSS (46) Sesle Ganrii Racng) G BaUpg 5 11 4 A P McCoy 


264-6 CAMP BANK (16) (BF) (Mre J Moiiffi N Tinaon-Dans 5 10 12.. 

244034- CRANE HL(UB) (Rod Hamtert P Hobbs 5 ID 12 

12-0 RJXBfMi (13) (BF) (Mn Shrty Rotxns) 0 Shennofl 5 10 12 — 
GRAPNC DGSHBi (GPS (pnm) Ijnwl) G Harwood 6 ID 12- 

2-0 HKTCWM BOV (16) (Robert Bertoni D Mdvrtni 5 ID 12 

NORMARANBE (0 Oats) D Grtssel 51012 

00 aUBOr(aiAJMNonGlMOapmsn4lDU 

BUNA (Derre Ytardyi K Badey 5 10 7. 


-Peter Hofata 
. — I Osborne 
— MPemtt 
..-JMMto 
_M nebards 


fi a 

_w wonoMigtixi 

— RDtUNoody 


-Bdeeteed- 

BETTWG: 2-1 Jtar^i Craea, 7-2 Fubow, 5-1 Crane HR, B-l Camp Baak, 7-1 Hatchem Boy, ft- 
1 Btae, 12-1 ftiyMe Daal0w, 26-1 otfam 
1994: no conespondng race 

FORM GUDE 

Runner-up behind St hnr Groom at Sbatfart a year a^i an tas hiadng debut when trained 
by Oawd rbchateon, FOXBOW nos not seen again lwtOI a couple of weeta ago at Crep- 
etowvrtere. despite the layoff, he wen off fewurtie, albeit an easy one. FcedwuA. back- 
ere newer really looked lhe cobaebng with Jamie Ortocme punng him under pressure fatly 
a mie out and the five-year-old could mana^ only ninth of 11 finishers behind General 
Crack. Still. FoRbaw, now in Ofcver Sherwood's yard, must Dfl&ess as a result of that race 
and to can open his account -Moray's Crone is the obvious threat havng made a win- 
ning hunting debut wtth odds of 3-1 laid on et Fortwefl fast month. Before that, he won 
a bumper on Ns Introduction at Worcester n June, fadowfng with a dtree-lengih Kurd of 
18 lo My Old China m a srniBar event at the same track. Camp Bank, who ran wed in 
three NH Flat races last term, w« be the better for his sixth to King Grseach on has hur- 
ting bow at Newton Abbot 16 days ago. Select io n: FOXBOW 


2-40 


COOPERS & LYBRAND HURDLE (CLASS A] 
(Grade 2) £22000 2m 4f Penalty Value £Mj(H4 


BBC2 


141113- PUTTY ROAD (224) (D) (Lady (toms) D Nelrtsor 5 11 ID 

2260-11 XTOURS (13) (0 ff»i So Rose Pannoshty D Bawnti 7 11 5- 
10212-5 CAU. MV QUEST (13) (D) (DereV D Cteel R Peacock 5 11 0 . 


’Holley 
^AP McCoy 
-JOsboree 


4 11123-1 LARfiE ACTION (14) (B T S»verl-BK»Hi) 0 Shcnecd 7 11 0 

5 V00PH- MQR1EV 5IRST (432) (CD) Mcflael Jackson Btaotoort LxD G Baring 11 11 0 

— G Boday 

6 /22/310- ON SO RISKY (349) (CD) (The (ft SaRcky SyndcaB>l D toenh 8 11 0 — R Dmoody- 

BETTMG: 8-13 U«e Action, 7^ Ob So Miy, 5-1 Atouis, 8-1 Putty Road, 20-1 Martsy Street 
25-1 tel My tend 

U94e Oh So tay 7 U 0 P Hrtsr 8-11 (D BsMXth) 4 vn 
FORM GARDE 

Morley Street, who won the Champion Hurtle m 1991 and has landed the Martel Hur- 
tle at Aintree four bmes, comes out of retirement here in a race he toe* r 1990 (by an 
easy three lengths tram Safan Cfe Loir) and 1991 (by a net* farm Nngs Curate). After 
partnering Toby Bakings veteran in a recent gallop. Graham Bradley said: "Morley Souei 
fait good and looked good. It's not posstote to say it he is bock to anywhere near his old 
form after ridmg hen over jus* half a m*e and four hurries, but I am looking forward to 
finding out on Friday. - (x is difficult in oppose last season's Champion Hurtle nmner-up, 
LARGE ACTION, on these terms wtth Ofever Sherwood's runner getting lOtb from the Sim 
Allance Nonce Hurrie vetor. Puny Road, and 5to from Atraars, who ftntstod a tusen 
lengths behind fam in the hurtSng own last March. Large Actor, third behind Ratey 
Owe and Ob So Risky m the 1993 Champion, beaten a length and a luff and ttwee- 
quaners of a length, reams to hurning after an un impressive wmnng chasing debut at 
Uttmeter a fartnght back. Oh So RKky. who UMM up in this when odds -on a jew Qfp 
alter an unlucky m behind Vatfinat at Wmcanrari mu weeks carter, comes here ths 
bn* without a race n 349 days but looks The ri#u one far forecast backers. Putty Road 
had Call % Guest a fang way behind in 13fli at the FtesovaJ but finished three and a 
half lengths adrift or mis rival when they were second and thtrt behind Tervel at Aintree 
In AprV and is 2fo worse off. Selection: LARGE ACTION 


3JL0 


MANICOU HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£15j000 added 2m Penalty Value £10,260 


BBC2 


1 2C9FO-1 WONDER MAN (7) (D) flfc Srrty RDbrW N ItertfKn 101201 


2 20223- MARINS LAMP (?2Q (D) (A Mrs F C Wekn) D Mcnrison B 11 B. 


-A* A 


1 TIT 2 P- GALES CAVALBf (248) (CD) Raong) D GandoHp 7 11 5 . 
11332-1 KBRST fLSI (CD) {Mrs Jl Emeiyi P HoUt- 8 10 1- 


Jl Dwyer 
-A P McCoy 


323561 RUPPl£S(U)II))(Eia»ritaMCHaeje)MQBpiiBi810 0|4e4.WHIiMtatoa 

— 5 doclMfld — 

AOnhium Bs^e: JOst 7h» tandeep nefgic Hart To G« fa JJJbL 

BETTING: 5-4 Wttatar Mao. M tMtaTfe laav, U-4 tan Cawrifar, B-l Nbreet. BO-1 Rtoplu 
1994: Oh So Gharey 6 10 0 R Durmoody 10-11 (Mrs J (tamngron. Iri) 4 can 
FORM 


WOndar Man ^red his first suxess for almost three years when egit fangfts too good 
tor sofitaiy rival Wafer (who usually needs he opening run) at Chetanham a week ago on 
he first outing sfato Apnf and first frtm NSdcy Henderson's yarn. However, a drb pwtuty 
puts the farmer Deud NKhofeon-trained ID-year-old on 12st and I snaB took etsewnwe 
tor the winner. Klbreet and Ruppies also both want in first nme up at Chepstow and Lud- 
fow, respectively. You can Tor^n Rupptes. who beat some modest opposition and Is 318) 
wrong fa ihe wights factoring a 41b penalty but Nbreet. who made virtually ai under I2st 
at ine Welsh track and shoulders 2llb less the arm despite a Hlmse, wD rut be tar 
away. Even so. I tore the look of GALES CAVALER.wtio may lack a recent race but won 
ms first tour when put to fencing last term and tote from me Jn-fatm yard of David Gan- 
dotfo. Gales Cavaaer was a couree and riatanoe sewer early tms year and i was paittcu- 
tey m pressed wnh he jumping oftna stiff Kempton fences when he slammed Society 
Guest 20 lengtfs in December. Marta’s Lamp, winner of a bumper and a hurtle race 
m Ufa younger days for Josh GWortTs stable, looked a useful prospect after his suxess- 
fU crasaig bow at Cheltenham last term. 

GALES CAVALIER 


3-40 


LADBROKETRMLHAMXAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£1AD00 added 2ro UDyds Penalty Value 
£6^592 


BBC2 


1 231/224- SW 5UVS [fB5 (2721 W) (Siron Sanstuyl T Refer 7 12 D_... 

2 MJWD- THNQNGTVIKE(20Q (mEdMcGrah)NHBndBmvi6iiu IR 

3 J32P-1 StLSSI GROOM 035(D) [Die 9)wr Daring Ffatnasho) RAleferst 5115 __S Rjeo (7) 

4 42210-3 SHD0R((7)fSesnQevra)SDni4112 A, 

5 26120-5 AUANCIO (48) (D) ptei H lode) 6 HmwdQ 4112 

e U14P3- KWGSFOID PS {2S1} CD) (G E ttKl M Hayna 6 10 U . . 

7 151006 GOUJBN ARROW (4S) [CD) (PaJ MeAcrl I Bettlg4lQ 10. 

B 333255- STATUACK (253) P) (Mh U E Sfat ) D EfeWJrti 7 10 6 

QI52U0- SUBUNEFaiDir P 25 naadyGctenan)Nttenoaan5105 MAFfizarai 

10 34231-2 NON VMM£ (20) (D)(A&i Mam) M Chapman 4 100 WWot Mnpnn 

11 241154- IMIBEE (193 (P) (M Tabor) NCAdhm 8100 IFTbfey 

-Uriedmd- 

BEITWB: 7-4 SRw 9mm, 7-1 STboA, finfafae Mat H Son tafer, 04 Amncto, Bokta 
Aroir, Htes ra a. 13-1 Khgrfold PeL 14-lTTMdngTefae, ton ftriafo StatataA 


Tran 

FORM GUDE 

saver taxm. aftar making an imprests wtnrang hurtling debut at Sbattort last sto- 
aort, was let down by some ferity jumpvg when placed in hs nea tw outings and he 
was pitied up behind Balanak on desperate pound at Kempton on hb Anal start. Fit from 
the Fla. ftsg Akehuntfs grey made a winning reappearance at Sandown and should go 
dose. Ben so, SUBLIME FELLOW, who tested a. lengths befwd Steer Groom uften 

they were Eocood and thud to Chief s Song here In January, can turn around the fe»m on 

a stone more tenuable terms. He looks well treated on his hanricap debu and is njod 
value at the early morning press. SuMme FeUow. winner of his preceding race by fata 
lengths tern Certainly strong at Ludlow, has not raced once an ^placed effort 
Sum MlffxJtotte at Amtree n the apnngtut N*ky Henttason wti predoee hm ft enortt. 
TbWmg Twice, a stablemate d my sdectnn, was an Aintree wnner ui the spring be- 
fore a seventh of a ug field when tavoune at Punchestown on hb final start. He has 
etKfagh welgre, norever, and has to concede 20ib to SuUine FeJlow, the mount of sta- 
ble jockey Mick RngBrokL Sun Surfer may find Ns I2st too much on Ns tea apoea- 
Onco ance fast February, but Shoofk, all the better far N5 trura toNnd Myaw at CteltE«m 
aweekaes. S slc rt te ru SUBUkg FEaow 
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England signal the end of hoof and chase 


Another 


Glenn Moore on a promising display by 
Terry Venables’ patient performers 


Roy Hodgson was generous in 
defeat “ If English football is as 
bad as all tbe inquests keep say- 
ing it is, it must be a remarkable 
performance by the coaching 
staff to get the national team 
playing like that 1 ' So said the 
Switzerland manager after his 
team bad lost 3-1 to England at 
Wembley on Wednesday. 

Hodgson meant that the Eng- 
lish game was not that bad after 
aH Maybe not, but his comments 
are more accurate wh .n taken at 
face value. English club results 
in Europe have been so consis- 
tently poor that there clearly is 
a lot wrong with their game. 

It is [tartly due to technique, 
but it is also a question of 
knowledge and approach. Tbe 
"remarkable achievement" of 
Terry Venables and his staff is 
that they have coached England 
players not to play the way 
they do at club level. 

The message is getting 
through. Before Wednesday's 
match Tony Adams and David 
Platt both talked of the need for 
patience; during the game most 
of the team shewed it. Teddy 
Sheringhara’s goal followed at 
least 15 passes involving every 
outfield player except Alan 
Shearer and Adams. Stuart 
Pearce and Paul Gascoigne were 
each involved three or more 
times as England patiently 
probed for an opening on the left 
while getting forward in num- 
bers. They then switched the play 
and attacked from the righL 

“I was pleased that, when we 
could not go forward, we did not 
try and force it and lose the ball" 
Venables said. "We brought the 
ball back out. moved them 
around and made space to get 
quality balls forward. We 
changed the play well." 

Other chance-creating moves 
were similarly prolonged. At 
last the hoof-and-chase "direct- 
play" philosophy as espoused by 
Charles Hughes is being ex- 
punged from official policy (even 
if Hughes is stHl the FA’s direc- 
tor of coaching and education ). 

To be fair to Hughes his phi- 
losophy may have worked 20 
years ago. but defences are 
better organised now, teams de- 
fend deeper and in greater 
numbers and patience and cun- 
ning is usually required to break 
them down. There is, however. 
Still a case for direct football of 
a different type - as Steve 
Stone showed with his aggres- 
sive running and preparedness 


cross the ball. "He was first 
class," VenaWes said. "He looks 
like he has been there foryears, 
he did so when he first came 
into the squad. He is a fighter, 
too, which is useful to have 
when things are not going well." 

Slone’s success contrasted 
with Steve McManaman's in- 
effectiveness. Wing him to a 
fixed role on the left, as ap- 
peared to happen, dramatical- 
ly reduces his potency. He is too 
one-footed to go by defenders 
on the left wing with any con- 
sistency. Yet giving him a free 
role would affect England's de- 
fensive discipline and shape. 

Unfortunately there are no 
obvious alternatives - the only 
English-born left-footed winger 
of international class is Ryan 
Giggs. Darren Anderton, is one 
possibility, if he can regain fit- 
ness in time, for bis game offers 
more than McManaman’s. 

"Can Anderton play on the 
left?" Venables was asked. “He 
can do so many tilings. He can 
play in a free role, in the cen- 
tre. on the right or left. He has 
two good feeL He and Stone 
could play in the same team." 

Between the wide players il is 
worth persevering with Jamie 
Redknapp and Paul Gascoigne. 
The only reservation is Gas- 
coigne’s lack of tactical discipline. 
Venables noted: “At 2-1 up he 
left his position too often and iso- 
lated Robert [Lee]. I wanted him 
to boss the midfield and rely on 
the front four to get the third 
goal but be was up the left wing 
and. .. I don’t know." Gascoigne, 
as ever, can still perplex and in- 
furiate even the most under- 
standing of managers. The 
hard-working Lee covered well 
for him on Wednesday, better 
than Redknapp would. Howev- 
er, Redknapp has a better touch 
and vision while Lee looks more 
of a squad player than a first- 
choice international. 

Further forward, Shering- 
ham's thoughtful performance 
causes as many problems as it 
solves. Peter Beardsley has 
more nous, Nick Barm by more 
pace and energy, yet Shearer 
seems happier with Sheringham 
than either. He is certainly hap- 
pier playing in a partnership. 

England next play Portugal, 
on 12 December. Venables has 
just one day - a Tuesday- to 
prepare for the match. It may 
not be long enough to switch 
from playing Premiership rush, 
to international patience. 



rises an 


Non4^aguenotetiook 

RUPERT METCAlF^ \ ■ 

The Premtersh^ leaders; New- 
castle United, are nqf the only : 
footballing successstoiyoaTy . 
neside this season, (^ thesnatb 


Ball winner Alan Shearer appears happier with Sheringham sharing the striking role for England 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Hair loss proving England's gain 


Those who were surprised at 
Steve Stone’s sudden and ac- 
complished success in the Eng- 
land team clearly have less of a 
grasp of footballing heritage 
than Teny Venables. Stone’s ar- 
rival marked a return to a tra- 
dition apparently lost under 
the managership of Graham 
Taylon the cruaal role to be 
played in tbe national set-up by 
the midfield slap-head. 

Football histoiy is littered 
with the feats of the prematurely 
hair-free. Some, like Ralph 
Coates. Terry Hennessy, David 
Armstrong and the daddy of 
them all, Bobby Charlton, 
cheered the nation's heart both 
with their efforts on the field, and 


the manner in which they fou gfrt 
so valiantly against the reality of 
hair loss. Coates, for instance, is 
remembered for the extraordi- 
nary manner in winch be left not 
only full-backs trailing in his 
wake, but also a bloom of hair 
which he had earlier scraped 
over the top of his dome from 
more hirsute parts of his hotly in 
the unlikely hope we would all 
believe it grew out of his scalp, 
rather than his arm-pit 
Not that you can blame play- 
ers like Coates for trying to dis- 
guise their problem. Even in 
these days when the fashion is 
for a number one crop, it is no 
easy life being a footballer 
bereft of bamet. Stone, re- 


Jim White looks 
at the bald facts 
of footballers with 
nothing on top 

member, is the same age as 
Jamie Redknapp, but it seems 
unlikely the acreage of his bare 
bonce adorns as many teenage 
bedroom walls as Redknapp's 
trendily teased locks. At every 
stadium he plays, the cries of de- 
rision will echo in his ears. 
That includes the Q'ty Ground. 
Even when fans attempt to 
cheer on the tonsorially chal- 
lenged player on their own 
team, they can’t help pointing 


out his handicap (“Stevie 
Bould, Stevie Bould,” chant 
Arsenal fans, “he ain’t got no 
hair, but we don’t care.") 

Thus to succeed againstthese 
odds. Lhe youthful baidie win de- 
velop nerves of steel and the de- 
termination of a soldier anL The 
fear involved in stepping out at 
Wembley for the first time will 
be as nothing to the suffering en- 
dured when being called “But- 
tock-head" during a League 
encounter with Middlesbrough. 
This extra edge developed by no- 
li airs has been recognised by 
other national teams. The Ital- 
ians, for instance, have Lom- 
bardo, a role model for the 
thinnin g everywhere. And ar- 


guably the best midfielder in the 
last World Cup was Letchkov of 
Bulgaria, a man who daimed his 
hair loss was precipitated by fall- 
out from Chernobyl. 

As yet Stone has not blamed 
Druridge Bay power station, 
just up the coast from his 
Gateshead birthplace, for his 
premature follide damage, but 
nonetheless, after Wednesday 
his future in an England shirt 
looks assured. And if Teny 
Venables takes the hint, match- 
es him in midfield with Drap- 
er of Aston Villa and persuades 
Gazza to stick his head in a 
basin-full of Immac, the Euro- 
pean Championship is as good 
as England's. 


years, and could damrsecbnil- 
piace in the GM 
ference if they beat ffiitteing # 
the In ternatio^I-j^^u^ 
tomorrow. • ■ • 

The successors tofije-fi^jf 
the same name who Tost the* . a 
place in tbe Footballl 
I960, GatesheadlweajreaJis- 

tic chance of promotion to the 
Third PMsfomjlfe facifiries a t ■■ 
their home grpju^^which is-’ 
more famous for posting -high- 
profile athletics events, enrnj g 
they would not soffenhe same 
fate as KrddernnnstormdMac- 
desfield, both denied: access uj 
the Endsleigh League because' 
of problems with ttefr grounds; 

The man behind their rise is 
Colin Richardson,' who took.- 
charge at Gateshead two yeas - 
ago. He won 25 trophies aihis 
five previous clubs - Fenyha^., - . 
Whickham, NewpastieJ3hie 
Star, North Shidds' 7 and^ ’ 
BridhngtonTbwn-amitfiisafli 
hungry for more. . \ ... 

Richardson finnlybdieveshis^ 
side can win the Codfershre jins 
season. "That’s what we’r&ah 
in it for," he said last nigh^as r 
he looked forward to extendhg 
his team's run of six winsin thek - 

last seven matches. “We're scot" 
ing goals now and not giving 
them away. We've changed* -f 
few things for the better.- : 

Unlike some of their rivals in . 
the Conference, who have paid 1 
out sizeable fees to strengthen 
their squads. Gateshead haw . ' 
signed their five recruits this 
term on free transfers: strikers . 
Dean Trott from Northampton, / 
Paul Thompson from Hartle- 
pool and Sam Kitchen from." 
Doncaster, plus midfielder 
Derek Ord from Gretna and 
goalkeeper Sean Musgraye 
from Sunderland. Richardson k 
so confident in his squad's abil- 
ity that he has allowed the 
chib's top scorer for the past two 
seasons, Paul Dobson, to move 
on to Bishop Auckland for a 
four-figure fee. 


Chris holding CD cabe up. 

. . .ACTUALLY, CAN YOU GET ME 
THIS ON VINYL. HAVE WE GOT 
THIS ON VINYL? Yeah there's 
one in the box Janie fetches 
Yanessa Paradis* 7-inch . . .but 
I don't think the turntable 
is working, Chris. DON'T 
WORRY. RECORD PLEASE... puts 
record on turntable and needle 
on record But the turntable's 
bust... I DON'T WANT TO PLAY 
IT, I'M JUST GOING TO SMASH 
IT FOR THE FRENCH PROTEST. 


The Breakfast Show 
DJ: Chris Evans 
Time: 6:30 - 9am 
Mondays - Fridays 
Frequency 97 - 99FM 
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In search of the 
beautiful game 
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faa recent edition of the BBC's 
documentary series on Euro- 
pean football, Football, Fussbatt, 
WxtbaJ, Hugh Mcflvanney re- 
called a fellow Scottish jour- 
nalist^ comment after Real 
-Madrid had beaten Eintracht 
Frankfurt 7-3 at Hampden Park 
in I960. “It’s all very well, hut 
would our punters stand for that 
evety week?" McUvanney was 
asked. “They have just stood 
around for an hour, stunned 
with admiration," McDvanney 
replied. “Would they stand for 
it? They would like the chance." 

Modem defensive techniques 
and attitudes mean the 1 996 Eu- 
ropean Championship is unlike- 
ly to bring us anything to equal 
that match, but it could give the 
British game the confidence to 
reappraise its approach. Tony 
Adams said this week that the 
public needed to be educated to 
expect a more patient game. As 
the wide interest in the BBC sc- 
ries and Channel 4 s coverage of 
Italian football has illustrated, 
they may be ready to learn. 

Thoughts are" increasingly 
turning to Euro 96 following the 
conclusion on Wednesday of the 
qualifying competition (although 


Is the time right for 
British football to 
alter its approach? 
asks Glenn Moore 

the Iasi of the 16 places will not 
be decided until next month's 
play-off between the Republic of 
Ireland and the Netherlands). 

The last time England sinned 
a major tournament, in 1966, 
Pelc was kicked out of the tour- 
nament. several matches were 
disfigured by malicious and vi- 
olent play, and the winners were 
a side who owed as much to 
Nobby Stiles as Bobby Charlton. 
The consequence was two 
decades of stagnation within 
the English game. This time, 
there is hope of better tilings. 

Since the last World Cup there 
has been a move towards brighter 
football, led by the likes of Ajax 
and encouraged by stricter ref- 
erees. More than half of next sum- 
mer's teams have caughi this 
mood - Croatia. France. Roma- 
nia and Portugal are all enter- 
prising sides while Russia. 
Bulgaria. Germany. Italy and 
England have similar potential. 
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Final qualifying tables 
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France _10 

Slovakia 10 
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Azerbaijan ..... .. 10 

Group Two 

Spain. 10 8 

Denmark 
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.10 

.10 


Cyprus-/. 
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Armenia 10 1 

Group Three 

Switzerland .8 5 

Turkey- _8 4 
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Group Five 
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4 29 14 16 
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Group Four 

Croatia 
Italy. 
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8 
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0 

San Marino ... 

—10 

0 
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2 36 0 


With a record 16 countries in- 
volved, the 10th European 
Championship does nol have an 
oochiswc guest list, but it is an im- 
pressive one. If the Netherlands 
overcome Ireland in Liverpool to 
qualify next mouth, all previous 
eight winners will be at Euro 96, 
the first time this has happened 
since 1964, when there was only 
one previous winner. Only Swe- 
den and Belgium are missing of 
Europe's better sides. Neither 
are among the elite. 

The strength and depth of the 
qualifiers means much hinges on 
next month's draw. Depending 
on how seeding is arranged, it 
would be quite possible for 
England to have Croatia. Bul- 
garia and the Netherlands in 
their group. It would be a plea- 
sure to watch, but a nightmare 
to qualify from. Ireland, if they 
qualify, and Scotland could have 
it even worse as neither are like- 
ly to be seeded. 

By the semi-finals, the tour- 
nament should have developed 
a momentum of its own, but at 
least one of the home teams, 
ideally the hosts, needs to reach 
the last eight to sustain interest. 
England are the most likely, but 
their possible progress docs 
evoke mixed feelings. 

Player development in the 
English game needs a dramat- 
ic restructuring, ideally one un- 
dertaken by the new technical 
director, which would encom- 
pass all levels of the game from 
primaiy school to Premiership. 
Abject failure next summer 
would, at least, ensure this need 
is recognised. But it could also 
lead to apathy. 

A measure of success, on the 
other hand, would create a surge 
in enthusiasm which, if skilfully 
directed, could pay massive long- 
term dividends. The danger is 
that self-interested parties could 
use success to argue that the sys- 
tem works as it is, which is 
patently untrue. These thoughts 
will be echoed in Scotland. So, 
let England and Scotland hope 
for success, but if it comes, not 
let it blind them to their faults. 


Charlton’s ‘home’ help 


Jack Chariton probably would 
nol mind taking his Republic of 
Ireland tcam'to Wembley in the 
European Championship, but 
not just yet. The Republic of Ire- 
land manager is not about to sur- 
render “home" advantage by 
agreeing to move his side’s play- 
off match against the Netherlands 
away from a 41,000-capacity An- 
field, even if playing there means 
thousands of Irish supporters 
having to stay at home. 

“At Anficld it will be a home 
game for our Liverpool players 
Jason McAieer. Phil Babb and 
Mark Kennedy - if I pick them 
of course," Charlton said yes- 
terday. "The crowd there is close 
to the pitch and the atmosphere 
will be a great help to us.' 

Louis Kilcoyne, the Foot- 
ball Association of Ireland pres- 
ident, suggested an application 
for a switch to Wembley so that 
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eriands v Rep of 
Anfield, 13 December 



more Irish fans -20.000 of them 
travelled to Portugal for last 
night’s 3-0 defeat - could buy 
tickets, but England have a 
match there, coincidentally 
against Portugal, the day before 
the 13 December play-off. 

Tne FATs chief executive, 
Sean Connolly, said: “Maybe 
Ucfa would have brought pres- 
sure to bear but we are not now 
going to ask for a switch. Jack 
having stated his preference." 

Charlton will test the co-op- 
eration of leading dub man- 
agers by invoking the five-day 
international rule which gives 
him first call on players. Unlike 
last weekend before the Portu- 
gal defeat, there is a full Pre- 
miership programme on 9 and 


10 December and Charlton is 
fearful that he will continue to 
have difficulty with players be- 
ing withdrawn through injury. 

Thanks to Northern Ireland 
beating Austria we’ve been giv- 
en yet another chance of qual- 
ifying and I don't want to see it 
squandered by players being 
pulled out again through in- 
juries. We have had a horren- 
dous time the last six months 
having to field weakened teams. 
I accept that as international 
manager I only borrow players 
from their dubs, but I've got to 
get every advantage 1 can this 
time," Charlton said. 

Roy Keane wiD struggle to be 
fit after hernia surgery, bnt Ire- 
land’s captain, Andy Townsend, 
should be over his foot problem, 
having missed Wednesday’s de- 
feat, the worst in Chariton’s 92- 
match reign. 


Early buyers boost sales 


I LIZ SEARL 


Although Euro 96 is still seven 
months away and the draw has 
yet to be made, more than 65 
per cent of available tickets have 
already been sold. 

England are the only team 
who know where they wfll be 
playing (at Wembley) in the 
group matches. If they proceed. 

. England would play at Wsmbley 
or Anfield in the quarter-finals 
and Wembley or Old Traffoid in 
the semi-finals. Wembley has 
now sold 86. per cent of its cur- 
rent allocation for all matches. 


0 


/ 


angaria • 

Bloomed, far the first time In a ma- 
jor tournament, at USA ’94. Pre- 
viously poor - travellers and 
qualifying defeats in Germany and 
Georgia, plus a draw In Albania, 
suggests that problem is not erad- 
icated. Bulk of tiie team play- out- 
side Bulgaria, from Hristo Stoichtov 
at Parma, to Boris Mikhailov at 
Reading. The consequence has 
been a poor domestic game - not 
one dub side reached the second 
roLnd in the European competitions 
- but a flourishing national side. 
Could be a real threat in their first 
appearance in these finals. 

Croatia 


Ticket prices for the tourna- 
ment range from £15 to £135. 
- It is only possible to buy tick- 
ets for the knock-out stages if 
tickets have also been bought 
for group games. This means 
that in order to purchase one 
ticket for the final, a minimum 
of £270 must be spent on a to- 
tal of at least II tickets cover- 
ing matches at all stages of the 
tournament 

A second tranche of tickets 
will be allocated after the draw 
on 17 December. Each com- 


Czech Republic 

Inconsistent Beaten m Luxembourg 
and held to a draw in Malta, they 
then took four points off both the 
Netherlands -and Norway to top 
their group. Domestic problems 
with widespread belief that the last 

league title was “fixed’ in favour 
of Sparta Prague. Jan Stejskal, 
once of QPR, now with runners- 
up Slavia Prague, withdrew from 
the national team in protest while 
a poll showed 89 per cent of fans 
disbelieved a denial by the presi- 
dent of the Czech federation. 
Winners in 1976, but have not 
qualified since 1980. 


peting visiting team has been 
allocated a total of 7,000 tick- 
ets per match, with a larger al- 
location being made for the 
final. 

Tickets may only be obtained 
by postal application. Forms are 
available from from any branch 
of Midland Bank. 

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE Om? matches: 
Group A Wembley IB. 15 and 18 June) and 
I/Ka Park (10, 13 and 18 Jurat. Group B: 
Eland Road (9, IS and 18 June) and St 
James’ Pari, (10. 13 end IS June). Croup 
C: CM Traffard (9, 16 end 19 June) and An- 
fietd 113, 14 and 19 June). Broiqp D: HMa 
borugi (9. 16 and 19 June) and City Ground. 
NotW^am (11, 14 and 19 Jura). Quarter- 
finals: 22 June (Anfield aid WemWeyl; 23 
June lOld TraBord and VUte Park). SomLfl- 
raris: 26 June (Old Trafford and Wembley). 
Final: 30 June (W c mW c y). 


En gland . 


ght up the summer 



Alessandro Del Piero 

(Italy) 

The new star of Italian football. 

An injury to Roberto Baggio 
allowed him into the Juventus 
side last season and he played 
so well that Baggio has now 
moved to Milan. Mas maintained 
last season’s promise in the 
Champions' League where he has a 
knack of scoring outstanding goals 
from the left flank. However. Juventus 
almost sold him to Parma 18 months 
ago - only pulling out of the deal 
when Dino Baggio agreed to move 
instead. Currently fitting army service 
around his football. Was 21 
earlier this month. 




Heiko Herrlich 

(Germany) 

Tall centre-forward who 
moved from Borussia 
Monchengladbach to. 

Borussia Dortmund for 
a German domestic 
record £4.5m during; 
the summer. Scored 
his first international 
goal, on his second 
appearance, against 
Wales last spring. Top 
scorer in the Bundesfr- 
ga last year, and a Ger- 
man Cup winner. Has 
formed a good partner- 
ship with Klinsmann in 
the 

national team but has 
had problems with 
injuries. Aged 23 - 
shares his 3 December . 
birthday with 
harem beu. 

Christian Karembeu 

(France) 

Dynamic 
midfielder 
who joined 
Sampdoria 
from the 
French 
champions. 

Nantes, 
during the 
summer for 
£3m. Has settled quickly in Genoa, 
forging a promising partnership with - 
Clarence Seedorf. Looks equally at . 
home with France, for whom he was 
outstanding in Romania, capping his 
display with a goal. The dreadtocked 
24-year-old is from New Caledonia, a 
French dependency in the South 
Pacific. He has been a vociferous 
critic of French nudear testing In that 
area, even inspiring players from . 
both sides to wear bibs marked 
“No to nuclear tests" while warming 
up for a Serie A match. 


Ruf Costa 

(Portugal) 

A playmaking midfielder 
. and one of the main 
reasons why Gabriel Batistuta 
scored a' club-record 26 goals for 
Ftorentina last season. Just 22 
when he was transferred 18 
months ago from Benfica to the 
Italian dub for £5m. Former member of Portugal's World 
fouth Cup champions. A busy playmaker who likes to 
get in the "hole' he has been compared to Fiorentina’s 
favourite No' 10 Giancarlo Antognoni - even by 
Antognoni himself. Now 23, he is slowly adding 
goatscoring to his talents. Quiet off the pitch, mature 
arid committed on it 


Davor Suker 

(Croatia) 

While Zyonimir Boban provides the 
chances, Suker scores the goals. He has 
scored 16 times in 14 internationals - 
the best, current record in Europe. At 27 
he has come late to prominence despite 
leaving the then-Yugosiavia for Seville 
four years ago. Now courted by some of 
the biggest clubs in Europe - and would • 
probably have joined one of them had 
the Spanish FA carried out 
their summer threat to 
’ relegate Seville for 
"firfanclal 
Irregularities. 



TEAM-BY-TEAM GUIDE: TO THE QUALIFIERS 


England 


Germany 


Portugal 


Rnssia 


Little pedigree tn this competition 
-just a third place in 1968 - but 
will never have a better chance. 
Signs, in recent performances 
against Colombia and Switzer- 
land, that things are coming to- 
gether. Much will depend on Paul 
Gakaigpe finding the form of /tatfa 
■90. on Alan Shearer rediscover- 
ing his scoring touch, and on 
Terry variables, the manager, sur- 
viving the constant drip of rumour 
and allegation about his business 
affairs. As in 1966, they could play 
every game at Wembley, which 
would baa massive advantage. 


Perennial favourites in their sixth 
successive finals, a European 
Championship record. Jurgen Klins- 
mann will relish a return to 
England and the whole team will 
be looking to go one better than 
in 1966. Tremendous record in 
these championships - winners in 
1972 and 1980. and twice run- 
ners-up, including the last final in 
Sweden. Berti Vbgts, the coach, 
has tended to rely on Borussia 
Dortmund and Bayern Munich for 
the bulk of his team. Often criti- 
cised. but usually come good 
when it matters. 


Europe's up-and-coming team, 
with impressive results being 
gained at all levels. The senior side 
eventually qualified with an ease 
which belied four successive fail- 
ures at world and European level. 
A fluid and skffijJ side based around 
a midfield comprising Paulo Sousa 
of Juventus as anchor with Rorenti- 
na’s Rui Costa and Luis Figo of 
Barcelona pushing forward. Solid 
goalkeeping from Porto’s Victor 
Baia adds to the domestic belief 
that this team can become the first 
Portuguese side to reach a major 
tournament final. 


Denmark 


France 


Italy 


Romania 


Scotland 


Favoured outside bet. The heady 
combination - of genuine talent 
and fierce national pride enabled 
them to head Italy in the qualify- 
ing process. Doubts persist about 
the depth of their international ex- 
perience, but not about the st- 
acking quality of A-onimir Boban, 
Davor Suker, Robert Prosineckiand 
Afenfloksic. ShouM.be exciting to 
wafch. Concern over the fate of na- 
tional manager, Miroslav Blazevic, 
recently released on bail after be- 
ing charged with corruption 
(match-fixing) in France. 


The holders, having won In Swe- 
den after being recalled from their 
holidays just weeks before the 
1992 finals when Yugoslavia were 
expelled. They then won the In- 
tercontinental Cup - contested by 
the six continental ctamptons-in 
Januaiyto show it was no one-off. 
Many players, Including Peter 
Schmetehef, the Manchester Unit- 
ed goalkeeper, were missing. 
Richard Moiler Neilsen, the mas- 
termind behind the 1992 win, will 
retire after the finals, Denmark s 
fourth In succession. 


Flirted with dangar but eventually 
qualified in style - and without Eric 
Cantona, David Ginola or Jearv 
Pierre Papin. Some very exciting 
talent fen Yburi Djoraeff, Patrice Loko 
and Christian Karembeu. A bold ap- 
proach from the coach, Aime Ja- 
quet, who gave Zinedine 2dane a 
debut in the key match in Roma- 
nia, and he scored twice. Winners 
in 1984 at home, and a good out- 
side bet this time. But would they 
dare play at CM Trafford without 
Eric, or at St James’ Park without 
"Daveed"? 


Arrigp Sacchi, despite only losing 
the World Cup final on penalties, 
continues to be castigated at 
home, not least for his continued 
exclusion of Gianfuca Viallf. How- 
ever, the emer^nce of Vial It's Ju- 
ventus team-mates, Fabrizio 
Ravanelli and Alessandro Del Piero, 
has eased the itafians' passage. WB 
be among the favourites for a com- 
petition thay have only won once, 
at home in 1968. Can be attrac- 
tive to watch but, as ever, resolute 
when it matters, as in drawing away 
to Croatia with 10 men. 


Showed in the World Cup finals in 
the United States and at Wemb- 
ley last season that they rank 
among the very best WObbled be- 
fore qualifying with a surprising 
home defeat by France. Form has 
not been helped by the inability of 
players such as Gheorj^ie Hag, Hie 
Dumitrescu and also Dan Petres- 
cu, to gain a regular dub place. 
However, this team has now been 
together a longtime and has a very 
good understanding. Will be mak- 
ing only their second appearance 
in these finals. 


Given the dearth Of qualify play- 
ers in the Scottish game, qualifi- 
cation has been an achievement 
in itself, even from a weak group. 
Theirstrength is in defence - Scot- 
land's three goals against was only 
surpassed by France of the 47 
competingteams. Two draws with 
Russia showed Scottish capabili- 
ties, but goalscoring is a problem, 
partly because injuries and un- 
availability have prevented Craig 
Brown fielding a regular partner- 
ship. A good tournament is required 
of Gary McAllister and Arefy Goram. 


Brown builds 
platform for 
expansion 


BY PHIL SHAW 


Paris and Copenhagen, Boston 
and Toronto. Some alluring 
stops punctuate Craig Brown's 
schedule, though even the 
draw for the preliminary 
rounds of the World Ciip in the 
French capital is unlikely to ex- 
cite the ScoUand manager's in- 
terest as much as his trip to 
Birmingham five days later. 

There, on 17 December, 
Brown will learn the who. 
where and when of Scotland's 
second successive appearance 
in the European Champi- 
onship finals. Their qualifying 
campaign, which started with 
a sublime goal in Finland and 
ended with a ridiculous one 
gifted by San Marino, was not 
exactly Bravehean II, but it 
showed that the Scots will not 
easily be put lo tbe sword next 
summer. 

While “Hard tae beat" is a 
far cry from the exhortations 
with which William Wallace in- 
spired his Tartan Army, it fils 
Brown's footsoldicrs well. 
They lost just one of the 10 
Group EighL matches, to a 
dubious penalty in Athens that 
was one of only three goals 
conceded. 

Brown, who took over near 
the end of a forlorn bid to 
reach the World Cup finals, de- 
serves vast credit. "Had we 
failed in successive tourna- 
ments. it would've been pret- 
ty bad," he admitted in the 
aftermath of the 5-0 romp 
against San Marino. "There 
would’ve been a depression 
about the place." 

Amid all the bleating and 
breast-beating about the col- 
lapse of Scottish clubs in Eu- 
rope, Brown has displayed 
tactical nous and an ability to 
maximise relatively limited re- 
sources. “The team may nol 
have been sparkling but it's 
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been efficient - against strong 
opposition. People say our sec- 
tion was weak, but Russia and 
Greece have sides at the lop of 
their groups in the Champions' 
League." 

Many supporters, notably 
those who hanker after a “per- 
sonality" figurehead, will see 
Brown's assessment of their 
prospects as unduly downbeat 
rather than pragmatic. “We've 
got a job on our hands to get 
beyond the first phase," he said, 
aware Scotland have never 
achieved as much in either 
competition. “We musL be hon- 
est about that, but we'll give it 
ago." 

The role of rank outsiders 
has, however, traditionally suit- 
ed the Scots psyche. If Brown 
can harness greater attacking 
threat to what is almost an em- 
barrassment of midfield rich- 
es, while at the same time 
maintaining the new-found de- 
fensive solidity, their ambition 
need not be seen as fanciful. 

Scott Booth, a scorer in each 
of his last four internationals 
at Hampden Park, is now first- 
choice forward. Pairing him 
with Eoin Jess, his Aberdeen 
colleague, worked well against 
the Sammarinese, but with the 
latter now playing in midfield 
for his club, the experience and 
track record of Ally McCoisl or 
the power and unpredictabili- 
ty of Duncan Ferguson remain 
tempting options. 

Unfortunately for Brown, 
his next opportunity to evalu- 
ate the permutations will not 
come until March, against op- 
ponents to be confirmed. The 
following month Scotland test 
their potential to do a Den- 
mark against the European 
champions themselves, with 
preparations likely to be com- 
pleted in late May by games in 
the United States and Canada. 


A solid foundation 
being laid for future 


Northern Ireland completed 
their European Championship 
campaign with a 5-3 victoiy 
over Austria at Windsor Park on- 
Wednesday, and although the 
win came too late to rescue 
hopes of reaching next sum- 
mer's finals. Nigel Worthington 
believes there is plenty to build 
on for the World Cup qualifiers. 

Worthington, the Northern 
Ireland captain, said: "We have 
started to lay the foundations. 
These are exciting times as 
there are so many good young 
players coming through." 

Worthington, who won the 
first of his 61 caps in 19S4, two 
years after the Wirid Cup finals, 
said: “We were flying then. It was 
a wonderful Lime for all Irish 
supporters. I think we now have 
the potential to get back to that 


level. We just need to keep bat- 
tling away and working-hard." 

The European Champi- 
onship campaign may be over, 
but Biyan Hamilton, the North- 
ern Ireland manager, is con- 
tinuing his football education in 
Cyprus this weekend by at- 
tending a Uefa coaching course. 
"I have learned a lot. I think I 
have become a better coach and 
a belter manager," he said. 

“J fed there is a wind of 
change taking place in North- 
ern Ireland football. Priority 
must be given to improve our 
coaching and development pro- 
gramme. We must be positive 
and committed in our approach 
to work longer and harder with 
all our young players." 


Pembridge points way 

The header Mark Pembridge V:, 

powered into the Albanian net 
in the decrepit surrounds of 
Tirana's Qemal Stafa Stadium 
was crucial for Whies as it ensured 
they avoided the indignity of fin- 
ishing bottom of Group Seven. 

It was equally significant for 
the 24-year-old Pembridge. 

Proving 'himself to the Wales 
manager, Bobby Gould, as a 
goalscoring midfielder could 
help secure his place in the 
Welsh side. 

“In the modern game mid- 
fielders need lo score and the 
system Bobby has brought in 
gives me licence to get into the 
box," Pembridge said. “If 1 can 
score every now and then it’s got 
to give me a better chance of 
staying in the side." 


Rrmbridge’s performance or 
a shocking pitch was outstand- 
ing, but it was another 90 min- 
utes example of the special 
talents of Ryan Giggs that waj 
inspirational, and made Gould 
aware all over again of what a 
rare gem he has at his disposal. 

“Ryan's underpressure all the 
time, he's a world superstar 
even in a place like Albania, but 
we want him lo be able to relax 
when he’s with us," said Gould. 

What Gould certainly has 
achieved in his three months in 
charge is to raise the morale ol 
the Welsh squad, something 
that could hardly have been low- 
er in the final months of the 
Mike Smith era. 




Spain 


Tnikey 


The most impressive of ail quali- 
fiers, unbeaten and only held 
twice - both times by Scotland. 
Have a long pedigree, in various 
guises, In this competition, having 
won the first, in 1960, and been 
runners-up three times. The team 
is based around Spartak Moscow, 
whose ability will be well-known to 
Blackburn Rovers. The central de- 
fensive combination of Victor 
Onopko and Win Nikiforov are 
among the most impressive in Eu- 
rope, while Sergei Ytiran has re- 
discovered his goalscoring form 
since returning from Portugal. 


Spanish football is awash with tal- 
ented young strikers, and none of 
them are playing for the national 
team. While Julio Salinas seems 
finally to have lost his place, Raul 
- Real Madrid's wonderkid - Car- 
Irtos, the Sevilla winger, and Ivan 
de la Pena of Barcelona are still 
waiting for the call. The mercurial 
Julen Guerrero, of Athletic Bilbao, 
has broken through, but Javier 
Clemente, the Spanish coach, still 
concentrates on toe tough spine 
of Luis Enrique, Fernando Hleno 
and Migual Nadal. Winners at 
home in 1964. 


Switzerland 


Qualified impressively but did not 
took so good at Wembley on 
Wednesday. Doubts about toe 
continued tenure of their manag- 
er, Rty Hodgson, do not help. Well- 
organised, with good attacking 
movement from Adrian Knup and 
KubilayTurtyHmaz. In midfield, Qri- 
aco Sfbrza is among toe best at- 
tacking midfieldeis in Europe, 
however, worries at the back, 
vtoere Alain Geiger did not look like 
a player earning his 110th in- 
ternational cap. This will be their 
first appearance in these finals. 


The first time they have qualified 
for a major tournament since 
1954: so wildfy has this been cel- 
ebrated that several people have 
died from gunshot wounds in Is- 
tanbul. Hard to beat no one has 
done so in 15 matches. After a 
succession of foreign managers at 
national and domestic level, it is 
somewhat ironic that this success 
has been achieved under a Turk, 
Faith Terim. Key striker is Hakan 
Suker, who recently returned from 
Italy, homesick, to Galatasaray 
after five months and five games 
with Torino. 

| Final qualifier to be decided 
after play-off at Anfield on 13 
December between Republic of 
Ireland and the Netherlands. 
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RUGBY UNION 


Carling plans third World Cup 28 1 M QJL 



FIRST TEST: Atherton gives valuable solidity as England offer hope for the series after recovering from another 


Hick’s sense 


of history 
averts crisis 


Cricket 

MARTIN JOHNSON 
reports from Pretoria 
England 221-4 
v South Africa 


Malcolm, would have batted 
first by choice had they doL been 
invited to, their Gist Test match 
toss against South Africa for 30 


years was something of an ir- 
relevance. They will also have 


When it came to m akin g histo- 
ry yesterday, the fact that the 
last TV pictures of an England- 
South Africa Test match were 
broadcast in black and white was 
a reasonably strong contender, 
but compared to England fail- 
ing to make a total porridge of 
the first day of a Test series, it 
was not really in the same 
frame. 

Twenty-four hours into most 
recent series, England have ef- 
fectively been history them- 
selves. but after initially 
threatening to disappear down 
the same depressing plughole, 
Graeme Hick ana Michael 
Atherton provided hope that 
England's batsmen versus 
South Africa's fast bowlers will 
not be the one-sided contest 
many people feared. 

Atherton, whose long-stand- 
ing tack trouble may be partially 
due to the amount of times he 
has carried his team on it, made 
a typically stoical 78 before 
splicing the second new ball to 
gully, while Hick, whose ex- 
pression range normally runs 
from blank to deadpan, was so 
delighted by a wonaerfully pos- 
itive fourth Tfest match century, 
that he only just stopped short 
of a series of handstands. 

These two rallied England 
from a precarious 64 for 3, and 
if Atherton - who bad grown 
visibly more weary after lunch 
- had managed to hang on un- 
til the close, it would have been 
an even more satisfying day. As 
for South Africa the only real 
bonus was a highly impressive 
debut from another fast bowl- 
ing Pollock, Shaun. 

As England, having preferred 
Richard Illingworth to Devon 


relevance. They will also have 
been relieved that the pitch was 
a long way from the trampoline 
that was forecast, even though 
Atherton - hit twice on the hel- 
met and once on the shoulder 
- ended the day with a bruise 
and a headache. 

Hie history of the occasion was 
slightly lost on the South African 
public, who turned up for the first 
Tfest between these two countries 
in 30 years in something closer 
to dribbles than droves. On top 
of which, if there was one blade 
face in the crowd of 9,300, it was 
hard to spot among all the white 
and red ones. 

Why this should have been is 
hard to say, although the fact 
that this match is being played 
in the mainly white region of 
what used to be called Verwo- 
erdburg might have had some- 
thing to do with iL A place with 
that kind of name would hard- 
ly have had blacks queuing up 
outside the estate agents’ win- 
dows. 

More likely, though, is the 
fact that the Test match culture 
was all but lost to the instant va- 
riety during the years of isola- 
tion, and a one-day froth society 
will need a bit of weaning back 
on to solids. Whether yesterday 
will have helped is a moot 
point, in that South Africa's at- 
tack is one-dimensioual to the 
point of utter tedium. 

However, their fielding is 
probably even more brilliant 
than Australia's, and the diving 
catch at backward square-leg to 
dismiss Alec Stewart off a full- 


The fall of England’s second 
wicket, at 36, did nothing to re- 
move the suspicion that Mark 
Ramprakash has developed 
some kind of mental block at 
this level. It was a ghastly poke 
outside off stump at Donald, 
and in his 18th Test, Ram- 
prakash managed to knock an- 
other small percentage off a 
miserable average of less than 
18. 


England’s problems contin- 
ued when Graham Thorpe, 


blooded pull was close to un- 
believable. What was even 


more remarkable was the fact 
that the fielder, Craig 
Matthews, spilled a relatively 


simple return catch offered by 
Hick on 67. 


Scoreboard 


(First i fay: South Africa won toss) 
ENGLAND -Hret tamings 

*M A Alteram c Donald bFtoBocfc~ 78 

(338 min. 260 baBs. 10 tours) 

A ) Stewart c Matthews b Schultz .6 

(35 min. 22 tells. 1 (bur) 

M R Ramprakash c Richardson b Donald 9 
(31 min, 19 bate) 

G P Thorpe c Richardson b Pollock 13 

(48 min. 29 talk. 2 (Oun) 

G A Hick not out 105 

(234 min. 175 baAs, 21 touts) 

R A Smith not out _.... 1 

(12 min. 5 balls) 

Extras (Ib5, wl, nb3j .... — J8 

total (tar 4, 3G2 ratal, 843 own) ..221 


4-2-15-0); Matthews 37-044-0 (5-1-16- 
0. 6-1-12-0, 6-4-160); Mot* 133-4-41- 
2 (nb2) (7-3-21-1, 40-10-0, 23-1-10-1); 
McMDan UiO-82-O (nOl) (8-2-9 -O. 5-0- 
23-0); Grade 8-6-14-0 (4-32-0, 4-2-12- 
0), Khstan 2-1-1-0 (one spam. 

Proffess: 50: 9S min, 223 overs. Lunch: 
64-3 (Atherton 34) 27.1 own. 100; 390 
min, 443 awe re. toa: 135 lor 3 (Atherton 
53, Hick 41) 57 were. 150: 256 min. 613 
overs. New ball taken after 80 overs at 198 
tor3. 200 m 334 m 83_1 overs. Bad ight 
stopped pteyat 535pm. 

Atherton 50: 197 min, 163 balls, 6 fours. 
HkJt 50: 130 mtn, 95 bafts, 8 fours. 

Mok 10ft 227 min, 109 bafts. 20 fours. 


SOUTH AFRICA: A C Hudson, G Mrwen, -w 


ft* 1-14 (Stewart), 2-36 (Ramprakash), 
3-64 (Thorpel, 4-206 (Atherton). 


1 Qonfe, DJ CUtoan, J N Rhodes. B M McM- 
lan, fb J Richardson. C R Matthews, S M 
FWock. B N Schute A A Donald. 


to bet: tR C Russeft, 0 G Cork, D Gough, 
R K HUnawrth. ARC Fraser. 


Umpires: CJ Mtehtey andS Vankateragha- j 


Boating Donald 200-39-1 (wl) (5-2-4- 
0 3-1-4-1, 5-2-80, 5-3-10-0, 2-0-130); 


Sdxritz 13446-1 (6-2-16-1. 30-14-0, 


TV Rapiay Umpire: D L Orchard. 
Motel! Referee: C H Lloyd. 


who for one reason or another 
had barely spent any time at the 
crease before this match, 
snicked a catch behind to pro- 
vide young Pollock with his 
first Test wicket. England 
lunched at 64 for 3, and might 
easily have been driven into a 
shell of stroke lessn ess. 

The fact that they were not 
was gratifying for more than 
one reason. Centurion Park’s 
electronic screen was in danger 
of exploding from gimmick 
overload every time a bound- 
ary was struck, and the idea of 
signalling a four with a cartoon 
of a woman removing her spec- 
tacles and then putting them 
back on, is certainly a novel 
one. 

As spectators were also in- 
vited to perform the tiresome 
Mexican wave (happily without 
success) by a moustachioed 
character in a sombrero, with 
the word WAVE flashed up in 
capital letters, this migh t pro- 
vide some idea of South Africa’s 
ideaofsubtetfy. 

By far the best example, 
though, is a TV advert in which 
a bare-bottom ed Will Carling 
lookalike clambers into the 
Princess of Wales’ bedroom, 
only to find he has been beat- 
en to it by the entire South 
African rugby team. 

Neither was there much sub- 
tlety about the way South 
Africa bowled to Atherton and 
Hkk in particular, but while 
Atherton battled away in large- 
ly heroic defence for five and 
a half hours. Hick was un- 
recognisable as the timid char- 
acter he often looks when 
cricket balls are fizzing past his 
visor. 

Allan Donald and Pollock 
were always a handful, but Hide 
was imperiously dismissive of 
the distinctly undangerous 
back-up team of Brett Schultz, 
Matthews and Brian McMillan. 
Hide's first delivery, a no-ball 
from Pollock which he pawkily 
spliced out on the leg side, 
gave no hint of the spanking he 
was about to deliver. 

Hick’s ability has never been 
in question, merely his charac- 
ter. This was the first time be 
has done it for England in a cri- 
sis and, to give the man his due, 
it was not far short of brilliant. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. 2834. Friday 17 Nowsabtr LW5 


By Sparing 


Tbnrsday’s Solution 



BSDBHQQ HnHQHlDO 

□ DUUOEMfr] 
aQBaQDQmEinHniiHH 
BannQDED 
HBUBli HCJHEBEnDDD 
0 H 0 S □ D 
LiQEHDlLQnOIJ BQBBQ 

E □ H DJ D H 
QQCIHQ (2BG10QEJE10O 
a a s □ h e 
anaDQQHDH PJQ0BQ 

HEnnnmun 

□□EmBQEBQBBQfiHlE 

□ HHElHlIEin 

□□□BOOB EEBBBBB 



ACROSS 22 

I Fellow in wrecked car is scorn- 
ful (8} 

5 Cut article on southern Cyprus 23 

9 Sheets showing configuration 24 
of Nile bend(3,5) 

10 Standards old character asso- 25 
dates with Indian Civil Service 

II Sphere’s actual mass (5) 

12 Look, mate, resistance is use- 1 
less - Tm a skilled worker (9) 

14 Believe story offered by re- 2 
toiler to valued customer? (6, 

7) 3 

17 Derive calculus increment 
dial's definite, after reworking 4 
(13) 

20 Minor burn? (9> 

ai.-. . £ 


French, I appreciate, on re- 8 
flection, will be unresponsive 
(6) 13 

Pull a fast one, introducing an 
improvisatory composition (8) 15 
Persuaded to include infor- 


: unresponsive 


mation in story (6) 16 

Revealing bit of Swiss folk- 
lore? (4-4) 17 


21 Object to night in Paris being 6 
finally cancelled - it’s a bore 


DOWN 18 

Journalist given pamphlet to 
take away (8) 19 

Troops having time to receive 
one broadcast (7) 21 

A certain element’s starting off 
in disgrace (5) 

Dance in which you don't 
move at all? It's a Dclter! (7, 

4) , 

Puma foreign aristocrat traps 
in America (9) 

Brake, stupid^ when on out- 
skirts of encampment (7) 


Guarantee dubs will be freed 
from blame (6) 

Arrange to give talk about 
Queen cm the box (11) 
Economic problem assumes 
increased dimension (9) 
Sensitive meeting involving 
priest and Conservative (8) 
Popular hero, brave, with large 
heart (7) 

Drunken seaman, one in a 
state of oblivion (7) 
Advantageous ruse Fulham 
overlooked to some extent (6) 
Former pupil about to crack 
up (5) 
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Staying power: Graeme Hick drives through the covers during his century at Centurion Park yesterday 


Photograph: Graham ChadwiWAllspafr' 


‘I had a lot to prove to people and myself 


Graeme Hick's fourth Test hun- 
dred yesterday provided some 
welcome evidence that he is 
coming to terms with pace 
bowling at Test match level. 

Last s umm er’s three -figure 
contribution against the West 
Indies on a low, slow Trent 
Bridge pitch still left a question 
mark over Hick's technique 
when facing quick bowling. 
But here, there was enough 
bounce to keep South Africa’s 
five fast men - led by Allan 
Donald - interested. They 


tried plenty of bouncers but 
Hick responded with 21 
boundaries in his priceless, 
unbeaten 105. 

“Playing fast bowling has 
been something I’ve worried 
about in the past,” Hick ad- 
mitted. “But it's not anything 
that really bothers me.” 

If that sounds contradictory, 
the Worcestershire batsman 
was altogether easier to follow 
during his four-hour innings. 
Since being dropped at Old 
Trafford last summer. Hide has 


reloaded with Test scores of 
118 not out, 7, 96, 51 not out and 
now an unbeaten 105. At last, 
the player who has dominated 
county cricket is showing his 
worth at Test leveL “I was very 
disappointed to be left out dur- 
ing the summer and had a lot 
to prove to people and myself 
after that,” he said. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the day 
and think it was quite an im- 
portant hundred." 

However, Hick's contribu- 
tion was not the only highlight 


as England recovered from 64 
for 3 after being put in, Mike 
Atherton’ innings of 78 proving 
equally as crucial. 

“He played very well," said 
Hkk, after his stand of 142 with 
Atherton. “We’ve had a good 
day -it would have been a su- 
perb day if Mike was still at the 
crease.” 

For South Africa, electing 
to Field first with an all- 
pace attack did not have the 
desired effect of wreaking hav- 
oc with the England batsmen. 


“We took a gamble," admitted 
Bob Woolmer, their English.;' 
coach- . 

“We hoped the pitch would , i 
be more conducive to seam - 
and swing but the ball did not} 
go sideways all day. : V*\ ■ 
“Hick and Atherton played f/ 
superbly and really got stucxfif . 
after lunch. ~.Z : £ 

“That’s what Test cricket is aS 
abouL But our bowlers teptaf.. . 
it and a couple of quick wick-!; ; 
ets in the rooming will make ib- -. 
look a different game." .... 


Blues await decision 
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on assault charges 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 


Officials of an Italian Serie B dub, 
Ancona, met last night to decide 
whether to press assault charges 


Gty players following violent 
clashes after an Anglo-1 talian 
Cup tie on Wednesday. 

The “Battle of Ancona" left 
the local club's coach, Massimo 
Cacdatori, nursing a fractured 
cheekbone and an eye wound. 
Cacdatori, who was taken to 
hospital but (fid not require 
surgery, alleged that his in- 
juries were inflicted by Liam 
Daish, the Birmingham de- 
fender, during a fracas in the 
dressing-room area after an ill- 
tempered match. 

Reports from Italy suggested 
that police may seek the extra- 
dition of as many as four mem- 
bers of the Birmingham party. 
Under Italian law, criminal pro- 
ceedings are automatic if an in- 
dividual is certified unfit to work 
by a doctor for 20 days or more. 
Conviction for assault can cany 


a prison sentence of up to three . 
years, but if Cacdatori is given 
less than 20 days to recover, be 
can sue bis alleged assaflanl(s) 
only through the dvO courts. 

A spokesman for Ancona 
maintained that Cacdatori had 
been “punched and butted" 
during an “outrageous' 1 attack. 
He added; “What’s happened 
has happened. We’ve referred 
the case to the Italian League, 
and we will make up our minds 
calmly over the next few days." 

Meanwhile, the Football 
League confirmed that it is 
likely to set up a commission of 
inquiry into events during and 
after Birmingham’s 2-1 win. 
The League expects to receive 
a report today from the refer- 
ee, John Lloyd of Wrexham, 
who also needed hospital treat- 
ment on two fingers injured as 
he sought to break up fighting 
in the tunnel after the match. 

The only British newspaper 
journalist present, Colin Tattum 
of Birmingham's Evening Mail, 
reported yesterday that he saw 
Cacdatori run on to the pilch to 
strike one Birmingham player. 


Paul Ihit, and seize another, 
Ricky Otto, round the throaL 
He also witnessed the substitute, 
Jae Martin, being poked in the 
eye by an Ancona player. 

No arrests were made, and 
Daish denied striking Caccia- 
tori. “If that's what they want to 
say, let them. Nothing hap- 
pened, ~ Daish said. Television 
pictures showed the coach be- 
ing wheeled away on a stretch- 
er, evidently with face wounds. 

Barry Fry, the Birmingham 
manager, initially hranded his 
opposite number “a disgrace" 
for his alleged incursions on to 
the pitch, but by the time Birm- 
ingham’s plane landed in 
Britain, the normally effusive 
Fry was tight-lipped- The club 
secretory. Alan Jones, issued a 
terse “no comment" yesterday. 

The Anglo- Italian Cup has 
suffered from poor crowds and 
disciplinary problems since be- 
ing resurrected in 1992. Only 800 
spectators, including 92 Birm- 
ingham fans, were at Wednes- 
day's match. Ironically, the dubs 
could well meet again in the fi- 
nal at Wembley next spring. 


Leeds finally get their man 


Tomas Brolin's transfer from 
Parma to Leeds should finally 
go through today for £4.5m, a 
record for the Yorkshire club. 
The fee - £600,000 of which 
Leeds wQl pay immediately and 
the rest over two and a half 
years - will also be a Swedish 
record. 


Brolin, who played for Swc- 
n in Stockholm on Wedncs- 


den in Stockholm on Wednes- 
day, was due in Leeds last night 
and could make his debut at 
home to Chelsea tomorrow. 

Parma had announced that 
the move was off because the 
25-y car-old Brolin had failed to 
agree personal terms. Howev- 
er, Bill Fotherby, Leeds’ man- 
aging director, said: "Parma 
have been back to me to say the 
deal is on. I have been confident 


all along that the transfer would 
go through." 

Brolin, who will play as an at- 
tacking midfielder for Leeds, 
has played only three games for 
Parma this season and his career 
has been in the doldrums since 
he broke a fool a year ago. 

Sheffield United have been 
barred by the Football League 
from making any signing until 
they repay £50.000 borrowed 
from the Professional Foot- 
ballers’ Association to pay the 
team's wages last week. The 
League’s action prevented the 
Leeds United winger David 
White from joining on loan 
yesterday. 

David Webb, the Brentford 
manager, has called in the po- 
lice after being drawn into the 


transfer “bungs” row. Webb 
was last week alleged to have ac- 
cepted a £20.000 payment from 
Terry Venables when he was 
Southend United’s manager 
and Vbnablcs was at Tottenham. 

The claim was made in court 


by Jeffrey Fugier, who is suing 
wnablcs for £20,000 which he 
says is owed to him for a mar- 
keting deal. 

Webb now believes there is 
a dirty tricks campaign being 
waged against him, including 
phone tapis. "I am appalled at 
the campaign against Terry 
Venables and the use of inno- 
cent bystanders like me to 
destabilise his position," he 
said. “I’m fed up and will be re- 
porting the matter to the police 
and the football authorities." 
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